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Slayer of
Dr. King
Won't Eat

Nashville.

James Earl Ray began a
hunger- strike Friday top ro- -
test hiss elitary confinement
and lost even more privi-
leges, Tennessee state pris-
on official-said.

Warden James Rose said
Ray, serving a 99-year term
for the 1968 slaying of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., re-
fused2hism eals Friday. -

“He threw. his - breakfast
tray out on the walk and
scattered food all over the
wall,” Rose saud. ‘‘He was
written up and the discipli-
nary board gave him ten
days in punitive segrega-
tion,” (v

Rose said Ray’s assign-
ment to punitive segregation
means he will lose exercise,
radio, televiion, library and
concert privileges.

Ray has filed suit in US.
District Court seeking re-
lease from administrative
segregation where he is
housed2in a single cell apart
from'the generalp rison pop-
u lafion. - - '

Prison officials contend
Ray has to be lockedsupb e-
cause of his record of escape
attempts and because he
may. be in danger from oth-
er prisoners. :

Ray said in his suit that
the conditions of his confine-.
ment are harming both his
mental and physical health.

'_However, when Judge L.
Clure Morton ordered Ray’s
lawyers to show cause why
their client should not sub-
mit to a psychiatric’ exami-
nation, Ray told the court he
would rather -drop the suit :
than undergo testing. He
alo said he wassdismissung
h is_attorneys.
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