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Cuban Exiles, Too, Are Troub]ed
by Ganeration Gap

By JON NORDHEIMER

Special fo The New York Times
MIAMI, April 15—Puffs of
clouds sail across the Miami
evening sky and a butter-
milk moon casts a soft half-
light on the roofs of the
sprawling Cuban district. Un-
der one roof, Ada Merritt
Junior High School, Ameri-
ca’s newest immigrants sing
a chorus of their first Eng-

lish words: “.

The four, five, six...”
Talkof Rolando Amador,
Little  ahandsometeach-
Havana er with dark cur-
ly hair, stands

beneath a giant banyan tree
in the courtyard and listens
to the sing-song count of his
countrymen echoing from-an
upstairs - classroom window.

“There are many people in
Miami who still resent Cu-
bans settling here,” he says,
“but for the most part we
have been the most success-
ful immigrants in American
history. Americans find it
hard to look down their nose
at us because we arrived
here loaded with American
characteristics. We are just
too outgoing and enterprising
and hard-working for them
to stay mad with us.”

‘Ten years ago, on April
17, 1961, Cuban exiles suf-
fered @ bitter defeat at the
Bay of Pigs, an- event the
people of Little Havana, the
southwest section of this city,
will commemorate this Sat-
urday by dedicating a me-
morial. That defeat marked
the end of the exiles’ serious
hopes for a swift return to
their homeland. Since then.
the population of Little
Havana has swelled to 300.-
J00 Cubans, about half the
number of refugees who
have entered this country
since  Fidel Castro s’mzed
Jower in 1959.

In recent years, as: more
ind more Cubans accepted
sermanent exile, they have
urned their energies away

‘rom  chimerical anti-Castro -

alk to doing combat ‘with
‘he American way of life.
Mr. Amador, a lawyer in
wre-Castro Cuba who mow
1eads his school’'s com-
nunity program for adults
wnd:children, shows a visitor
wround the school which ‘re-
alls a rturn-of-the-cen-tury
settlement house in New
York City. Next to the class-
room where Cuban adults
struggle with English, chil-
Iren study the Spanishulan-
juage, Down the hall, ‘men
who were airline pilots in
Zuba learn the intricacies of | |

Federal air control opera-
tions, while in the auditorium
boys from the neighborhood
hold band practice.

“I still can’t believe they
are Cuban children when 1
see this long hair and bell-
bottom trousers,” Mr. Ama-
dor says with a smile. “Their
parents go crazy with them.
Do you know what it means
for a Cuban father to see his
son grow, a beard like Castro?
And the older generation
thinks the peace symbol their
children wear is diabolic—a
twisted cross. I know of
families where fathers and
sons have fist fights over
these things.”

In the school cafeteria a
rehearsal is under way for a
Quince, a traditional celebra-

tion_ _of a.

entry into wcmanhoo n
the middle of the floor a
. dance master instructs “14
teen-age couples in the rifual-
ized performance as Gloria

Beltran, the girl who will be -
Jhonored, watches from them

'stdekines near a group
middle -age women chaper-"
ons.

Gloria, whose long brmvn
hair gives a heart-shaped
frame to her face, says that
she does not feel as free in
this coun as she did in
Cuba, which she left: ithree
years ago, because her par-
ents are concerned about
drugs and crime in Miami
and are very strict with her.
After her party next month,
she will be allowed to date,
but only in the company of a
chaperon, presumably her
mother, who speaks no Eng-
lish, a custom that Gloria
says she will accept until her
marriage.
~ However, one of .__her
friends, Graciela Balanzate-
gin, a pretty 13-year-old who
left Cuba when she was 4
years old and only dimly re-
members life on the island,
expresses her distaste with
Cuban tradition that builds a
wall around a young woman
until her wedding day. -

‘9 don’t want to be raised
liker my parents were,” she
insists in a voice free of
accent. “I think it’s dumb.”

Another girl who is older
described her fights with her
family over dating. “They fi-
nally realized that .io get
‘along, they would have to let
me out of the house more
often. I told them it: was.

moving out,” she said,

. montxhs 2go Mr. Ama-
dor ried a weekly‘!group
therapy session at theischool
called El Club. A psychiatric
caseworker meets with neigh-
borhood teen-agers who are
experiencing serious prohlems
with their parents.

°o
Employment is high in the
Cuban community and the
glow of prosperity is visible
in the auto showrooms and
the miles of shops with Span-.

ish names that line S, W. |

Eighth Street, the heart of
Little Havana, where in the
late evening the clubs and
cafes are alive with people
enjoying la vida buena. -
The price of success has
been costly. Conversion to
American styles of living (fast
food, traffic jams, uprooted
families) has confounded and

either that or else I was

ithose: wiib. seek
and’ﬁm rt inside
Havana as more of
gir* sons and daughters
move away to the suburbs
(crab grass, supermarkets, car
pools), The upheaval has
threatened to disrupt the tra-
ditional strong Cuban family
unit, built around cousins,

aunts and grandparents,‘and :

divorce, suicide and mental
illness have risen sharply.
Part of the problem rests
with a period 'of immigration
that coincided with a decade
of upheaval in the host coun-

try. The initial cultural shock +

was compounded by the diz-
zying social changes under
way in this.country that per-
plexed most Americans. The
generation gap that was split-
- ting mnative families, for in-
stance, was creating unbridge-
able chasms for Cuban fa-
thers and sons who had to
contend with additional prob-

®
Bernardo Benes, a commu-

nity leader with bright blue

eyes and vivid red hair, wor-
ries that the older generation -
is neglecting these mounting
problems, just as he says they
allowed social conditions in
Pm.-’Qastro Cuba to deterio-
rate until it was itoo late,

- of our downfall in
Cuba Was the fact’ that" we
had no national conscience,”

T .
Benes as he sits

: popular “cafe called
Badzas and sips dark, aro-.
matic Cuban coffee that is
heavily laced with sugar.
“Here the people are more
selfish than ever.”

“The generation gap among
Cubans is far worse than the
Americans,” he says, “and
Cubans better start facing up
to it and finding solutions
instead of just sitting around
waving the anti-Castro flag.
That “way we will be more

reffective anti-Communists.”

Eor.the moment, he says the
exiles must prepare for an

, indefinite stay in the United
States, and he conceded that

as many as 50 per cent or
more of the Cubans would
never leave their adopted
country even if given the
chance to return to Cuba.
“Despite the fact that the

. Cuban exiles have been the
lems of language and culture. |

most privileged political ex-
iles in history, it has been a
long and sad 10 vears for us,”
he says, and finishes drinking
his coffee.

| | |



