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He is thinner now than he
was, pale from long months
of isolation in his cell, and
though James Earl Ray is
only 45 years oId he seems
an old man.

The convicted assassin of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
stdres suspiciously at visi-
tors to his cell, talks to al-
most no one, refuses to exer-
cise or Work and spends his
days planning the nextlegal
bout with Tennessee offi-
cials.

For the most part the le-
gal challenges that" Ray
writes on a small typewrlter
in his cell are filed ina dis-
tx eourt office, almost in-

ably denied and soon
forgotten But that may be
changing,

It began late last month

when a local television sta-

tion here reported #hat Ray,

in a plea for a new trial, was

about to release to Tcnnes-

see authorities the names of
several persons who plotted

in Dr. King’s murder. Ru-

mors of the details spread .
quickly; one report alleged

that Ray would invelve him-

self with a group of prom-
inent white Southemcrs\who

hired him to perform the

1968 rifle slaying in Mem-

phis.

As it turned out, both the
original report and the ru-
mors -were: incorrect but
what Ray. claim in g
L.cornplamt fJ.l ith the fed-

“eralidistrict court here was
enough to keep alive specu-
* lation that a conspiracy may
. have led to Dr. King’s death.

Ray, who confessed to the,
King murder in 1968 and re-
‘ceived a 99-year sentence,
asked for $500,000 damages
from Tennessee as a result
of oppressive confinement”’
and complicity in the sup-

pression of cv1dcnce durmg .

his trial.

Contrary to the earlier re-
ports, Ray did not name any
individuals nor did he direct-
ly "allege a conspiracy. ‘He
did say however, that ““yar-
ious items of information”
had been suppressed by his
former attorney, Percy
Foreman. The information
hlcluﬁed two phone numbers
‘which,. Ray cla1med turned
out 'to belong to pérsons or

. fortheoming,

ffarl Ray

_ groups with reasons.fo hate

Dr. King.

The two phone num‘ﬁe_rs,
one in Baton Rouge and the
other in New Orleans, were
tracked down, Ray said, by
‘the late Z. T. Osborn, a dis-
barred Nashville attorney
who was furmshed the' fium-
bers “indirectly.”

In his petition to U. S Dis-

trict Court Judge L. Clure -

Morton, Ray claimed;,th_at
Osborn found the Baton
Rouge number to be listed to
a parish (county) official
“under the influence of a
teamster”; the New Orleans
number belonged to a ‘‘resi-
dent” who ‘“was — among
other things — an agentof a
Mideast organization dis-
tressed because of Dr. Mar-
tin-Luther King’s reported

death, public support of the
Palestine Arab cause."”

The “conspiracy” account
stopped there. It amounted
to less than a page of a
15-page petition which con-
cerned 1tself mostly : with
conditions* of Ray’s isolated
cell. The document not only
failed to name the individ-
uals involved, it did not list
the ecritical phone number
nor did it indicate what, if
anything, the men invelved
had to do with the ng mur-
der

But Ray did list those who,
he :said, knew of the investi-
gation and suppressed the
results. They were Fore-

man, his defense attorney’

during the Memphis trial;

Temlessee Attorncy General
: ong “With one .

- g&f s, and, possi- |
th, atthor. William JBrad- .

D -

ford Huie, who workei ex-

tensively with both Rayand |
Foreman in a 1968 adcount

of the assassinatién.

All of these figures denied
any knowledge of the Loui-
siana phone numbers, var-
iously branding Ray as “stir
crazy,” and his story “ma-
larkey.”

“I once spent 4% days
with Ray trying to estab-
lish that there was (a con-
spiracy),” said Foreman in
a telephone interview. I
was trying to find somebody
else. Anyhody, anywhere. [
was trying, you undcrsta_nd
to show him that it would be

in his interest, if only to :

muddy the water.”

before his

'speculatmn
‘new suggestions of conspita--

therd 'Was no conspiracy,
Foreman' said, and he’gave
up the attempt

“ 7. T. Osborn, the person
who Ray claimed was most
directly involved in the in-
vestigation, committed sui-
cide in 1970. But others, in-
cluding Osborn’s widow,
Foreman and Tennessee of-
ficials, have all claimed the
late attorney had no connec-
tion with Ray or any investi-
gation surrounding the case.

Ray’s charges, hinting at
involvement by both Jewish
groups and the Teamsters
Union, also failed to make
the connection with his own
previous account of the mur-
der as told to William Brad-
ford Hule in his hook | “He
Slew the Dreamer,”-

’In that verswn.Ray;
- claimed that a

th Ameri-
can named aoul” - in-
structed. him to buy the 30-06
caliber rifle that was used to
kill Dr. King on April 4,
1968. Told by Raoul to catrry
the gun to Memphis where
it would be shown: to
prospective buyers, Ray
claimed he was sitting in a
white’ Mustang when he
deard the shot. Moments
later, Raoul assertedly ran
to the car carrying the rifle.

Besides the South Aw—
can, no other persons e
ever mentioned in that ac-
count. Howver, Ray ‘did fell
Huie that several days be-
fore the shooting Raoul

“said that he had to go to
New Orleans for a couple of
days and left.

Raoul is not tnentioned in
Ray’'s recent 'co'u'i"t ‘petition.

In fact, _been
that these.

cy may not be mtended»so_f
much to gain anew trialfor
Ray but merely to foilat-
tempts by Tennessee author-
ities to'have him transferred
to a federal prison, a place
Ray does not want to go. i

Tennessee state prifon
warden James H.-Rose said
the fransfer is intended for
Ray’s benefit since a federal
prison would allow him
more -freedom than the iso-
lated cell to which hé is
presently confined. .

Ray told one local reporfer
that the fransfer was, to
place him in a fedeial
“mental institution . . .
where they can more or less
keep a prisoner incommuni-
cado.” If Ray can create
enough interest.in a possible
conspxracy to bcgm a new

© ports

Ray t'od'ﬂ' The appeals continue

tion_ goes, he. may prevent
h‘iﬁi‘ans;er hééatise of the
need to keep himtwithin'the
state for further questioning.

Such an mvestngaﬁlon
seems unlikely. Talking with-
a local news reporter;-Ray’
conceded that he had:been
the source of the original re-
claiming he would
name, conspirators and that
the information was a hoax

“I sometime write rms-
leading things on purpose,
he told the Nashville Ten-
nessean, purporting that the
information, included in a
letter, had been wntten to
tease prison officials” who,
Ray believes, .opened his
mail surreptitiously.” =
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LAWYER FOREMAN He denied the charge
- He finally gave up

Ra_y being taken to prison after his 1969 conviction



