LE% ]

=]
-
m.
O
©
By
®
-
72
®
@
&
s i
@h

‘Thoresen Murder

By Charles Howe

Chronicle Correspondent

Fresno )

Attorneys representing
Louise Thoresen rested
their case yesterday and
Superior Court Judge Jo-
seph L. Joy indicated the
jury will begin deliberat-
ing murder charges
against her on Friday.

If she is found guilty of
murdering her millionaire,
zun-hoarding husband, she

could be sentenced up to life]

in prison.

The prosecution is expect-
ed to present rebuttal wit-
nesses today and both sides
aree xpected to sum up their
arguments ‘before t he
eight-man, four-woman jury

tomorrow.
RECALL

The defense concluded its
case in rapidfire order by
recalling Mrs. Thoresen to
the stand. :

She testified that shortly
after she fired five bullets
into the back of Willilam E.
Thoregen III on June 10 she
ran across the street to the
house of a neighbor.

“1 told her (Dianne McDer-
mott) that I thought he was
asleep” just before she fired
the gun, Mrs. Thoresen said.

She added that befores he
was ablet o tell Mrs. McDer-
mott the whole story she was
interrrupted by someone —
possibly a policeman — who
came into the room.

CONVERSATION

Mrs. Thoresen indicated
that while she eould not re-
call her exact conversation
with Mrs. MeDermotts he
would have told her that her
: husband was awake when
she killed him.

The prosecution hasec on-
tended Mrs. Thoresen killed
| her husband -while he was
{ asleep and that her motives

were love for another man
and her husband’s estate.
The defense has contended
Mrs. Thoresen shot her vola-
tile husband after ten years
of beatings and intimidation
and in the sure and certain
knowledget hat he was
awake and about to take her
life after she had learned he
had had his brothera ssassi-
nated.
TEMPERAMENT
Three Phoenix, Ariz., law -
vers who knew orrepresent-
ed the Thoresens te stified
that the lategun czar wsa vi-
olent bigoted, unpredictable
and in general the sortof
man one wouldnot wish fo
have a sahouse guest.
Robert D. Myers said Tho-
resen, telephoned him on
May 28 and said, “Ihad bet-
ter watch my back . . .that
I was in cahoots with the city
of Phoenix to get him . . .
that i wasa dirty kike and
all kikes are the same.”
Myers had defended Thore-
sen earlier ontraffic viola-
tion charges.

that he felt sorry enough for

Mrs. Thoresento loan her $50

and have her spiritied away

from her husband after she

had related anaccount of yet

another beating at his hands.
SCENE

Treon related a scenehare
in 1968 when Thoresen and
his wife were facing trial on
federal gun charges stem-

ming from he seizure of 77
fonsof munitions athis posh
Pacific Heights mansion in
San Fracnsico.

“Bill just blew his mind,”
Treon recalled as he recited
how Thoresen, in a fit of
pique, attempted tfoimpale
an aftorney defending him
with a long floor lamp, “us-
ing it like a javelin.””

- The attorney was able to

Richard T. Treon testified

Case

rorder the secreami

room without sustaining ¢
injuries, Treon said.

Donald e. whi
was to represent Mrs. Thore-
sen in a divorce action, testi-
fied the gun czar chased his
wife to Pheenix in ]
and Persisted iu h ng
her even after a uniformed
- policeman was calied in to
| head off possible vi e

Thoreson late
Wolfram in anattemy _
his wife to return home, the
attorney said, admitting dur-
ing the conversation that he
had beaten her up and had
practiced repeated infideli-
ties.
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