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FORT WORTH, Tex. AP -
Former Maj. Gen. Edwin A,

W lker won an $800,000 libel
Judgment on Friday agalinst -

The Associated Press, in con-
nection with stories about his
activities during the 1962 segre-~
gation riot at the Thiversity of

Mississipplis He had asked dam-
ages of $2 million.,

A Mstriet Couwrt jury of four
women and eight men delib-
erated two hours and 15 min-
utes in finding The AP gullty of
falsely descridbing Walker as as-
- suming command of student
rioters and 1e£ding them in a
charge againsf U.Se marshals on
the university campus Sept. So,
196 2.

The AP?s general manager,

Wes Gallagher, said in a state-
ment following the verdiet:
¢¢The Associlated Press will ap-

peel the verdict of the jury in °

this case. In the light of the evi- |

dence presented by both gides

The Associated Press is confi-
dent that the verdiet will not
be upheld on aﬁpeal.’!:

Walker saild the jury verdict

Justified his position.
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Walker, 54, filed more than
$20 million in 1ibel sults ageinst
The AP and various newspapers
es an outgrowih of the rioting
nearly two years ago over the
admission to the Thiversity of
Mississippi of James H. Mere-
dith, a Negro,

Walker, in . hig . eomplaint,
asked $1 million for damage %o
his reputation as a result of the
Ar~dispatehes from the Oxford,
Miss., campug, and an addition-
al $1 million in punitive dam-
ages ageainst the news agsocia-
tion.

After a nin;—day trial that be-
gan June 8, the jury received
the case Thursday.

The Juwry awarded TWalker
$500s 000 for damage to his repu-

“tation and for mental anguishe

It added an additional $3n0,000

&s punishment for the malice

which 1t held was inflicted upen
Telker. | -




