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‘U.S. Needs Privacy, Too"

Washington

Attorney General Edward
H. Levi said last night that
the government shares with
individuals the need for pri-
vacy and confidentiality if it
is to perform its job proper-
ly.

In what was described as

a major policy statement.
Levi acknowledged the de-
sirability of striking a bal-
ance between secrecy and
openness. hut he repeatedly
emphasized the need for
government Lo preserve

areas of confidentiality rath-
er than the public’s “ioht
and nead to beinformad.

A right of complete confi-
dentiality in government
could not only produce a
dangerous public ignorance
but also destroy the basic
representative  function  of
government.” Levi said in
his speech to the Association
of the Bar of the city of New
York.

“But a duty of comylale
disclosure would render jm-
possible the effective one:c-
tion of government.” e
said.

Referring to a conires-
sional bill that would reguire
the federal government to

- obtain a court order for all

wiretaps and to file detailed
reports with the judicial and
legislative branch, Levi
said, .“The wisdom of thig
scheme is dubious at best.”
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