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EyeWItness
Called Drunk

Memphis
" A man claimed by state

SFCI;r

prosecutors to he a key

eyewitness in the 1968 shoot-

ing here of Dr. Martin Lu- .

ther King Jr. was so drunk
at the fime that he could not

stand ‘up, a cab driver testi- =

fied yesierday

James M. McCraw, 49 the .
cab mver gave the testi-

mony “in a federal - court
hearin
King!

alleged assassin,

Jamesﬂﬂarl Ray, should be

given a new f:rtal

Charles Q. /.Stevens, 4.°
drlft . had to]d police-he «

gaw a;éman resembling Ray
the scene from which
al-shot was fired.

terday‘ he received a call fo
pick up a man in a flophouse
adjacent to the motel used
'by D'r. King. When he ar-

rived 15 minutes before the

shooting, he said, he found

Stevens, a heavy drinker,-

"‘layinigif on thebed. . .pret-
ty drumk’ -and unable to get

up. MeCraw said heleft, de-

,ciding ' Stevens was foo
/drunk o travel.
Asked by Ray attorney,

| Bernard Fensterwald, if

Stevens was notina walhng
concﬁtmn McCraw agreed
"1 wmﬂd say so. 4

- on whether Dr, -

The testimony came in the -

. second day of the hearing
- into . hiaims by Raythat he
_.was’ coerced into. pleading
" guilty fo/ the King murder” '

and glven ineffeetive assist- -
ance by his attorney at the
time, ‘fhe noted “ Houston
cnminal lawyer, Percy
Foreman

McCraw testified only
briefly and was subjettedto
little eross-examination by
state prosecutors.

Two months. after the
April 4, 1968 shooting of Dr
King, Stevens signed an affi-
davit for prosecutors-saying
he saw a man resembling
FBI ‘“wanted” poster of Ray
running from " a: flophouse
and carrymg an oblong hun- .
dle. Prosecutors contend the
fatal éfmt was fired'from a
ﬂop_house bathroom*windoWw
overlooking the motel balco-
ny -om. which Dr. King was |
standing,

McCraw testified yester-
day he toId Foremanin 1968..
of Stevens’ drinken condi-
tion while Foreman was pre-
paring Ray’s defense,.

Ray’s - present attarneys
Fensterwald - and James .J |
Lesar, both: of Washington, -
contend Foreman consistent-
Fensterwald and James J.
Lesar, ‘both of Washington,
contend Foreman consistent-.
Iy ignored such exculpatory
evidence while seeking to .
avold a full-dress trial and -
preserving exclusive access
to details of the murder for
author William Bradford
Huie with- whom ' Foreman
had a confract-to split book
and magazine royalties:
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