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The Tennessee Supreme Court
day- rejected an ap@ea], by

1in the slaying of Dr Mar- :

{ unanjmous opfmon the
“willingly,

Eﬂ%ﬁmgly ‘and- m“‘felhgently

~and with the advice of com-

petent counsel entered a plea

_., of guilty to murder in the first -
““degree by lying in wait.” ,..

Ray pleaded- guilty last

March 10 to’ the 1968 slay i
of King in Memphis. Cri
Court Judge W Pres%oh

tle sentenced Ray to 99 Years
in state prison.

8 January 1970

THE HIGH ‘cotirt’s 0p1mon
read ‘by Special Judge Erby

L: Jenkins, said, ““This: court
-cannot sit idly by while' deep-

ening disorder, disrespect for

the Con_s_titu_tion’s authority,

and, ' mounting - violence and

- murder stalk the land and let

waiting justice sleep.”
Battle died 21 days after

sentencing Ray and Shelby:
County officials later found in:
his/court reeords a letter from
{Ray, seeking a new trial on
grounds he was not adequate-

ly ;represented at his trial.

The. Supreme ' Court . said
Ray “was represented by pri-
vat.aly retained able counsel.”

g

IN. SEEKING a Supreme
Court” review of the case,
Ray’s “lawyers cited a state
law which'says-that if a trial -
judge dies when.an appeal is -
pending, a new trial must be
granted.

. But the stabe cited anoﬁxar
law. that. says a person; who
pleads guilty waives: all rights -
to appeal or to a new trial.

. The /state’s  contention was .
upheld last” year by ‘hoﬁh i
Criminal Court. Judge Artbur:
Faquin”of ‘Memphis and ‘the
State Court of Criminal- Ap- .
peals. Ray’s lawyers ‘then
sought a: stﬁtef.‘:‘,upreme Court :
review. -
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