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' San Diego Case

- U.S. Attorney's
" ‘Bad Judgment’

. Washington

The Justice Department
said yesterday that United
States Attorney Harry
Steward of San Diego was
guilty of “highly improp-

- er” conduct, but it decided
to clear him of all charges
for the sake of public con-
fidence in law enforce-
ment.

Henry E. Petersen, assist-
ant attorney general in
charge of the criminal divi-
sion, told the senate Judi-
ciary Committee that Stew-
ard had displeyed bad judg-

. ment in interfering with a

government organized-crime

investigation of the man who
got Steward his job.

“He should have known
better,”” Petersen said. “He
was an experienced prosecu-
tor.”

But Petersen said he and
Attorney General-designate
Richard G. Kieindienst felt
that Steward had done noth-
ing serious enough to. war-
rant dismissal.

CONFIDENCE

The department decided it
“would take a stand which
backed Steward in the eyes
of the public,” and issued a
statement in IPebruary ex-
pressing ““full confidence” in
him, Petersen said.

. At issue is a broad feder-

- al and local investigation in
1870 into bribery and politi-
cal  corruption charges in
San Diego, site of the Repub-

, lican National Convention
next August.

As part of the investiga-
tion, members of a federal
Strike Force Against Organ-

ized Crime issued a subpoe-
na to Frank Thorton, a vice
president of a San Diego ad-
vertising agency.

The Strike Force wanted
Thorton to testify before a
federal grand jury probing a
$2068 contribution to Presi-
dent Nixon’s election cam-
paign which they believed
had been funneled through
the advertising firm.

SUPPORTER
The firm, Barnes-Champ

. Advertising ‘Co. is owned by

C. Arnholt Smith, a friend
and longtime pelitical sup-
porter of Mr. Nixon. -

When Steward found out
about the subpoena, Peter-
sen told the committee yes-
terday, Steward -called
members of the strike force
into his office and com-
plained that Thorton was his
friend.

Petersen quoted Steward
as saying Thorton ‘‘has been
a good friend of mine. He’s
going to recommend me for
a judgeship.”

MONEY

Petersen described that as
“highly improper but no evi-
dence of corruption. There
was no money involved.”

Petersen, a lawyer with
the Justice Department
since 1947, said Kleindienst
agreed with his recommen-
dation and so Steward re-
mained in the job he still
holds today.

The committee is consid-
ering whether to approve
Kleindienst to succeed John
N. Mitchell as attorney gen-
eral. - AP. & U.P.



