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other two chlldren Nancy, 26, .
now Nancy White of Win-
fchester Ky. and Mlehael 28, -

By J oe Fenley
: %eeml to The “Washington Post

DAYTON OHIO. 'July 6.
~—=Mareus Nayne Chenault,
-the "23-year-old: Bayton man
.aceuged of murder .in the
slaying of. Mrs. Martin. Lu-
-ther King Sri,is an enigma.

In the past wezk, a pic- -

.ture has emerged of a bitter,
aliepated young man. who
; helieves that black ministers
-expoloit their congregations
and deserve to.be punished.
His parents, Marcus H. and
Hendalee Chenault regarded
- him as no different than their

London Policemari
‘Slain, 2 Wounded

: Reuter A
LONDON July' 6—A police-
man mwas:shot to death here to-
day .and.-two. other  officers
wer_e_uwuumied by.a gunman
who fired into their patrol car.
Eyewitnesses said the gun-
man casually walked across a
highway south of London af-

ter . emptying his weapon. at .

‘the three young polzeemen

1who ‘had stopped hig® c&i’r' %"

quesﬂbmhhn

black ‘middle-class

an Aif Force sergeant sta-
tioned in Thailand.

T really shocked me ter-
nbly » said Mrs. Chenault of
her: son’s arrest during:an
interview in the family
home. in. the predominantly
West-
waod section:of Dayton, . -

“Inknow I didn’t raise him
this way. He was a good boy

- and we never had an¥v prob-

lems with any of the kids.”
“T'o ‘'me; Wayne was al-

“ways-a normal boy;” said his

father, a guard at Monsanto
Research Corp. in nearby
Miamishurg.
thing we ]ust ‘ean’t compre-

~hend.” 1

- Neighhbors are inclined to
agree.
- Ernest Johnson, who lives
next door to the Chenaults,
said the young man “was al-
ways courteous ‘and polite.”
. Close  associaets, with

whom young Chenault dis:

‘cussed religion, know him-as

- _persuasive. speaker . whos. .

bélieved the original Jews
fere Mogkon -

-

: B

“This issome-.
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Model Young

 Before Mrs. King's slay-

" ing, there were no indica-
tions that Chenault would

ever resort to violence.

¢ Standing = &-feet-4-inches,-
Chenault is: chubby and

wears glasses ‘with lenses 50

thick he could not obtain a

dnver‘s license.

IBorn_and reared in Win-
chester, he meve_li_ to Dayton
with his parents in 1967. -

While the Chenatlts lived
%in Kentucky they belonged. .
to the First Baptist Church.
“Wayne attended = Sunday
school and church services
and went to the Baptist
Training Union until we
moved to Dayton,” said his
mother.

After they mmred the
Chenaults began attendmg
the Tabernacle Baptist
Church in Dayton. Tt was at °
this point that Chenault’s
church attendance stopped.
Wayne attended church with
me - here . only once,” his
mother said.

“Up until 1967, he seemed
to enjoy- the church, but

. he became a. bif, con-s:

started asking
about different

fused and
queshons

- had the slightest idea h.lS

~dropped out of school last -

things in the Blble » she
said L

was shqgﬂ:ed By hf§ son S ar<
restiand at first refuse;ilito
believe it. Y
FéTdon't dmow what gr@g
~had,?said Chenault’s:;
mer “He ‘never made any
mention of the K_mg famig
Iy 1] 2
Young . Chenault came |
home  from - his” classs “at -
Ohioe State University every
three or four Weeks, said his
father, and was in Dayton
the“Friday and Saturday:lbe-
fore Mrs.. ‘King’s slaying. He
“Wwas-as normal as ever "‘the
elder Chenault said. SR
The father said he never

son might kill. ¢

In ! college Chenaul_t
wanted to go to law school
‘but was seeking a degreeiin
education first, as he -told |
his mother, “to prepare my-
'self just in case something
doesn’t go'right.”

He was a junior when he

year without telli
ents: Ing f ot ]

T l'+'

His college friends recall
that he frequently bragged

R

| about:his: sexual.prowess.
He Seemed to get aloneiwell

] with! women though he had
ne-:steady girlfriend. As a
/stident. Chenault liked red
wine. . -and - . occasmn Ly
smoked marijuana.

‘While he lived in a cam-
pus dormitory, his parents
visited: him regularly. Later
he moved to a small apart-
| ‘ment on 9th ‘Street .in . Co-
lumpus ' and - worked part-
time as a busboy. .

¢ We used to'wisit Thim up
at school, but -after he
moved over to 9th Street,
we didn’t check up on him,”
his mother said. “I didn’t ap-
“prove, but ‘he-and his dad
raised a'little, fuss. His fa-
ther went to bat for him say-
ing, “Let him be a man.’

Mrs. Chenault, a-'deeply

= T
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Changed

religious woman, .Spea]rs as
if she cannot reconcilethe
son she. raised with the man
charged with murder _

“He loved emmmmg;, gnd
basketball “workouts,” .. she
said. “He loved*physical ‘ed-
ucation. And reading.

“He would go to librar-
jes,” .  she continued,

- “especially the one on Ho-

over Avenue. At Ohio State,
Wayne would be late on re-
turnirig books and the
school would send the billg
to me.

- “The authors Weren’t all
black,” she recalled. “Just
different ones.” :

Donnie (Shorty) Moore,
also of Dayton, who knew

. Chenault at Ohio State, said

the young man was deeply
:meressed by one black' au-
thor’s hook, “The Choice:
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“The Issue of Black Survival
in ‘America;” by Samuel" T,
Yette, formerly @ -reporter
for the 'Deyton Journal Her-

ald and Newsweek maga—
zine. -
By all” aeedunts, Chénault
was most 1mpreseed by the
teachmgs of Hananiah E. Is-
rdel, a 68-year-old. black Cih:
cinnati resident, and self-
styled religious leader. by
Israel, whose legal name
is Stephen Holiman,
preaches a form of black Ju-
daism, believes that the’ fn-st
Jews were blacks, that

- blacks are eurrently the

slayes of whites,. and that
God w111 one' day free the ;
blacks, at which time whiteg
will become the slaves. -
Chenault began studying
with Israel:‘about eight or
nine months ago, just about
the time Chenault began ha-

rangmng hxs mother about
religionm:~* - " ik

“Tt got So that I'dwou‘ldn’t
even &lscuss it’ w:fh “him,”
she said. STt was Just ioo

-deep ‘for' me.”

Israel ‘cortends thaf'ihe
merely gave ‘Chenaulfthe
key to understanding the
Scriptures and. that ““once
Marcus - got the key, He
Wwould go'ori his own” Vo7

Chenaultls friend, Dothinie
Moore, is, convineed .of Che-
nault’s deep religious con-
victions' 'and' predicts’ that
Chenault will -use his mir-
der trial asa platform “fffﬁ‘ :
those beliefs, . : vt

“When he goés on’ frial: ”%T
they -give him.a Bible; he’].'[
make some points’ that will
cause them' tothink? said
Moore “I' think Marcus- W!‘,H




