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EDITOR'S NOTETf;iéii%;iii}gg;)FAMED HISTORIAN AND TWICE WINNER
OF THE PULI?ZERIP RE COMPARES AND CONTRASTS THE DARK
CONJECTURE, MYSTERY AND CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THE ASSASSINATIONS
OF JOHN F, KENNEDY AND ABRAHAM LINCOLN,

'BY ALLAN NEVINS

WRITTEN FOR THE ASSOCIATED PRESS .= - ’

(ADVANCE) THE MURDER OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN WAS THE MOST DRAMATIC
SINGLE OCCURRENCE IN AMERICAN.HISTORY, AND THE MURDER OF JOHN F.
KENNEDY STANDS IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO IT. IT WAS INEVITABLE IN
BOTH INSTANCES THAT A SHOCK SO TERRIBLE SHOULD BE FOLLOWED BY CONFUSION
AND DARKCONJECTURE, BOTH.BLOWS FELL UPON THE LAND WHEN SINISTER
AND HEALTHFUL FORCES SEEMED CLOSELY BALANCED, CREATING A DEEP
UNEASINESS, AN APPREHENSION OF FATE, |

A DOZEN CIRCUMSTANCES LIFTED THE ASSASSINATION OF LINCOLN TO THE
HIGHEST PLANE OF TRAGEDY, IT TOOK PLACE AT THE CLOSE OF THE MOST
TERRIBLE OF OUR WARS, WHEN MORE THAN 600,000 NEW-MADE GRAVES STARED
AT THE SKY, IT OCCURRED ON GOOD FRIDAY, WHEN NORTHERN SEMONS
GIVING THANKS FOR A VICTORIOUS PEACE STILL ECHOED IN MANY CHURCHES .
IT WAS ENACTED IN A THEATER BEFORE HUNDREDS OF HORRIFIED MEN AND
'WOMEN, HELPLESS IN FACE OF THE .GROSS NEGLIGENCE OF THE AUTHORITIES
IN GUARDING THE MOST PRECIOUS LIFE IN THE REPUBLIC. IT ALTERED THE
SPIRIT OF THE PEOPLE AND THE COURSE OF GOVERNMENTAL
ACTION AS THE COUNTRY FACED THE NEW TESTS OF RECONSTRUCTION.
ITS.ONE HAPPY ASPECT WAS THAT IT GAVE THE NATION A HERO WHO WOULD

BE MORE SWIFTLY APOTHEOSIZED THAN WASHINGTON, AND BECOME A GREATER
~RALLYING POINT OF PATRIOT FERVOR.
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THE MURDER OF JOHN F, KENNEDY WAS ALMOST AS STIRRINGLY DRAMATIC,
IT TOOK PLACE AFTER THE PRESIDENT HAD FOILED A HOSTILE ATTEMPT TO
PLACE DEVASTATING WEAPONS IN CIBA, WITHIN RANGE OF OUR 'MOST POPULOUS
CITIES, IT OCCURRED JUST AFTER E AND THE BRITISH LEADERS HAD WON
A MOMENTOUS VICTORY FOR PEACE IN AN AGREEMENT WITH RUSSIA TO '
TERMINATE THE ATMOSPHERIC TRIAL OF NUCLEAR BOMBS, IT WAS ENACTED
AS CHEERING CROWDS LINED THE STREETS OF A CITY OF NEARLY THREE-QUARTERS
‘OF .A MILLION. IT SENT ACROSS THE WORLD A SHOCK THAT GATHERED FORCE
'FROM THE FACT THAT KENNEDY HAD FOUGHT FOR FREEDOM IN THE PACIFIC,
HAD TRAVELLED ON FRIENDLY MISSIONS TO A BOZEN EUROPEAN CAPITALS, AND



WAS REGARDED EVERYWHERE AS THE MOST ATTRACTI?E LEADER OF DEMOCRATIC
LIBERALISM.

AS IN MOST CRIMES OF SUDDEN AND UNEXPECTED VIOLENCE*-AND,POLITICAL
MURDERS GO BACK TO ALCIBIADES AND CAESAR--THE ASSASSINATIONS OF
LINCOLN AND KENNEDY HAD ELEMENTS OF MYSTERY THAT SEEMED TO GROW
AS THEY WERE GIVEN CLOSE STUDY. THESE INEXPLICABLE CIRCUMSTANCES
TEMPTED MEN TO INVENT WEIRD HYPOTHESES AND OFFER FANTASTIC |
ANSWERS; THE GUESSES GROUPED THEMSELVES IN BOTH INSTANCES ABOUT_

THREE IDEAS | | - e
FIRST, IT WAS SUPPOSED THAT SO SAVAGE A DEED MUST BE THE PRODUCT

OF A CONSPIRACY, AND A CONSPIRACY FAR GRIMMER THAN WAS VISIBLE.

ON THE SURFACE. IN THE SECOND PLACE, SUSPICIOUS MEN SURMISED THAT
BEHIND THIS PLOT LURKED POWERFUL FORCES; SOME POLITICAL FACTION
AT .HOME, OR FOREIGN ADVERSARY OVERSEAS, AND IN THE THIRD PLACE,
SOME OVER-SUBTLE ANALYSTS WERE READY TO CONJECTURE THAT THE MAN WHO
PULLED THE TRIGGERMIGHT BE THE CATSPAW OF SOME TRAITOR HIDDEN WITHIN
OUR OWN GOVERNMENT,

IN LINCOLN'S ASSASSINATION THE CONSPIRACY WAS UNQUESTIONABLE -~
BUT WHAT A CONTEMPTIBLE LIGGLE GANG OF THUGS THEY WERE! JOHN
SURRATT, THE CONFEDERATE "RUNNER® OUT OF BALTIMORE WHO LATER RAN
AWAY TO CANADA; GEORGE ATZERODT, THE STUPID, HULKING WAGON-MAKER;
THE TOWERING AND VICIOUS-MINDED CONFEDERATE VETERAN LEWIS PAINE,
WHO HAD KILLED AND WOULD KILL AGAIN; THE SHRINKING LITTLE DRUGGIST'S
.CLERK DAVID E, HEROLD =-NOT ONE OF THE TEN PERSONS THOUGHT TO
BE . IMPLICATED 'EVER COMMANDED ANY RESPECT EXCEPT JOHN WILKES BOOTH.

£A182 _ ;

"HE HAD THE FANATIC WILL TO KOLD SOME OF THEM IN LINE; HE SUBSIDIZED
THEM, THIS ACTOR OF INDIFFERENT TALENTS AND EXTRAVAGANT DEMEANOR
HAD BEEN A SPECTATOR AT THE HANGING OF JOHN BROWN BUT NOT A RECRUIT
IN THE SOUTHERN ARMY, A DISSOLUTE, CHARACTERLESS MONOMANIAC, HE
LONGED FOR NOTORIETY WHEN HE COULD NOT ACHIEVE FAME, AND REPRESENTED
NOT PRINCIPLE BUT PREJUDICE, THE CONSPIRACY OF THESE "LOOSE FISH .
OF SECESSION SYMPATHIES,"™ AS NICOLAY AND HAY CALL THEM WAS REALLY
MEANINGLESS . ' |

IT WAS NEVERTHELESS IN THE EXISTENCE OF A REAL PLOT, .HOWEVER,
_ WEAK AND SQUALID, THAT LINCOLN'S ‘ASSASSINATION DIFFERS MOST
CONSPICUOUSLY FROM KENNEDY'S, 'THIS PLOT HAD SOME SEMBLANCE OF
MOTIVE BEHIND IT; THE MOTIVE OF FRUSTRATED RAGE IN THE DEFEAT OF
THE CONFEDERACY, WHEN PRESIDENT KENNEDY DIED, IT WAS NATURAL THAT
SOME PEOPLE SHOULD LEAP AT THE IDEA THAT AS JOE WILKES BOOTH HAD
ACCOMPLICES, LEE HARVEY OSWALD .MUST HAVE HAD THEM, IT WAS NATURAL
THAT EVEN AFTER THE WARREN COMMISSION HAD REPORTED THAT OSWALD WAS



THE SOLE ASSASSIN, WITH ITS REASONS FOR THAT CONCLUSION, A FEW
AMERICANS AND A GREAT MANY EUROPEANS SHOULD.CLING TO THE THEORY

OF A CONSPIRACY. FOR THIS THE EVIDENCE SEEMS FLIMSY INDEED, YET THE
THEORY MAY LONG FIND SOME HESITANT BELIEVERS.

EVEN ACCEPTING IT, WITH ALL ITS FLAWS AND IMPROBABILITIES, WHAT
CAN BE SAID OF THE SECOND IDEA OF EXCESSIVELY SUSPICIOUS ANALYSTS,
THAT BEHIND THE COLLABORATION OF TWO MEN (NOBODY SUGGESTS MORE)

STOOD SOME FACTION IN HOME POLITICS OR SOME FOREIGN FOE? WHEN LINCOLN
WAS SLAIN GREAT NUMBERS OF AMERICANS UTTERED THE PREPOSTEROUS EX- -
CLAMATION, "JEFFERSON DAVISI™ THEY HAD THE HIDEOUS IDEA THAT THE
CONFEDERACY MUST HAVE CONTROLLED BOOTH'S FOUL CABAL, THIS SUGGESTION
~ FOUND FORMAL SUPPORT WHEN, ON MAY 10, 865, THE GOVERNMENT INDICT-
MENT OF THE MEN OBVIOUSLY GUILTY OF PLOTTING LINCOLN'S DEATH INCLUDED
A CHARGE THAT THEY HAD "COMBINED, CONFEDERATED, AND CONSPIRED" WITH
JEFFERSON DAVIS, AMONG OTHER RICHMOND LEADERS, TO SLAY THE PRESI-
DENT.,

(MORE)
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FOR THIS DISbREDITABLE ACCUSATION NOT A SHRED.OF EVIDENCE WAS
.‘OFFEREDN THE LEADERS OF THE CONFEDERACY WERE hIGHMINDED MEN, INCAPABLE
OF SUCHITHOUGHT OR ACT. YET A GOOD MANY MEN DID TOY WITH THE THOUGHT
THAT SLAVERY AND SECESSION MIGHT HAVE CLUTHCED A LAST MAD WEAPON,
JUST S0, THE FIRST NEWS OF KENNEDY THAT SAD NOVEMBER DAY IN 1983



BROUGHT TO MANY MINDS SOME DREAD NAMES.. RACISM, COMMUNISM, EXTREMISM., .

'THE. HAPPY FACT IN 1865 WAS THAT - NO SUSPICIONS OF PARTY OR
FACTION, OF MALICE DOMESTIC OR FOREIGN LEVY EMBOIDED IN ANY REAL
ORGANIZATION, PROVED TENABLE, ON THE CONTRARY, MUCH OF THE SINCEREST
MOURNING FOR LINCOLN CAME FROM THE SOUTH, AND MORE THAN ONE CONFEDERATE
LEADER JOINED .JOKN B, GORDON IN DECLARING THE ASSASSINATION THE WORST
POSSIBLE CALAMITY TO THAT SECTION, .

A HAPPY FACT IN 1963 WAS SIMILARLY THAT NO POSSIBLE ACCUSATION
COULD BE LEVELLED AGAINST COMMUNISM OR FASCISM, AGAINST RACISM OR.
POLITICAL EXTREMISM, WHEN KENNEDY SAW THE WILD ADVERTISEMENT IN A
'DALLAS NEWSPAPER ASSAILING HIM FOR ALLEGED FRIENDLINESS TO COMMUNISM,
HE EXCLAIMED TO KIS WIFEs “WE'RE IN THE NUT COUNTRY NOV!“--AND IT
WAS SHEER LUNACY THAT EXPLAINED THE CRIME, SO FAR AS EXPLANATION WAS
POSSIBLE. NO ' NATION, NO PARTY, AND NO RESPONSIBLE GROUP CAN BE
HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR WHAT A POET CALLED "MADNESS RISEN FROM HELL."

ONLY LONG DECADES AFTER LINCOLN'S ASSASSINATION.DID A WRITER APPEAR
VHO DARED HINT, EVEN OBLIQUELY, THAT A TRAITOROUS MAN KIDDEN .IN THE
GOVERNMENT HAD CONNIVED AT THE ACT, OTTO EISENSCHIML'S VOLUME,™ IN
THE SHADOW OF LINCOLN'S DEATH", SEEMED TO BEAR THAT CONSTRUCTION, IT
APPEARED TO SUGGEST--IT DID .NOT ASSERT--THAT A LEADER OF THE RADICAL
REPUBLICANS, ANXIOUS THAT A MORE DRASTIC RECONSTRUCTION BE PURSUED
THAN LINCOLN FAVORED, HAD SMOOTHED THE WAY FOR BOOTH'S CRIME. TWO
' CHAPTERS ENTITLED "STANTON'S REIGN OF TERROR" AND "THE REAL STANTON® .
. WERE FULL OF DARK INSINUATIONS, NO HISTORIAN OF STANDING WHAT- .

EVER HAS SUPPORTED THE SEEMING IMPLICATION OF THIS WORK.,

. IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO PREVENT THE ISSUANCE OF SENSATIONAL BOKS,

AND EVEN THE ASSASSINATION OF KENNEDY HAS BEEN FOLLOWED BY LURID

© VOLUMES OF DEPLORABLE CHARACTER, REFLECTING ON THE GOVERNMENT AND |
'THE NATION, THEY WILL PROBABLY SINK INTO WELL-MERITED OBLIVION, BUT
THEIR APPEARANCE IS A DISTURBING FACT. |

A
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"THE ONLY RALLY CLOSE RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THE MURDER OF LINCOLN AND

THAT OF KENNEDY LIES IN THE FACT THAT EACH REVEALED NEGLIGENCE ON

THE PART OF THE PROPER GUARDIANS OF THE PRESIDENT, OF COURSE IT IS

IMPOSSIBLE TO GIVE ABSOLUTELY COMPLETE PROTECTION TO THE CHIEF EXE-

CUTIVE, LINCOLN HAD TO SEE THOUSANDS OF FRIENDS AND STRANGERS IN A

CITY FULL OF SPIES, REBEL SYMPATHIZERS, AND DESPERADOES. KENNEDY HAD



TO EXPOSE HINSELF TO THE SAME DANGERS THAT WERE FATAL TO GARFIELD
AND .MCKINLEY, AND MORE. BUT BOTH SHOULD HAVE HAD FULLER SAFEGUARDS--
AS MAN REALIZED TOO LATE,

JUST BEFORE HE WAS ASSASSINATED LINCOLN WAS TROUBLED BY A GANG OF
BRAWLERS ON PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE AS HE WALKED FROM THE WHITE.HOUSE TO
THE WAR DEPARTMENT, HE TOLD A WHITE HOUSE GUARD: "YOU KNOW, I
BELIEVE THERE ARE MEN WHO WANT TO TAKE MY LIFE. AND I BELIEVE THEY
WILL DO IT," THE DAY OF HIS MURDER HE ASKED STANTON TO LET THOMAS
T. ECKERT GO WITH HIM AND MRS, LINCOLN TO THE PLAY, "I HAVE SEEN
_ECKERT BREAK FIVE POKERS, ONE AFTER THE OTHER, OVER KIS ARM, AND
I AM THINKING HE WOULD BE THE KIND OF MAN TO GO WITH ME THIS EVENING ™
STANTON SAID NO, FOR HE HAD IMPORTANT WORK FOR ECKERT., WITH A
SNAP OF THE FINGER, SAYS ONE WRITER, GOVERNMENT QFFICERS COULD HAVE <
POSTED A GUARD AROUND THE THEATER, ARMY POLICE BACK STAGE, DETECTIVES
IN THE AUDIENCE, AND SENTRIES IN THE CORRIDORS, BUT THE PRESIDENT'S
BOX WAS ALL UNGUARDED, ONE POLICEMAN WAS SUPPOSED TO STAND WATCH
OVER IT, BUT AT THE CRITICAL HOUR THIS DRUNKEN WRETCH WAS ABSENT FROM
HIS POST. L
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AS FOR' KENNEDY, HE REPEATEDLY SAID THAT A BETERMINED ASSASSIN COULD
ALWAYS FIND A WAY, ﬁND THAT A SNIPER WITH A TELESCOPIC SIGHT WAS
HARDLY PREVENTABLE, BUT HOUSES AND OFFICES WITHIN RANGE MIGHT HAVE
BEEN SEARCHED, ;ﬂSfTHEODORE SORENSEN WRITES: "WE CAN NEVER BE
CERTAIN WHAT PREVENTED A MORE ALERT COORDINATION OF ALL THE KNOWN
FACTS ON THE KENNEDY RQUTE AND THE PDTENTIAL KENNEDY ASSASSIN o

NOW THAT THESE TWO UNFORGETTABLE ASSASSINATIONSHAVE GONE INTO '
HISTORY, THEIR IMPORTANT LESSONS OUGHT TO BE HEEDED, ONE ELEMENTARY
LESSON CONCERNS VIGILANCE AND THOROUGHNESS IN MEASURES FOR THE
PROTECTION Of THE HEAD OF THE REPUBLIC AND THE LEADER OF ITS PEOPLE, |
ANOTHER IMPORTANT LESSON IS THAT, FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF A PROPERI
- NATIONAL SPIRIT, THE FULLEST POSSIBLE LIGHT SHOULD BE THROWN UPON
THESE DREAD EVENTSHAT ONCE-~IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE MIDDLE {5305 THAT
VITAL WARIDEPARTMENT'RECGRDS UPON LINCOLN'S MURDER WERE MADE T
PUBLIC~~AND THAT ACCREDITED PERSONS OF JUDGMENT SHOUD FURNISH A
FULL RECORD DEVOID OF .MALICE, INNUENDO, OR SENSATION&LISM.

(END ADvANCE FOR AMS SUNDAY JAN, 15. SENT, DEC+ 314) .

DH214AES .



