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Justice Aide AOppos_es Information Bill

By WARREN WEAVER Jr. | But Ralph Nader, the consum-
Special to The New York Times L advoca-te, and the Report-

ers Committee for 'Freedom
WASHINGTON, June 12—The of the Press told the Senate

Department of Justice officially s03 ) ittee’ .
opposed today Legislation de- f,ﬁ%{g’:?nc‘fﬂ?;ﬁ?:ﬁsgbﬁ?ﬂ.
Signed  fo encourage Federaltice that tha bill did not go
emg]oyes to make public any far ‘enough in eliminating
evidence of waste and corrup- bureaucratic obstruction of in.

tion in Government agencies ; ; ing
‘without fear of reta}i'at%on by formation an’d P UBng yuth
|their superiors. . mgo;;grnment. : :
" Mary C. Lawton, Deputy alling for stronger penalties
Assistant  Attorney = General, .07 Government officials who
told a Senate subcommittee|S PPTeSS legitimate public in-
hearing that the department formation, Mr, N:ader said that
agreed with the “o'bjectives”‘the Kennedy bill served Ly
of the bill but her formal state-| ©OWNteract the proposed revi-
ment criticized virtually every sion of the Federal Criminal
provision in it. Code and that, if passed -_by
The measure, sponsored by|COngress, it would “further in-
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, Su/até Government officials
Democrat of Massachusetts,| V0 Violate their acountability
would bar disciplining of| (0 the public.”
Government workers who give Broader Bill Urged
the press information that an| Jack C. Landau, a director
.agency is required to make|of the reporters committee,
'public. The bill would also give|called for broader legislation
an employe who did so the|that would pernfit release of
right to go to court to prevent|information that an official or

does not cover national securi-
ty information, such as illegal
ligence Agency.

|operations of the Central Intel

Senator Kennedy, who pre-
sided at the hearing as the sub-
committee’s chairman, said -he
could not understand why the
Justice Department had not
moved to protect the rights
of a series of Federal employes
who were brave and conscien-
tious enough to expose wrong-
doing in the Government.

Miss Lawton said the Justice
Department - objected to the
Kennedy bill on the ground
that it “makes every employe,
regardless of position or rela-
tionship to the information, the
final authority as to what infor-
mation shall be released to
the public.” L

She told the subcommittee
that the measure would deny
the President his constitutional
right ‘“to control executive
branch information” and vest
it “in some three million Feder-
al employes instead.”

harassment. ; agency was disobeying the laws
Speaking for the Justice De-|or the Constitution or that the
partment, Miss Lawton said|Government was taking actions
that “we do not find a need|that were contrary to its public
for the rights granted by this|policy statements.
bill,” and that “we do. not| The Kennedy bill would
believe that employes should protect Government employes
be immunized against the un- only against releasing im%ma-
authorized disclosure of infor-|tion that should be available
mation through the bypassing|to the public under the Free-

Senator Hugh Scott of Penn-
sylvania, the Senate minority
floor leader, suggested that ci-
vil servants should “‘go through
the system first” in some form
of agency hearing before gain-
ing protection against their re-
lease of information, even
though the public had a right

of the administrative process.”|dom of Information Act. “This

to it.




