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Hours befor TRe Hov, Martin Luther T
killed in Memphis in 1968,

By Les Payne
C

ing Jr. was
the cily’s 1op law-enforce-
ment official, in the presence of men he identified as
federal agents, removed dne of two detectives assigned
to watch the civil rights leader from his post, Authori-

ties said the removal was part ‘of
to protect the detective’s life.

IEd Redditt, the detective who was removed from
his post, had prepared a contingency plan to enable
police depatiumnent o apprehend an assassin
should an attempt be made on King’s life while he
was at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The plan,
which was never impiemented, involved the sealing off
of a four-block area around the motel.

Police did not assign a replacement for Redditt.
But they did leave the detective's partner on duty.

From interviews and published stories, Newsday
has learned that Redditt and h's partner, both mem-
bers of the Memphis police intelligeiice umit, watched
King and his staffers at the Lorraine through binocu-
lars from the fire station across the slreet. The two-
man unit carlier had provided security for King and
his party, and they continued {o keep the police de-
partment informed of their movements and their visi-
tors. Redditt and his partner, W. I3, Richmond, who
are both black, had withdrawn from what would have
bien their normal position with the. King party De-
cause their presence, following recent riots in Mem-
phis, had angered young local blacke. ;

The police were particularly concerned about a vi--
clence-prone black group called the Invaders, who,
though they were [rieadly with the neaviolent King
had led an oulbreak of violence
and loo.ting a week earlier. Newsday recenily dis-
some of the leaders of the Invaders were
FBI irformants and had touched of: the violence that
was direcily responsible or King's relurn in Memphis
the day before his assassination.

On April 4, the day King was shot, four armed
members of the Invaders, who had been providing se-

an emergency plan
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“King’s

“ner remained at his post and

1.5 February 1976

aying

curity for King and hiz staff in
were seen leaving

the Lorraine Motel,
the motel—({or unexplained

reasons—just before 6 PM, minules before King was-

shot. Although King himself never agreed to have the
Invaders stand guard, some of his aides had agreed to
their presence. One of the Invaders stunding guard
was an undercover Memphis police delective who pro-
vided information for the police and the FBI.

- After Reddit was removed from dutv, he was told
at a meeting in police headquarters thai ‘he U.S. Se-
cret Service had learned of a “coniract” on his life.
Reddit protested, saving that he wanted to return to
his post, but the citv’s then-public  safaety direcior,
Frank Holloman, insisted on the officer's removal. En
route home with a police guard, Redditt heard on the
car radio that King had been shot by an assassin,

Three days later, the round-the-clock guard watch-
ing Redditt was removed and he was allowed 1o re-
turm to work. The police deparlivent never offered
any further expalnation of -the “contract” on his life.
About a weelk hefore King was killed, cources suid,
FBI informers had told the Mewmphis Police Depart-
meni that Redditt had shown some svmpathy {or
cause by encouraging striking  garbage
workers—who were being supnorted by King’s nonvi-
olent marches—to stay awoyv from work. Reddiits
partner on the King survaillance fanm was considered
more loyal to the department, sources said. The part-
reportadly was looking
at King through binoculars when the civil rights lead-
ers was shot, '

The entire Reddiit alfair is another in a chain of
curicus cireumstanees surrounding King in the days
and hours prier {o his assassination.

Recent disclosures that (he FBI conducted exten-
sive surveillance of King hove nrompled several gov-
ernmental inquiries. Tha Senate Intelligence Coramit-
tee said its investization uncovered ne evidence that
imiplicated the TBI in Kins murder or & cover-up.
However, the committea chairman, Frank Church (D-
Idaho), has called for a Hederal special prosceutor io

—~Continued on Page 15
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