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- Assoclated Press Writer E

HAVANA AP =~ Five partisenms of Fidel Castro hijacked a Colombilan
alrliner with more than 70 persons aboard to take them to Havana
Sunday. Meanwhile, the Cuban government displayed six captured
invaderg from Florida whom 1t accused of plamning to kill Castro.
The Cuban fovernment sald the plane, whose Eassen ers included
four Us.Se cltlzens, was free to resume its flight foday. All
the pessengers were reported safe. _ x o

The six captive Cuban exiles, paraded at a four-hour news '
- conference, all sald they were recruited and trained by the U.S.
Gentral Intelligence Agency in Florida.
- Two said the¥ carried poisoned bullets inbSemded for Prime Minister
Castros Two others sald they were CIA agents. Cuban

authorltles declined to say whether the captives would be shote.

Guests at the news confereice included delegates to the meeting

of the latin American-Organization of Solidarity— -

OILAS~ a gatherling of revolutionarles from 27 nations. Cuba

a parantfgaaimed_to use the captives to offset Venezuelan
; arges that Cuba landed errillas near Caracas in May. °

. Uruguayan Sen. Rodney Arismendl sald he felt sure OILAS would

vote to condemn the Unlted -States for the exiles? o
action, and about 600 QIAS delegates, speclal guests and leftist
observers at the news conference roared their approvale.
- ‘The Colomblan government said the DC4 plane, flying from -
- Bogota to the Colomblan islands of San Andres and Providencia

in the Carlbbean, carried 71 passengers anmd four crewmen. It said
the pllot, Rafael Madere, telephoned from Havana to report that

& group of Ero-Castroites had forced him to fly there.
. Havana Radlo sald the planme had 78 passengers and four crewmen -
and that the armed men who took it over were four Colombians and
an Ecuadorean. It said the hijackers asked to remaim in Cubsa
and the govermment was considering the requeste There was speculation

";.tha hijackers wanted to pay a dramatic visit to the OTAS meeting.

. One passenger, Us.Se. Army Capt. Harris Wheeler, 25,

honeymooning with his wife, Helga, 19, of Modesto, Calife.,
',sg}a the pllot announced the plane was being diverted to Panams.
. I d1dn’t know we were coming to Havana until I saw a MIG
., over the airfield and I was sure I wasn’t in Panama,®’®
Vihe Wheelers 1ed Saturday, © ‘

_The Wheelers were married Saturday. His rvarents live im
Barrangquilla, Colombia, where the plane ngﬁe a stop. Along with
the rest of the passengers, the¥ were taken to & downtown Havana
botel by bus. The other UsSe citizens om the flight were Mre.
-amd Mrse. Victor Estrada of Chicagoe.

Ths.passeaﬁers sald they never saw the armed men, dbut Enrigue
Mendez and his wife said they were sitting near the crew’s o
uarters and knew samethin% unusual wag going one The flight from

Mgg%nquilla to Havana took about 4 3 hourse.
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