ls

kept out of/ the. hmehght
during. the  years her. son
preached no violence from
the pulpit of the ﬂbgqezer
Baptist Church. -

Today, ﬁhe Gsyyear-oid
Mrs. King was seated at the
organ of the ‘church “when
the intonation of the Lord’s
Prayer by the choir was in-
terrupted by shots, -

| Two of her nine grahd—-_'
ehxldren ‘were' among ‘the ©
congregation 'as 'a young

black man opened fire, Mrs:

‘King-and a male member of
the congregation were killed..
and another woman was

wounded.
Mrs.. ng was shot in the
same simple, red brick

church in which the nation’s
great gathered to  mourn
the death of her son, Dr.
Martin: Luther King Jr., who
was | assassinated: Apnl 4,
1968, .

_ Mrs. ng, the former Al-
berta  Christine ‘Williams,
never gave interviews ‘dur-
ing the historic years when
her ‘son preached his - non-

violent doctrine and ied cl'Vﬂ

rights' marches,

A shy, reserved per\son
she simply bowed her head
and nodded when Emperor
Haile Selassie of Ethiopia
spoke to her after he had
placed & wreath on her son’s
tomb in 1969. .

A vietim of violence, she
‘was no stranger to tragedy.
Less than 16 months after
King Jr. was slain, her sec-

| ond and last son, A. D, King,

drowned in  the -backyard

swimming poul qf |
in Atlanta;
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ALBERTA WILLTAMS KIN(
+as 0 stranger to: tragedy

she and “Daddy ng” de-
voted themsélves to them.
King -Sr, who ‘often
preaches at Ebenezer, dinft5
not deliver the sermon to-
day. He was coming into
the- church when his wﬁe
was shot.

“We live for the grand-
children,” she and her hus-
band often said. King Jr,
left four: Yolanda, -who at-
tends Smith College, Martin
Luther King III, Dexter and
Bernice. A. D. Km,ghad five
children, two of whom the

g 71t 4

This :s_themganmm _



Upited Press International

Alberta Williams King and her husband at the funeral
of their son, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., in 1968.

Mrs. King Led Life

Away Fro
VICTIM, From At
Mrs..King was: the daugh-

ter of a Baptist minister, .

the late Rev. A. D. Williams,

She married King Sr.,who

was ‘the son of a: sharecrop-

per,  in  Atlanta nearly:50: .

(years ago -and their, three
children were born in a sim-
ple, white - frame house a
blocks from Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church, ~— © ¢

She had ‘only one living
child, Christine, who is ‘mar-
ried to Isaac Farris of A
lanta. Mrs. Farris'is an
assistant professor of educa:
tion at Spelman College,

More than 1,000 persons’

gathered /in Atlanta in De-
cember, 1970, 1o’ honor the
elder Kings at-a testimonial
dinner mar
birthday. ¢ i
Throughout ‘the evening
“Mama King"” : dabbed -her
eyes while the robust King
Sr. vacillated hetween out-
bursts'of laughter and quiet
moments of humility while
friends and celebrities from
across -the nation filed

arking King's 70th

m Spotlioht
m . potlight
‘across the podium fo
them' tribute.
Mrs. 'King never’ made.
speeches, hut her daughter-
. inlaw, Coretta: Scott King,
‘spoke for her, Pyt i
“Mama and Daddy King
represent ‘the best: in man-
hood and womanhood, the
_bést in a marriage, the kind
.0f people we are trying to
-..become,” said. .the1 widow of
“the younger King. _ _
 “What we have achieved
in the -human struggle.. for
freedom, we couldn’t have
~..doné without the help of
tl;_lelse tw 'e_bplgf} who hap-
‘pen’to be.my parents also,”
he/said of her inlaws.;
In his book, “Stride' To-
ward Freedom,” Dr. Martih
Luther King Jr. wrote: “My -
mother, as the datighter of a
- successful - minister, J had
grown up; in _comparative
~comfort. She had been ‘sent
to the best available sghool
and college-and had;in gen
‘eral, been protected from
the worst;blights of discrim-
inationf . - ¢
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