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Cuba Sinks U.S. Shi
} WY ko  ARGET (750

| Miami-based frelghter:: -
' which “radioed today that

-fdent was played out over a
..1t was attacked by a Cu-

SFExaminer

—From Page 1| too great. Tell them to come
quickly. How long are they

going to take? Tell them

dittle radio in the corner of
‘ban gunboat apparently
'was, rammed and sunk in
the ;Atlantic off the east-
ern: coast of Cuba, the
U.S: Coast. Guard an-
nounced.

'Dhe fate of the 15 crewmen
was not immediately known,
said Cmdr. Howard, Istock.
But he said Jose Villa, the
skipper of the Johnny Ex-
press, reported he had been
shot In the back and two
crewmen had been wounded.

Istock, chief of intelligence
for the 7th Coast Guard Dis-
trict, said the last radio
mesi's’age from the Johnny =
|E -ess said ““that the ship =

. ‘been rammed and was
Slﬂl’@.ﬂg "
- Planes Searching
Istock said- two Coast
Guard planes from Florida

Ggantanamo Bay Navai Base -
. ‘en moute to the Scene.
, if the boat sank and
ﬂ'xe iCubans took the crew
aboard, there’s nothmg we
icah do.”
The attack occurred “two |
miles due west of Little Ina-

gua Island in the Bahamas

and about 100 miles off the

eastern coast of Cuba, some

350 miles southeast of Miami.

“Tt definitely took place in

Bahamian waters,” Istock
said.

The Johnny Express, oper-
ated by Miami-based Ba-
hama Lines, was en route
from Haiti back to Miami.
| Bahama Lines officials said
the ship was unarmed.

At the Bahamas Lines of-
fme the drama of the inci-

3 —Tiu'n to Page 5 Col. 1

and a Navy plane“‘:from,

“the room, with Capt. Villa
Zradioing in an excited voice,
-asking for help and report-
dng first that Cuban power
“launches — apparently sev-
“eral of them — had gone off,
<hen come back.

' “The deck is full of blood
drom the wounded. Send
~hem (the Coast Guard) very
THuickly-ibe cause they are
“badly wounded,” said Villa.

= Then he added: “I'm dying, |
=Chico (boy. or buddy). Tell
them tc come quick.
« “They are now ramming
“the ship with the launches
-and they are shooting at us.
a.IS the Coast Guard coming?”
‘Hewwas told by the office
“'radm aperator that the Coast
:Guaid‘_had ‘been advised.”
«Villa afso was advised to try
“lo findan island to beach the
“ship ;jand make a run from
“Ahe ibans on land.
= JWelll -Keep Going’
“We're going to keep going
”’Ul'ltll thev sink us,” the cap-
~td1n ‘radioed back.

-~ He: was told to try to ade
to “the |

“minister first aid
mounded and Villd. an-
swered “There is ng first
a.ld for this. Tbe wounds are

2R g

that they’re wiping us out.

“We've got dead and
wounded.”

On Deec. 7, Havana radio
broadcast that the 1500-ton
cargo ship Layla Express—
owned by the same firm—
had been seized by Cuban
forces and the 14 crewmen
aboard charged with ‘“‘erim-
inal activities.”

The broadcast charged that
the Layla Express had been:
| “‘utilized on numerous occa-
sions by the CIA to carryv out
various piratical actions
against our country, infiltrat-
ing counter - 1ev&1ut10narv
groups, agents, arms and ex-
plosives.”

The broadcast aLso re-
ferred to the Babun bzothers,
operators of the Bahamas
Ship Lines. as *‘known coun-
ter-revolutionary elements.”

The brothers prospered in
pre-Castro Cuba as ship line
operators and, since

the Cas-
tro  regime, havea%vel-
ope rEstsinT Mi “and
jhe Cé%?}bedn




