-

8

{1 The statement by Arthur

|to say where he was or what

il eivil rights movement there

"| King murder.

.| beer”

By Paul W. Valentine

Washington Post Staff Writer
- MEMPHIS, Oct. 30—A law-
ver for James Earl Ray testi-
fied today that his client was
standing outside the rooming
house when thé shot that
killed Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was fired from inside.

Hanes Sr. marked the first
time that Ray’s location at the
moment of the murder, 6:01
p.m. on April 4, 1968, has been
pinpointed in court testimony.

Up to now Ray has refused

he was . doing. He has sug
gested only that he was unwit-
tingly involved with a group
of men who came to Memphis
in early:lApril,-‘l%S, and that
someone else fired the shot

leader as he stood on the bal-
cony of the Lorraine Motel, to
the rear of the rooming house.

Hanes, who was mayor, of
Birmingham, Ala.,during the
police:black clashes of the

in the early 1960s and -was
Ray’s lawyer in 1968, detailed
Ray’s movements in and
around Memphis before the

But the testimony shed little
light on the ‘identity of the
trigger man.

Unidentified colleagues
“gave him a’ note to go to|
422% South Main St., Memphis|
[address of the rooming house]
and be there  aft 3 p.m. on
the 4th of ‘April,” Hanes said
Ray told him.

There, at ‘about 5:20 p.m.,
his “contact” suggested that
Ray "go down and have a

Hanes said he was told.

“Ray said he had a beer or

two and, ‘that he then went
out and was standing in front
of the rooming house on the
street when the shot was
fired,” Hanes testified.
Moments later, Ray noticed
on the sidewalk a bundle con-
|taining a rifle he had pur-
chased, Hanes said Ray told
|him “He knew he was in trou-
|ble and he fled.”
I Hanes said Ray identified
'his ‘“contact” as- “Raoul,” a
shadowy figure who has fre-
quently been cited in the past
by Ray's attorneys as a pos-
sible participant in a con:
spiracy to kill King.

Hanes’ testimony came in
the sixth day of a federal
court hearing into claims by
Ray that he was coerced into

Ray '68 L

that killed the civil rights|

in "an adjacent bar,|

pleading guilty to the King!l
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at the floor during Hanes’
testimony, rarely looking up
as Hanes described Ray’s ac-
tions in a low, even voice.
While :Ray . has steadfastly

‘refused to talk about:the cru-

cial moments, his ‘current at-
torneys have  said - privately
that Ray was elsewhere in the
city -and has an alibi witness
to prove it. The attorneys, Ber-
nard Fensterwald and James

Lesar of Washington, have not |
Bradford Huie. They had con-

1dent1f1ed the witness.

Hanes testimony today was
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Paﬂe and th'in,' Ray gazed)

tangential to the purpose bf
the court hearing before T_'_J.S
Distriet Court Judge Robert
McCrae—to. determine if Ray
was given ineffective assis-
tance by his earlier:lawyers)
and was cberced into/pleading|
guilty.

Fensterwald and Lesar con-,
tend that Hanes and later at-
torney Percy Foreman:subor-
dinated Ray’s legal interest
to financial profits they hoped
to split with writer William

tracted with' “Huie - for’ gxclu—

‘murder.

swe access to detaﬂs of the

I‘oreman "ulltlmately brow-
beat Ray into a guilty plea to
avoid a ftrial and to maintain

the exclusivity f"the details
for Huie, Ray’s mresent attor-

Both ‘Hanes and hls son,
Arthur Hanes Jr.,
‘day that they made a full in-
vestigation of the case and
were- prepared to.go to trial
it November, 1968, when Ray
suddenly fired them and hlred



