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Sf;zdem‘s Hostile to

Assxstant Attorney General WllhamD «Ruckelshaus respondmg to questip
audience in Chapm Auditoriuni” at Mount Holyoke College in South Had’lj'ey, Masis

-

By ROBERT REIN! HOLD
Special to The New York Times

SOUTH HADLEY, Mass., Oct..

20 — “Toward what construc-

tive end did the Justice De-
partment request 1,000 more

FBI agents.” a student asked
in an accusing tone, suggesting
that they were mamly intended
for use on college campuses.

On the stage Olf Chapin Audi-
torium at Mount Holyoke ‘Col-
lege, William D. Ruckelshaus,
the tall, 38-year-old A551stant
Attorney General, gazed tight-|
lipped through television llghts
aver a largely hostile and
skeptical audience of 1,200 stu-
dents from: five central Mas-
sachusetts colleges.

“The vast ma]ornty will- be
used against organized crime
and airline huaxckmo” the Fed-
eral official responded. He
added that the rest of the addi-
tional Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation agents sought by|
President Nixon would be em-
ployed in all the various areas
of law enforcement, not just
campus problems.

The exchange occurred last
night during the first of 51
campus meetings designed ‘“to
improve communications” be-
(tween the Justice Department
and an increasingly antagonis-
tic student population. The re-
sult was an hour and a half of
free-wheeling — if sometimes
confused — debate on issues
that included civil rights, law
enforcement& drugs, -academic
freedom and women’s’ rights.

Two Months of Touring

The project will.'take top
Justice Department -officials to
colleges and universities
throughout the country during
Octobex and November. Eleven
sessions have already been
scheduled and the rest are be-
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n from the

ing arranged.

Except for some mild heck-
ling, Mr. Ruckelshaus, who

¢ heads the departments ‘Civil

Division, was received politely
hete by _the. students,..ha
came from Mount Holyoke;Am-
herst, Hampshire, Smith and
the University of Massachu-
setts. In fact, he was given a
good round of applause at the
end.

Still, he conceded to news-
men later, “it wasn’t exactly
a stamdmCr ovation.” He added

that “a good many there said

nothing and listened — I
we would reach the rational
people who are in the large

majority.”
The students went away
with mixed -~ feelings. Michael

Nazar, a freshman at Amherst,
left ‘feeling ‘“very unsatisfied”
because of the “rhetoric”;.on
both sides. “He evaded every
issue,” the student said of Mr
Ruckelshaus.

But most people, espeCIaHy
Mount Holyoke’s president, Da-
vid B. Truman, seemed to*be
grateful that the Princeton .and
Harvard educated lawyer was
not shouted off the stage, as
some’had feared.

The session began after a
10-minute skit in which the
Justice Department was “in-
dicted” and “tried” in a mock
ceremony. Mr. Ruckelshaus,
who ran unsuccessfully as' a
Republican for the Senate in
1968 against Senator Birch
Bayh of Indiana, went directly
into questions.

He was questioned at length
about civil rights. Asked to ex-
plain the recent resignations /of
some  lawyers in the depart-
ment’s civil rights division, Mr.
Ruckelshaus said there was “n no
more than the usual attri fon”
in the department and .added
that there were “differences of
opinion” in every department.

.flled yesterday by civil rights

When pressed on tne sult

for ges charging the Government
» “calculated: default”

wi in
enfl cmg school' integration,
Mr. "Ruckelshaus said he . be-

lieveds the .Tustwe Department
was m;kmg ‘every effort” to

enforce the laws and said that|.

800 school districts had been
integrated this year.

This brought shouts of “I’s
called the Southern strategy.”

Preventive Detention Query

A/ youth in a yellow shirt
asked for the difference be-
tween the preventive detention
clause of the President’s new
crime bill aind the bills of at-
tainder outlawed by the Con-
stitution.

Mr.. ¢
that under the preventive’ de-
tention measure a man could
be detained for 60 days before
trial only if a judge through
due process determined he was
dangerous. |

The youth persisted; he said,
“The Constitution says he is-in-|
nocent until proven guilty.”, To,

this, Mr. Ruckelshaus answered |

that the accused was entitled
to a full hearing and in some
cases, such as drug addiction.
It is certain he will commit
more crime if released. |
Still unsatisfied, the student|
said, “It sems to me that con- |
cludes he is guilty of the first[
crime.” — ;
Mr. Ruckelshaus was l

cused of evasiveness when he
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pleaded ignorance on a number
of legal cases the students said
they had read about in The
New York Times. After the
newspaper was referred to sev-
eral times, he said, “I don’t be-
lieve The New York Times is
the final repository of all wis-
dom.” This prompted a rous-
ing cheer, and tensions seemed
to ebb a bit.

Later, a student with a large
mistache, declared that “every-,
body’s turmng on” and charged
that the Government was crack-
ing down on marijuana while
doing little to stop the importa-
tion of hard drugs, like heroin.

At this point, someone lit
up a “joint” of marijuana and
started to pass it around. A

‘over the front of the audience

‘He replied that those who be-

haze of sweet smoke wafted
beneath Mr. Ruckelshaus’s eyes.

lieve marijuana is harmless
should attempt to convince a
special Government commis-

sion that is studymg the prob-
lem.

After some dlscusswn of the
legalities of the ‘“no knock”
provision of the anticrime bill,
a youth in a denim shirt said:
“I expected you to answer in
a legalistic way, but it is di-
vorced from the reality of how
the tools are used. I find it hard
to believe the threat of evi-
dence being destroyed super-
sedes the right of privacy.”

After hearty applause, the
lawyer said, “You may have put
your finger on the problem

Ruckelshaus explained |

there. You believe giving power
'to any police officer is a big
mistake because it will be mis-
used. I'm not going to deny
power will be misused-—this is
always true. The question is
does this kind of power mak
_sense.”

Then followed shouts charg-
ing a.conspiracy against the,
Black Parther party. Mr. Ruck-
elshaus deried it flatly. Lo gt
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| BACKWARDS::

[ THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
ON TOUR
The Justice Dept. decided . it
needed to improve relations with
students. So Assistant Attorney
General William Ruckleshaus was
dispatched to Mt. Holyoke»{his
program, provided by WFCR in
Amherst, a Pacifica affiliate,
Hlustrates why the project was
called off after one per

/

tape broadcast
eb 71:




