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heavy guard, James Earl Ray,
confesséd assassin.of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr., appeared
in federal court today as his
' |attorneys sought to prove he
was ~illegally coerced -into
pleading guilty to the civil
rights leader’s murder more
|than six years ago.

Drawn, thin and impassive,
Ray, 46, ‘contends his former
lawyer, noted criminal ‘attor-
ney Percy Foreman of Hous-
ton, browbeat him into plead-
ing ‘guilty. The attorney, he
claims, sought to 'avoid full
‘disclosure -of “'the .case :at a
trial so -that Foreman could
'share the profits from books_
‘and. articles by author William
Bradford Huie, .who had con-

clusive details of the; murd—er,
Ray 'also says his. mn'

dowless cell -equipped with 24-
hour—a{lay floodhghts ‘closc#

|, James. Earl Ray, escorfed by law en!orcement

Ray Gets Hearmg to Ask N ew Tnal :

MEMPHIS, Oct. 22—Under| i

‘the Sixth UL S. Clrcu.'lt Court

tracted with Foreman for ex— i

'months incarceration’ hereiaf-| Jr. &
ter his arrest in a special win-| of

L ger 28 W4

o] eircuit televmion surveillance

and’ seund monitor ‘rendered
i of making an
eeisidn on “Wwheth:

serving a 99-year sentence in
the state pemtentlary at ‘Nash-
ville. i

The current he__ari‘ng into his
claims comes after almost four.
years of jmaneuvering  from
court to court by Ray’s pres-
ent: attorne:ys The hearmg
wwas ordered. last! Janwary by

Appeals.in an opinion «whlc

\'said thecase “‘reeks with ethi-

cal, moral and professional ir-

regularities, demanding & full-{*

scale judieial inqulry" }

If Ray prevails, he could ﬁe;. “sec
allowed to withdraw his guilty M ; ggbqn«

plea and receive a full-dre!
trial in the King murder:

1
er to plead guilty. He is now’

|outgoing ‘mail,

The hearing, ‘which stai‘tea
| today, before U S : _D,lstrlct

Blllx J. Smath who -acknowl-
edged supervising the elabo-
rate. prison’ surveillarnce for
in late 1968 and early|

But/ he contended it was
needed {strictly for sscurity”
to protect Ray from outsiders
during an emotional time and
to prevent ‘Ray, a known es-

cape artist; from attemphng to!

‘break out.

Smith also. acknowledged
that all'of Ray s incoming and

'spondence: mth*‘hls attornays,
was ‘opened, - copied and'’ %ent
to the 1oca1 prosecutor‘s office.

“How does delwery of thuse

“except corre- |

Defendmg the handhng of
the' Ray case is the Tennessee
assistant attorney” general,
Henry Haile, ‘who' contends

\1the original trial judge, who

'accepted ‘Ray’s guilty plea, W.
Preston Battle went to extra
lengths in his questioning of
Ray -to assure -the plea was -
" freely and voluntarily made.

A transcript of the March
10, 1969, plea hearing shows
that Battle repeatedly " asked
‘Ray if he was pleading -on his
own; ‘accord. Ray said yes. He
said ‘he objected  only. to the
itheory held by then U. B, At-
‘torney General Ramsey Clark
and other. officials that there
wasmo conspiracy to kill King
and that Ray ‘acted alone. Ray

: -,did not. elaborate.
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