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Dr.King’s

Mother
Is:Slain .

*
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Empties Pistols
In Ga. Church:

" iBy-Tim O’'Brien
-and Austin Scott * -
Washington Post Statt Writoesl
ATLANTA, June 30" —
Alberta Williams = King,
mother of slain civil right its
leadel’ Martin Luther King
Jr., was shot and killed, to.
day’in the Atlanta church
wherts her husband 'is pas-
tor.:” . .
A ''young black gunman,
identified by police as Mar
cus Wayne Chenault of Day-
ton, Ohio, opened fire duri
. Sunday services at Ebenezer
Baptist Church, killing aﬁ:
King“and a church deae
Edward  Boykin. Anotheér
church-goer, . Mrs. Jimmy Wit
chell, ‘was wounded _in“‘ﬁp-
chest_.'-.f!s i ¥
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Affer firing every sh
a pair of handguns inside’
church, the assailang wa
wrestled to the fl T
church -goers and he -,\-“iml

arre 11 AR
Mrs, King was: shot
she was playing the organ in
the ghurch where her  son
once; preached nonviolence
wjgere her husband,;

and
tin Luther King Sr., has been
, pastor  for more tha:é?.four
decadgs. '!’b
Screaming and spraying bul.
lets from the two pistpls, the
young assailant leapt into the
choir;stall during recitation of

the Lord’s Prayer. The Rev,
Calvin Morris, who wagyin the
pulpit, when ‘the " 'shooting

erupied, said - the lan
jumped from his pew, shouted
Obscanities, the&_‘ enedifire,
“The only person he!sgeems
to have pointedito w&é&ﬁs.
King” Morris said. “Whether
he did that begause he knew
who she was or. because’ she
was close to him, I'msnot
sure.” - k-
Mrs. King was shot once in
the head. She was rushed to
nearby Grady Memorial Hos-
' pital, where she died about an
Bour’later. She wag69,
I A hospital spokesman said
i Boykin, 69, was dead on .ar-
trival, Mrs. Mitchell, 66, was.re-
!;-ported in good condition.. *
"' Mrs, King’s son, Martin Lu-

sistant minister at the chureh,

ther Jr, “was™ aSSassinated
April 4, 1968, while spearheads
ing a drive on behalf of strike
ing ‘sanitation workers ‘in
Memphis, Tenn. The assassin,
James Earl Ray, is serving ‘a
99-year prison term, - ¥
King was an internationally
recognized civil rights leader
and ‘won the Nobel prize for-
peace. i
The Rev. Littleton Pri

.

said the gunfire exploded Just
10 minutes into the serviee.
the congregation sat ‘v
heads bowed, n
“There was a noise” the
said. “I thought the organ‘had
blown up. I looked up and ‘saw
Mrs. King holding her head.
Price said the gunman appar-
ently shot first at Mrs. King,
then swung hig fire: toward
Mrs: Mitchell, S
Witnesses said that agithe
gunman was being subdued he
bellowed: “Don’t hit me, T on’t
‘it;me. The war made me like
this, The war made me like
this” L e

1-year-old suspeet, has
harged' with two cotnts
rder, one count of as-
biand one count of ‘carry-
concealed weapon.-

- King’s 73-year-old hus-
was in his study Jjust' be-
the sHooting. Mursel
r, a member of the con-
ion, “said King" entered'
glschurch as the gunman

opeted fire. He was given' se-
datlen: at Grady Meniari_al

i

Hosgital and released. :
Stafe Sen. Leroy Johnson, a
friend of the King family, said
later that Dr. King went ‘to
the police station to_talk to

the gunman shortly. after’ he
wasagrested. w07 0

“Dr. King said the man told
himyhg Jhere to gat his

e John! 01.1 r.
King said‘he asked the man
why he shot his wife and the
man answered, ‘Because -she
was a Christian and all. Chris- |
tians are my enemies,””
Coretta King, widow of the
slain civil - rights -leader, “gs[
out of town when the ‘shooting'
occurred, but arrived at the
King home a few hours later. |
. Derek King,.a grandson of
the elder Kings, “helped sub-

|due the gunman. “He was de-

lirious,” he said, “He appearéd
to be.in a fever. He said over
and over: ‘The war did this to
me. It’s the-war’” - C

Another churchgoer, - Cra‘
nalf Flagg, ‘said the assailant
was seated near the front. of

the church, to the right of the
bulpit, “and “leapt up as the
choir began “fo “sing. “He
jumped up and made a shot

[Everyorie wassilent, thought
a ﬁSer ‘had exploded,” ‘Flagg
said: “ 'm going to Kl every
mefem in here, (the gunman
said). He emptied the gun,
then he reached in his:--'k:oati
nd got another just like it.
‘That's  when . somehody
| shbuted,*Get down.’ I crawled
of e church /-

At the police stafion*where
the suspeet was being held,
guards were patroling—Some

lanta Police spokesman ' said
the guard was established
| “bécause some persons in the
black™ community and others
might want to shoot the guy
that shots-’Mrs. Kigg? ' & = S
~Guards, were also stationed’

at the homes of the elder King|
and Cosetta King, i

arthed with riot guns. Ag At:|

' “James Kemp;' an..Ebenezer
deacon, said the young igan!

5 a visitor at’the. chi
and .earlier Sunday morning
had attended a Bible class.
When the assailant began fir-
ing) Kemp said, “the choir
dived down under the seatson’

the floor.' Everybody staa‘g;ed-':

 Sereaming. It was, pandemo-|-{, - §a

- nium, He was firing. in
direction. He' didn’t hi
choir . member.” o

Assistant Police ‘Chief J, L.
Mullins told, newsmen Che.!
nault elaimed “he recejved or-|
ders:from his god to kill the

Revi Martin Luther King § T,

-every|
o

the son he shot Mr; ng
wasfbecause she was ingarest
tathim,” Mullins said. -Aecord-
ing £ i .mberé;]ofﬁh DOETe-
rsit King “Wwasonly

three'or four feet from thel
gunman. ] J

will By _
morning, indicated that hi
rived in Atlanta by bus on’ Sat-
urday. He said the suspect:
told police that “he checked
infoa motel near the chum
' yest_erday’ and made plans’
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Mullins described the' sis-
pect'as “very ealm -and aware
of what was. going on? He
‘said Chenault. had si ed a
statement about the Shootin, :
* A Daytor police official‘told
The Post that Chenault had no
criminal record with t e de-
‘Dartment there. A spokesman
jat Ohio State University. saic
| Chenault was a first-yeap gr
;uate student in educatic b His.
]fatl_;pr, Marcus H. Chenault, 15
 a factory worker for Monsanto
| Industries in thé Dayton: sub-:
| urb of Miamisburg, Associated
Press reproted. i
A spokesman .for the FBI
said the bureau:had joined the
investigation, -

Georgia Gov. Jimmniy ‘Car-
tér, who. was in Los Angeles
for a Democratic Party’tele-

=%,

‘thon, said he talked tay, Dr.
King by, %Isom; :after: the
Shootingsis - 7 §iaigd B -

“Dr:King asked me*o point

ottt that there-is no-

5

"mafi, Cart
told me he: ;
man in the hospital

| Df King
7 s

fresult’ of

the “assailant
Dot know it

| .i’r-r.q h
;‘\__ﬂj

that he was clearly de
He said he had come tg
is. enemies; the: Chpi
said there wa -
in'the incident, but

resul? of thedyoung,
said King Yold" him

‘apparently did

hatred‘in

3

5 W e
eputy White House .press -

spokesman Gerald L. Warren

J said, “The President

1C was sad-
-dened by the tragic.and sense-
less act.” President Nixon issin

i

_House Speaker Carl Albert

(D-Okla)) commented, “It is a
most’ unfortunate thing  that
|such a fine person, whose fam-
lily has been struck by tragedy,
'should be so senselessly slain

in church”

don't mean lynchin
mean a trial without
|dallying that goes on

4

" | Roy Wilkins, executive: sec- .
- |{retary of the . NAACP de-
¢lared, “. . . Regardless of the
preachers who say ‘vengeance
isimine sayeth the Lord,’ I he-.
lieve we ought to haye venge- .
ance here, and promptly. I

g, but T
the::'ﬁilbn :

In tragic irony, the 'shooting

'was announced ‘on television i
;shortly after the Democratic'

telethon broadcast a

taped ap--

peal by Dr. King for party. °

contributions.

It was also a final ironythat
Mrs. King lost her life in the
same red- brick: ¢hurch that
had been the center of her life’
since she was 'born Alberta’
Williams in 1904. Her father,.

the ” Rev. A, D.
founded ," Ebenezer

Williamg; -
Baptist

‘Church. When he died in 1031, -

Alberta’s husband, Dr; Martin”
‘Luther Xing Sr., succéeded 'as

pastor; a ' postion
holds.. - .

he still .

d it was, in Ebenezer that

And
ﬁ% nemorigl service
| etedrgorglfér slain

artin Luther King;
is buried nearby.:

was con:
Son; Dr.



