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Louise Thoreson,
Trial Neer, Drops
Plea Of Insanity

FRESNO (AP) — In a surprise
move just three days before her mur-
-der trial is scheduled to start, Louise
Thoresen dropped her plea of mno
cent by reason of insanity.

Mrs. Thoresen, 34, told Fresno Su-
perior Court J udge Joseph L. Joy yes-
terday she had discussed the with-
drawal of her insanity plea with her
attorney and was aware of what she
was doing.

The slender brunette is aceysed in
the June 10 shooting death of her mil-
lionaire husband, gun-fancier William
E. Thoresen Iil, in the couplé’s
Fresno home.

She had pleaded innocent and inno-
cent by reason of insanity at her ar-
raignment. Her trial is scheduled to
begin Monday.

In another move yesterday, Joy is-
sued an order restricting comments
by those 'involved with the trial con-
cerning statements, evidence, wit-
nesses, the effect of' testjmony or
" speculation on Mrs. Thoresen’s guilt
Or innocence.

Joy said the order is necessary to
protect the defendant’s rights be-
cause of widespread publicity in the
case.
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