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26 Sailors Freed,
But Havana Holds

Ships and Skipper
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PANAMA, Dec. 28 (AP)—
Twenty-six crewmen of two
freighters seized earlier this
month by Cuban gunboats ar-
rived in Panama last night, but
Cuba is still holding the cap-
tain of one boat on espionage
charges.

The sailors from the Lyla

Express and the Johnny Ex-|
press flew here aboard a Pan-|
amanian Air Force plane. Their|

release was arranged by a
three-man delegation from Pan-
ama invited to Cuba by Pre-
mier Fidel Castro. Most of the
crewmen are Guatemalans, Do-
minicans, Haitians and Span-
iards.

The two ships are registered| |
in Panama but owned by the|:

Bahama Lines of Miami, which
is operated by a family of
Cuban exiles. The ships were
in international waters when
they were seized—the Lyla Ex-
press off the Cuban coast on
Dec. 5, and the Johnny Ex-
press, 120 miles off the Cuban
coast in the Bahamas on Dec.
15:

The Johnny Express was
shelled and her captain, José
Villa Diaz, a naturalized Unit-
ed States citizen, was wounded.
Cuba said that the vessels were
“pirate ships” that had taken
part in raids against Cuba and
that Captain Villa had con-
fessed to being an agent of the
United States Central Intelli-
gence Agency. Mr. Castro has
said that Captain Villa will
face a revolutionary tribunal.

Mr. Castro also charged that
Pablo Gari Parmon, a Spanish
crewman from the Johnny Ex-
press, had admitted participat-
ing in “infiltration coyages” and
said that he was being held.

Captain Villa’s wife, Isabel,
visited President Nixon in Key
Biscayne on Dec. 16 and plead-
ed for his aid in obtaining the
captain’s release. Mr. " Nixon
promised that he would do
everything in his power to have
Cuba release the captain.

Pentagon sources disclosed
last week that naval and air
units in the Caribbean had been
ordered to provide armed as-
sistance to any vessel that Cuba
might attempt to seize on the
high seas,

The Panamanian Foreign Of-
fice said that talks would con-
tinue with Cuba on the status
of the two freighters, which
Cuba is still holding. !
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