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Cuba Exiles:
Attempt t
Ship Hijack |

‘MIAMI  (AP) — A militant’

‘|anti-Castro Cuban exile said

today his group dispatched a
heavily armed war party to
hijack the Communist ship that
rammed its own lifeboat carry-
ing three crewmen fleeing to
asylum in the United States.
The effort was called “‘Opera-
tion Pueblo.” -

.Dr. Orlando Bosch said U.S.

- |government agents arrested .

four of the raiders and. seized
, lone arms-laden boat for vie-
. |lating federal laws. Later, an-

other member of the group

. |said six men in a second boat
| |returned to Miami without at-|
_ |tacking the shin. A

Bosch raid the 10 men were
sent to hijack the Cub=n freight-
er 26 de Julio. which rammed
the lifeboat 10 miles off the
Virginia coast Tuesday when
three men called “traitor crew-
men”’ by the Fidel Castro gov-
ernment attempted to flee the
vessel. ;

The raiders, Bosch said,
“knew where the shin was go-
ing and th~ way it was taking.
They cou’d verv well have at-
tacked the 26 de Julio if the
U.S. government had not inter-
ferred.”

Fred Patton. supervising U.S.
custors agent in Miami, con-
firmed the four men named bv
Bosch were arrested in a boat
carrving arms. Patton =aid,
“they made no statement”
about their intentions. The four
were -jailed on charges of illegal

arms. e_;portation. g
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