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Ray Gives His Story Today in Slaying of Dr. King

‘reports of his mumerous visits
.to see the prisoner because of
“orders from the Sheriff that no
-suchreports were to be kept.
The' doctor said that he did
notconsider the conditions un-
* der which Mg Ray was held to
have been Yinjurious to his
health.” 3 )
- Dr. DeMeré¢ said. that: out' of
curiosity one day he asked Mr.
Ray about his racial feelings. “I
asked James Earl if he hﬁ,’d;:a
‘dislike for the black race. He
said, ‘Absolutely not.” * .
Another of thed ay’s witnes-
. ses, Hugh M, Stanton Jr, who
“'as  assistant public defender
‘was one of Mr. Ray’s lawyers
from Dec. 18,1968, until he
. pleaded . guilty| on .March 10,
11969, 'said ‘that defense aftor-
' . meys had not prepared a very
good defense for Mr. Ray.
. Mr, .Stanton, who is now the
«chief “prosecutor in Memphis,
“said he had 1ot been allowed to
talk with' Mr. Ray, who pre-
Aerred to deal only with his
schief gpunselﬁ{'\jPercy Foreman of

{ ¥ Mr. Stanton and ‘his father
| were appointed by Judge Battle!’
. as to-counsel for Mr. Ray in or-|i
der to-be ready ‘to .defend himif|'
- the’ prisoner. suddenly -decidd|:
" 'he-wanted to dismiss Mr. Fore-:
man, as he had two other attor-
neys. The elder Mr. Stanton,
who handled most of the prepa-
ration for such an. eventuality,
is now dead.

- By MARTIN WALDRON
Speclal to/The New York Times '
MEMPHIS, Oct. 23—James’
Earl Ray will take ;h$ witness
stand in Federal District Court.
here tomorrow ‘to tell in rublic
for the flrst time his version of
-|the: --'assassinaﬁop.:_'of the Rev. .
‘{Dr. Martin Lnther King Jr,
| . Mr. Ray is seeking to with-’
draw his guilty plea in the slay:
ing, He contends that he was
.|pressured by circumstance and:
|byh is -attormeysinto saying
that he hadmurdered the civili-
rights leader. ' &
His testimony is expected to
be ‘the high point but not the
end of the hearing ordered by
|the United States Court of Ap-
:(peals for the Sixth Circuit into .
whether Mr, Ray received fair -
treatment from the authorities
and from his lawyers in 1968
and 1969. = ., -
Today, a Memphis physician
.whosecretly treated Mr.R ay
for nine months while he was
held in a Shelby County jail
awaiting trial, testified that Mr.
Ray once told him that he was
'|not the only person .involved in
|[the assassination on April 4
*|1968. The slaying of Dr. King
;|touched off violent demonstra-
tions of looting, rioting and ar-
!|son in several of the nation’s ci-
3 ties- .. : b
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99 Year Sentence b
Dr. McCarthy DeMere said
that the trial judge, W. Preston’ Mr. Stanton told Federal Dis-
Battle, who imposed a 99-year .trict Judge Robert M, McRae
sentence on Mr. Ry after the i Jr, who will decide if Mr, Ray
guilty plea, had told him to tell ‘should be given a new ‘trial,
no one that he was to.be Mr, that he was not informed in ad-
Ray’s physician and not to dis+ vance, that Mr. Ray.had decid-
cuss the case with the prisoner;’ ed to plead guilty, He said he

But after Mr. Ray's guilty - . had Dbeen told of this develop-|
gfna, Dr.-DeMere said, “I asked. | ment bY William N. Morris,
im if he was re_:allj‘r inyolved in A . Associated Press - Ehen the sheriff, had been
this and hy said, ‘Let’s put it - James Earl::Ray leaving iail for court in Memphis gmam surprised and as-

this WEBY: I wasn’t by t1‘::‘riyse31 b o . G

Dr. DeMere, a state witness 3 i e i ‘We were 'é'y:lngtobheck.out
s[called out of furn because he|microphones. His mail was|testified. “On twp or thiree oc- every defense, but. fradkly I
|Was scheduled to take a trip, searched, hewas never allowed|casions, 1 siw him ‘walk the| ol deq that we. didn’t have
|was brouglhit ferward in an ef-|a glimpse of the outside world." |length of his cell, some 20 feet, much of a_defense,” Mr. Ray’s

sfort“to"refute’ supgestions ‘that| Dr. DeMere said that in those|on his hands. That’s smnethipg fingerprints got on that rifle”

T

Jtight security  at  the 'Shelby|nine months that Mr. Ray was|most people_canjt dq.': » ke i :
‘County Jail had made Mr. Ray|never seriously ill and that he| - Sleep Not a Problem ‘| .. ?‘ound mhthe street__. i
“amervous wreck” . * " |never saw Mr. Ray when the| - while Mr. Ray|, A Tifle that' Mr. Ray had
During the nine months heiprisoner was not cheerful, and|, - desaidlthagd Wb et Tock Sf'bﬂl.lght in "Biriingham, Ala.,
R o Jall owlenETpial W ithet M. Ray wallia isplendia) 1a0 SCmpiained abop & lack of was found on the strest near
'{Ray was under the\ constant{physical condition: » . |privacy, ne never ,'meé';cfwn the sped from which Dr, King
watch of two guards, two teles] “We enyy the ‘condition he gfméjhge gz?igglte}i;%tsg:% = ac:;e was vggﬁt. it &
s ; N - s o,
vision camaras and one or morelwas in,” the plastic ‘surgeon stant surveil_llance. He also said|yjalg of Wakingon b, Cm., a
: : " |that Mr."Ray’s blood Dréssur€lRay’s chief attorney, “it was
had ‘not showntheflu ctuations|his rifle. He bought it, ’
that normally, accompany ner-| My Stanton said that Mr.
vousness. Thephysician said he Foreman, who has refused to
would compare Mr. Ray’s cell come to Memphis to testify.in
at the county jail to a.“good|the current hearing, told him|
motel room, except . for theland his father at their firstl
bed.” . T . meeting that he believed Mr.|
. -Dr. DeMere, whose sister was|Ray was guilty, and that a sug-|
married ,to, one of the- state|gestion was put forth that per-
prosecutorsh andling the Ray|haps Mr, Ray might plead guil-|:
case, said he had not ke pt any|ty. e R ; .
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