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{orders that would require sus-

MITCHELL SEEKS
NEW GRINE CURBS

Urges Congress to Réquire
Identity Check for Suspect

Before He Is Charged
0
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, March Q---!
The Nixon Administration asked |
Congress today to pass a 1aw§
enabling Federal law-enforce-|
ment officers to obtain court;

- . . ‘
pects in criminal cases to

submit' to fingerprinting, hand-
writing analysis, medical tests
and identification lineups ‘prior:
to being charged.

Persons who refused to ‘com-
ply with such orders could be
punished for contempt of court.

Attorney General John N.
Mitchell said in sending the
proposed legislation to Capitol
Hill that the measure would
furnish “a useful new tool” for
obtaining evidence and appre-
hending criminals.

Its purpose would be to
establish a judicial procedure
for obtaining evidence of 1den-
tifying physical characteristics
of persons who were reason-

arrest,

Mr. Mitcheel said ijn letters
to House Speaker John W. Mc-
Cormack and Vice President
Agnew, who presides over the
Senate, that the bill would au-
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ably suspected of criminal ac-|:
tivity. when the police lacked|
“probable cause” to make an|'
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thorize Federal officials to ob-
[tain such evidence by applying
{to a Federal judge, commission-
|er or magistrate ofr a sub-
poena-like ‘order.

| The officer would state in an
affidavit his reasons for requir-
ing the suspect to submit to the
tests. If the judge found that
there was probable cause to be-
lieve that an offense had bcen
committed, that there was rea-
son to believe that. the named
suspect was .responsible  and
that the tests would materially
aid in the investigation, he

would order the suspect to sub-|could not subsequently be used
mit to the tests. in court. .

Within 45 days after the Prlfor to that dec1g10n, police-
identification tests, the officers g}%ﬁtsfe%:gﬁ%%&g?lgigrﬁﬁﬁg
would be required to report|hair and blood samples and oth-
the results to the court. er evidence of physical char-

Mr. Mitchell said that the|acteristics simply by bringing
law would require suspects to|likely suspects to the station

I oot »/
submit to identification by “fin.|0USe “0n suspicion.
gerprints, ‘palm prints, foot-|  Senate Hearing to Start
prints, measurements, blood| The Davig decision made it|
specimens, urine specimens, sa-|clear that such evidence could!
liva samples, photographs and|no longer be used in court if!
line-ups.” obtained by means of illegall

A major effect of the pro-|larrests. However, Justice Wil-
posed law would be to deal|liam J. Brennan Jr.’s opinion for
with law enforcement problems|the Court hinted that such evi-
that were created by a Su-|dence might be legally obtained
preme Court decision handed|through a system of court order
down in. April, 1969, in Davis|such as those recommended to-
v. Mississippi. The Court held|day by Mr. Mitchell. ]
that fingerprints- taken from| His bill is similar tosone in-
suspects who had’been round-|troduced last October by Sen-
ed up without probable cause|ator John L. McClellan, Arkan-

in an illegal “dragnet”  arrestisas Democrat, who will begin

two days ef Judiciary subcom-|big cities with high' rates: of .
mittee hearings on the idea to-|crime. ey
MOrrow morning. “A direct grant program to
The proposed bills would not|the cities would make Wash-
apply to state and local police|ington a dictator over every
procedures, but states would|anticrime project in the coun-
be expected to copy the idealtry,” Mr. Mitchell replied.
if Congress adopted it and the| It would also by necessity
Supreme Court found it consti- spawn an enormous Federal "
tutional. - |bureaucracy to evaluate these
In a speech this afternoon at|programs and would undermine
a meeting here of the National|{the whole concept of a Federal-
League of Cities, Mr. Mitchell|state cooperative partnership
delivered a vigorous defense of |which this Administration is
the Federal Government’s sys-|attempting to establish in the
tem of furnishing Federal aid to|anticrime area and in other
state and local governments by|areas of social progress.”
means of larg_e grants to sgate He said that it would be un-
agencies, which are required|wise for the Federal Govern-
to pass certain amounts on to|ment to increase its anticrime
local units.. aid from the $480-million that
- Many officials of large cities|{President. Nixon has rec-
have complained that too much{ommended for the-coming year
of the Federal money ends up|to as much as $1-billion, which
at the state and small-city lev-|some- city officials have said is
el, and that too little goes tolneeded.
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