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Goldberg Bids C ongress Define
Presiflent’ s Role in Giving Data

By RICHARD

WASHINGTON, March 23 —
Arthur J. Goldberg, the former
Supreme Court Justice, urged
Congress today to adopt a
“comprehensive statute” to de-
fine the President’s responsibil-
ity in furnishing vital informa-
tion to the legislature. .

“That wvital information mec-
essary to Congress in the per-
formance of its duties has been
and s being withheld by the
executive, no one can really
challenge,” Mr. Goldberg as-
serted before the House Gov-
ernment Operations Subcom-
mittee on Government Infor-
mation.

Mr. Goldberg, who was rep-
resentative to the United Na-
tions in the Johnson Adminis-
tration and Secretary of Labor
under President Kennedy, also
asserted, “It is an understate-
ment to say that we are wit-
nessing an increasing confron-
tation between the executive
and legislative branches in this
area.”

Operation of Law Queried

“In my view,” he said, “we
must promptly take all neces-
sary steps to prevent this con-
frontation from becoming a
constitutional crisis.”

The subcommittee, headed by
Representative  William  S.
Moorhead, Democrat of Penn-
sylvania, has been investigat-
ing the operation of the Free-
dom of Information Act, which
was intended to increase the
flow of information from the
executive branch to Congress
and the public.

In addition, Mr., Moorhead
has been a leading critic of
President Nixon’s new Execu-
tive order to reduce the secrecy
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in national security papers and
to speed up the release of such
papers to the public.

In a related matter, many
Democratic and some Republi-
can Congressmen have become
increasingly critical of Mr.
Nixon’s exercise of executive
privilege to forbid senior White
House aides to testify before
Congressional committees..

On that point, Mr. Goldberg
said this morning that he found
it ‘“absolutely untenable” for
White House aides to submit
publicly té interrogations by
newsmen but to refuse to testi-
fy before Congressional com-
mittees.

~Cites Gravel Case

Senior White House officials
such as Henry A. Kissinger, the
President’s assistant . for na-
tional - security affairs, often
brief newsmen on policy de-
cisions. ‘But none, despite re-
peated invitations, ‘have ap-
peared before Congressional
committees, ;

Mr. Goldberg also .said, “I
find it rather ironic that the
executive branch, which strong-
ly insists upon the President’s
privilege in his dealings with
his own staff, should be chal-
lenging in the courts the privi-
lege of Congress in relation to
‘Congressional staffs.”

He cited the case before the
Supreme Court in which the
Justice Department contends
that the Congressional immu-
nity of Senator Mike Gravel,
Democrat of Alaska, does not
extend to his staff and others
who helped him in publishing
the secret Pentagon study of

the Vietnam war,




