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His Brother' Says Lawyer
| Pressed for Guilty Plea
? - to.Avoid Long Trial
MY Timeg———
{ "By MARTIN WALDRON
; {! - : Speeial to The New York Times Y
¢ “MEMPHIS; Oct. 24—Testimo-
ny by James Earl Ray on the
# assassination of the Rev. Dr-
-Martin -Luthér King Jr. was
postponed this afternoon until| |
{tomorrow as his attorneys de+|
cided to-call his relatives before
jputting Mr. Ray on the stand,
'LML "Ray is seeking a new
trial; contending that he was
coerced into pleading guilty to
the murder of the civil rights
§ jeaderin 1968, '
! The first of Mr. Ray’s rela-
tives' to .testify before” Federal
District Judge Robert M. McRae
| Jr. Was his brother John, who is
§ Berving 18 iyears in a Federal)
prison for bank robbery. = -
| John Ray testified that Percy
§ Foreman, a lawyer from Hous-
on, had:put pressure on “Jim-
iy to--plead guilty becausel
fMr. Foreman said he didn’t|
want to:spend two or three|f
ears on'a criminal case, trying
i;;a.nd appealing it.” James Ray|
$1s serving a 99-year semtence
for the killing.
i John Ray said that Mr. Fore-
§man had told him that he
agreed to take the case onl 7 be-|
cause he wanted the publicity
ég help him get profitable civil
tases.

In- other testimony today, a
ballistics expert, Herbert L.
MacDonnell of Elmira College
in New York, testified that
there was ‘“no way’ that-the
E}fée;--foﬁnd'mar the scene of

assassination , could have

been ‘fired fro ma 'dingy board-
ing house bathroom, as com-
tended by the state.

1,7 Theory Disputed. .
! «Mr, MacDonnell said that the
bathroom wall of the boarding

ige fromwhich the fatal shot
was fired was too close to the
“window to allow for a man to
fire a 42-inch-long rifle with|

ng was standing.’ | 3 ooe
W2T- King's assassin fired-only
‘bullet, which struck'him in
asie jaw and severed his spinal;
sgord.
71:Mr. MacDonnell said that in
- his opinion there was a large
* enough fragment of the bullet
¢ yecovered from Dr. King’s body
to determine definitely ifit was|,
fired from the rifle brought tol
gé\lemphi& James Earl Ray the
‘#lay befdre Dr. King was killed. _
* The defense has not been al-|'
lowed access to the rifle for the
current hearing. ‘

A Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation. expert has testified that
it »Y,as not possible to say if the

ullet that killed Dr, King was|
fifed fromi Mr. Ray’s riflel. '

Some of the effect of the tes-
timotiy by’ Mr. MacDonnell may
have 'been lost when he-testi-
fied that it was mostly through
the.use of photographs that he
had formed Hhis conclusions
about the rifle’s being too long
to be fired from- the bathroom.

;In testifying about Mr. Fore-
man’s attitude, John Ray said
that the lawyer had said when
he first took the case that “he’d
have Jimmy walking the streets

in no: time,” W
“He said there wasn’t no evi-|
:'dence'against him,” John Ray|
* said, addifjg that Mr, Foreman
1 said he would gather television |
i films of the demonstrations led
by Dr. King and of ensuing
rights and play “two weeks of

. them"” for the jury.
~“Foreman said after a couple|
weeks of that stuff, the jury
-would shoot King itself,” John
Ray stated.. “He said he worked
gn— jury’s “emotions, but 'after.
e verdict, the jury might run
fown the street shooting black|:
DDIE-“ y A i -_." : p I i
® He. testified that Mr. Fore-
Rand had . made. ‘these 'com-
fhents after ‘'examining a con- |
sfbetween James Eatl Ray, |
‘Hames, a Birmingham,
attorney; and  William
ord Huie, -an author from |-
ell, Ala, - 5F
- Huie had undertaken io
‘& hook about the: assas- |’
sination and to pay a percent- |,
qoe g.,-.royalﬁes to' _both- Mr.
#ay iand, to. Mr, Hames, who
gvas Mr.Ray's attorney for'sey-
@kl months in the summer and |'
Lz '_-.- 1968, : [
i dohn Ray said that after Mr.
c;p@én:-__’had read the con-
gracts, shesaid ‘it would .be
@asyito Braak® - .
i Ihe confract wds later abro:
;and™a new one signed|
g Wiitch Jarges'Earl Ray agreed
$ok-pahi Mré Horeman up 1o
w5 15; ﬂgQUQ. from his share'of the
govalties from.Mr. Huie’s' book,
grSlew T eamer.”” | .
% Mr. Foremar.hias declined to
gome to Memphisito testify in
ihe current hearing, which was
‘Brdered by the United States
g_ourt of Appeals for the Sixths
%}:‘c&;it. In a. deposition filed
"With the judge, Mr. Foreman
has denied any impropriety and
-said that he urged Mr, Ray to
plead guilty because he thought
? as the only chance Mr. Ray

to escape the electric chair,
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