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(In the March 214 :
editions of the LAFRERY
Peter-Dawnay published ré
which supported speculatic
twosentirely different men
identified as ge Ramon Snéyd |
(J,E.'Ray) in doh and that the ‘
possibility ofa conspiracy in the
death of Dr; M.L, King was very
real indeed, 'There is still-an

aura of suspicion and mystery |

surrounding the James Earl Ray
affair, and the following is a
turther report by Mr, Dawnay
which should possibly shed some
light on that mystery. Although
the FREE PRESS does not fully
eribe to Mr, Dawnay's the-
ﬁs we feel that his investiga-
. tié?E"pontalns enough information
of substance to merit clogesats
tention, — Ed.) 26y
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PETER DAWNAY..

James Earl Ray was born in
.iltan Illinois, a steel mill town
about 30 miles northeast of st,
Louis. He was a drop-out from
school and he joined the army
when he was 18, In 1949, ha was
convicted of burglary in Los
geles and was arrested in __950
for vagrancy, In 1951 he was
charged with driving an automo-~
bile Without a license’, and,in
1852 he collected a two=year
géntence for robbing a Chicago
‘cab driver of $11, Later he col-

#ected ancther twowyear sentence
ih Kangsas for forging postal
ey orders, Finally, in 1959, he'
feceived a twenty year sentence
ro? robbing a grocery store in
Louis, It is the typical rec—
or?d of the small-tifne, unsuccess-
fill erook, Ray was clearly a man
whose standing evenamongcrim-
inals must have been exceed-
ingly low,

And yet this petty thief, who
appears to have beenlackingboth
in_intelligence and resource, is

.-supposed to have murdered &
leading political figure in broad
da.y'iisht at a time when a large
number of policemen had been
especially alerted to prevent just
that from happening, to have got-
ten clean away from-the scene
of the crime and o have re-
mainéd at’ IMMMWO months

"‘0

ey

£:

behind covered with his finger
prints amongst numerous Gttier
clies pointing' to his identity. |

What possible motive can’one
atthibute to such a man for’such
n erime? Did he believe that‘this

ld make him aheroamofigthe

rregationists of the South? Did
he not comprehend that he would
be a hunted man for the rest of
his life? Did he not kmow'that
Ray, the assassin, would be sear-
ched for with far greater dili-
genee than Ray, the escaped | on-
vil':t" One has only to ask €
questions to realize that R&y’
level of intelligence must
been remarkably low. -

But is there not some offer
sc‘lﬁtion to this problem? fé it
not :possible that Ray wasj in
fact, only marginally involved
in the killing of Kirg, that he'Was
mérely a dupe who was midde
into' an unwitting ‘decoy or fﬂl; |

guy? Was there not perhaps'a
large seale conspiracy into whlt!‘.)t\l,‘
Ray was-drawn with the intentl
of “using him in order to conaéal
thet very existence of the eon-
spira_cy from the public?
Although dne is tempted to

e es obviously, that mustbe

‘e an 't

th
not

mediataly a-

other questions i
rfs%f Ray did“not’ shoot"
why "did he plead guilty. of

own free will? And why shouldy’

the conspirators have imagined
that he could be induced to do so
or have felt secure from ex-
posure? They must have realiz-
ed that in prison, Ray would quite
probably be willing to talk, par-
ticularly if he were offered the
opportunity to turn states' evi-
dence,

If one is to accept Ray d4s a
fall-guy, then one has to aceept
that both the judge and his oWn
defense counsel were doing the
bidding of the conspirators, Al-
though that may not seem too far
fetched, the fact Is that Ray

fired an attorney who was pre-
pared to defend him, on tl?e eve

o of fﬁ'&‘%’%‘neyds arrested in London
was Rdy. The question i
neither of them resembleé
pubﬂﬁsheﬁﬂifn the press..."

Which? In fact,
the photograph

.

5

%‘wertﬂtfu o
For

1°the
attorney had prepared was
based precisely on the premise

t Ray was a dupe and a fall-

If this really were the case,
I’fat did Ray have to' complain
out? And why did he wait until
thirty six hours before the trial
began to fire this attorney? .

In order to find a possible
solution to this problem;we must
g0 back to the first week of J!
1968, In fact the last week' W
Ray "spent at liberty. Durink that
week there were in London fwo
mel using the samealias, Ramon
Geerge Sheyd, One stayed at the

New. Harls Court Hotel frof the, -

28th-May until the 5th olJune:ﬂe»

was ‘about ‘5t 9 tall, was of ay-
age buildand wore glasses ith

t ok plastic rims, He seamﬁeto
in good health, to be age

een 30 and 35 and his hair was °

nat crew-cut, He did not have
?nken cheeks or look ill, He had
.southern American accent, He
dld not have a cleft in his chin,
"He did not spend much time
his room during the day and al-:
ways handed in his key when'he
went out, He usually came in for

dbout 9:30 p.m.
He was exceptionally shy and

conversation with
1, T_txlea-l:e-

ceptl
ty_.? ng thing, felt quite sur
he Would not have had the cour-
age to' ask her out, She felt
y for him in a way, and on!re
ent an hour ‘going through'a
Ieahet on English currency with
him, But he seemed to her to'be
unusually unintelligent and uriab-

le to take it in, The reception- '

ist identifies him positively as
the man whose photograph was
issued by the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police soon after the
arrest,

When he left, he took a cdb to
the air terminal to leave his bag
and . announced his intention of
catching a plane that night; It is
almost certain that he flew to
Lisbon and flew back again three
days later to find two senior po-
lige officers waiting for him on
arrival,

The day after the arrest, the
receptionist received a callfrom

police in/the early partiof the’

Tning, ~The offidér. wanted :to
kfiow if the New Earls 'Court
Hotel had issued a deposit re-

te o
that '

Pﬂpaﬁs Is that namaene

13 June 1969
James Earl Ray Waits in Prison while the Nation Contemplates

X
—y | CEBE -acertajmu:’ﬁ%er She
I mmgsﬁnt it had'and'sald that

; it was ih fiie name of Sneyd, Had

| thewwidm stayed at the hatel,the
. officer asked. Yes,; said:the re-
. ceptionist, " “You, pamﬁ gr,mbly
.seen about the! arrest in today's

‘the story of how a call-
Sneyd arriving from Lisbon
d been arrested, P

the day that this Sneyd, eft
the New Earls Court, another man
had checked in at the Pax Hote
Although he was also calledojé
mon George Sneyd, he was. ,n%i
only quite different in appearance
to the first man, but also. dﬂ-
fered in manner a.nd behavior,
was between 5 11” and 6 :
and was very lightly built’ R
slender. He had a sort of crew-
cut and there were very tight
chtls in his dark brown hair, He
S.sun-tanned.and worg horn-
rimmed spectacles; “was  aged
somewhere between 30 and tﬂﬁ

afid.was deeply suntanned, He had

A "fa:cleft in his chin, he looked {ll

‘and drawn and his cheeks were
ken, His accent was Cana=-
dian. -
. The Pax is a small hotel, run
by Mrs, Thomas who owns it, It
was she who opened the door to
him, and she felt from the first
thnt there was a mystery about
him, Her first impression was
that he was drunk but as there
was no smell on his breath she
came to the conclusion that he
was under the influence of drugs,
She made sure that he paid in

During the next three days,
Mrs, Thomas became convinced
that Sneyd was severely mentally
ill; He spent all day in his room
_only going out to buy food which
he returned to eat behind a lock-
ed door. Almost every time she
passed his door she noticed that it
was open a crack and that he
was furtively crouching behind it
watching her as she went by, HE
complained to her constantly of
violent headaches and kept asking
her for aspirins, She had the im=
pression that he did not seem to
know where he was, as if he
were completely dazed,—

When he departed suddenly on
the morning of Saturday, June 8
Mrs, Thomas could not help say-
ing to herself: “Good riddance.,”
After he had gone, she found a
plastic syringe stuffed downsthe
waste pipe of the washbasin in
his room, In the waste paper
basket, was a hypodermic needle
which fitted it.

Through the window, she had
seen him hail a cab in the street,
and later she was told by police
officers that he had gone in this
cab to London Airport where he
had been arrested,

.One of theae,_gggneydsmun-
doubtedly Jam arlRay, The
question is, Whieh? In fact neith-



er of them resembled the photo-
graphs of Ray which had pre-
viously been published in the
Press, but the first WAS the
man in the photo issued by the
RCMP soon -after the arrest, -

was -the photo supposedly used
by Ray in his passport appli-
cation, Add to this the fact.that

this' was the first man tg,be -

arrested, and there is a strong |
supposition that he is ingfact
James' Earl Ray, But for jthis,
we pmust of course assume;that
they first arrest was not made
by schance but had been care-
fully, planned in-advance. And we
must also, assume that the se-
cond arrest was accidental and
not planned, . [
As to the-ldentity of the se- |
cond' man, -and the question of
what became of him after hisar-
rest, ‘it “yas’ only possibleto
ghess, All-that was known was
“both ‘Scotland Yard and the
FBI ‘Wwere- at’very great pains to
concéal “hi& drrest, Thisin it- |
sealf provides fairly clear clitie
derice’of ‘a- conspiracy whigh

authoritiéswdid not wish thefpub-
N .- m: it

] i to see that
tographs he ‘priscner
ublistied, The newsSpapers
only carried pictures of thé.crowd
outside the courthouse ‘and of the
polide van onits way backtopri-
son after the hearing, In court,
the prisoner was surrounded by
burly police officers, making it
impossible for spectators in the
ry 'to get a good look at
When the. extradition pro-
gs were over, hewas flown
out fof England in' the utmost
secrecy, in“the dead of night, in
merican Air Force plane,
Wasi there only one prisoneron
thatyplane, or were there
" When Ray arrived in Memphis,
there was the same secrecy and
stringent
was.not allowed tophotograph the
man but ‘@ picture taken by the
Sherriff’s office was released for
publication, It showed a mén in
glasses, trussed almost like a
c en, and with head bowedThe
fadlal features were thus notgasy
to ‘distinguish, but Mrs, Thomas
felt that it was not the maniwho.
had stayed at thePax,

Arthur Hane®, Ray's attorney
at the time, was ‘putting outsthe
spggestion that King's lifethad
been taken as a result of a com-
munist plot, It is possiblejthat
Hanes really belleved this, but it
is “equally possible that itiwas
not intended as a serious defetise
and that it was designed solely
for the purpose of throwing peo-
ple off the scent of the T
right-wing plot, Whatever ity
there seemed little doubt tha

e

o7 |
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case would proceed to trial, when, -

with thirty-six hours to go, Ray
fired Hanes and immedlately re-
tained the services of onéif:
most highly paid lawyers™

i
doll

i

past? It will be r

Unifé@States,
The trialywas then postponed )
for four whole months,

Arthur Hanes was not un-
ndturally flabbergasted by this
turn of events, It was simply a
subterfuge to procure a delay,
he, announced, But a subterfuge
on-whose part? Why should Ray
hdve wanted a delay? *This is
some scheme by the brothers,”
Hanes said, *“What for, I'don’t
know, They could notrunthe case
with me as the lawyer, Tl
have been working against s,
And he added, “When I say ol
Ray last Wednesday, I knew
something was up, He was spre-
laxed, not even interested ingalk-
ing about the trial,” The scheme
had evidently been hatched by the
6th of November, i

So we are asked to believe
that. Ray’s penniless brothers who
inhﬁl;m the  same world of petty

ars for amurder ca
over, it now appears
lawyer showed no interest in
proving Ray’s innocence; |
According to an AP dispatch
published on the 15th of March,
the deal involving Ray's plea of
guiltyyiin exchange for his: life
was set onfoot’about five weeks
after Foreman took on the;case,
HughyStanton, the public defen-
der, says that he talked with;Ca-
nale,! the District Attorney; a-
bout a possible guilty plea about
a week before Christmas, ‘and
Canale says that he talked about
it to the Department of Justice
on December 18, On December
31 Canale spoke to Mrs, King's
lawyer in New York to see what
her reaction would be, The law-
yver rang back to say that she
was_“opposed in fact and prin-
eiple to capital punishment and
would not wish to see Ray ex-
ac in' the electric chair,”
Both Ramsey Clark dnd, Gover-
nor!Buford Ellington of Tennes-
see concurred 'in the deal, Af-

ter the trial, Foreman Yrote:
4 saved his life in the ofily way
could be saved, T consider th

T

1edn achievement,”" -
on Ray was led,

W

cdameras, in London, Mrs, Tho-
mas saw the film on television,
and she swears that it was the
man who stayed at her hotel,
Does this mean that the second
Sneyd was switched for James
Ear] Raye, or does it mean that

this man was the real Ray, all

“along? Interestingly enough, an

AP dispatch of November 12,

the day that Foreman took oyer
the case, said this; “Observers

* who, had, seen him at his last
- public: appearance said his face

peared more drawn than in the

3 ambered
that“the second Sneyd’s face was
dr?wn,- whereas the first’s was
not,

|

§

Todoties.
on Ray's brothers quote
ey could not run the
with me as the lawyer,” Ra
brothers must haye realized |
Hanhes was not{working in the
best interest of his client, They
B d?med that he was notliln
. but a fall-guy from the moment
of his indictment, It must 'lt?i%le
en clear to them that Ha.‘l_'fe;fs
posed communist;plot wa
_tgke designed in part at any r
0
sails, But obviously they would
v have been prepared to.ex
hange Hanes to something bet-
It so happens that it wa.sﬁjlr-
the month of October, that I
ade the discovery that .
Sneyds had been arrested,
2very reason tobelieve that
Adnd Yard was aware of v
Knew, During October Mrs,"
Jmas was visited by officers i
8 gntland Yard together w ;
man from the FBI.who told.her
Bt she would berequired togive
ence at the trial and tha .she
Aswnot to discuss the case with
anybody, The FBI man insisted
that she was not to say thatihe
had been in this country “and
practically called her aliar when
she mentioned the needle'gs
syringe found in Sneyd's ragr
& sergent from the Yar
‘epeatedly she was not to. ta
tdyanyone «f she knew what w
good for her,” i

N

-On November 8, I saw for | t"e k:

first time the receptionist;at the
Newefarls Court hotel, She had
moved some way out of Londos
shortly after theyarrest mkl rl?%?ipd
spoken to her previously by télg-
Phone, On November 10, she gay
in ‘a week otice at her new ho-
tel and left g'_even days later, She
:}g,gow raceable,

i November 7, the subpoena -

was formally issued on Mrs,

g

* fare,

Thorq as, The letter which aceom-
1t Th '?MAI]. in~-

{

-

take the wind out of their own |

:

-part .ofwthe bargaifi-m

freedom without much delay, No

A\
ght not be possih
get away with a fake!-':trlh.l' éi?dtg
fake defense as they have done
;in the Sirhan case, Somehow 3
& d to be avoided and.the
) ﬁluﬁun_ they could see was
to pefsuade Ray to plead guilty
_But how was this- to. by " done?
i& d

< (Please.turn to'Pags 50,

i' 15%5‘1ﬁ53mIBLMQr, and. YS

that it mi

must certainly have occured to
them;:was to do a deal with Ray
whereby he would agree tofal-
low another man to stand trial
in his name, Such a man would,
of course, have to be a zombie,
a drug addict for example 0
could be persuaded to do any-
thing in exchange for a daily
Jjab, Fortunately such a manswas
available, %

In the London TIMES of March
20, this report appeared: “Deny-
ing that Ray had trafficked in
drugs, Mr, Swanson (the pri-
son warden) safd anyone ondrugs
would have soon been spotted,
If & man gets high on drugs, he
can’t hide it for long,’ » L}
report, however, did not make
clear who had suggested that
Ray was high on drugs; no. one
however, denies an allegation
that 1s not made, :

If the second Sneyd was sub-

I Ray, then the other
. barg ust have
‘been that Ray wotldibe given his 51

5

wonder Ray was so relaxed;on -
the last time that Hanes saw =
him, i

As for Foreman, why should
hei worry? He has already made
$240,000 out of marketing Ray’s
life story, He is generously pas-
sing on $90,000 of that to Ray's

+-family, Poor James, of course,

! ated: «This v
you ¢ regardithe dateof
November 12, 1968 as your. ap-

pearance date in court, You will
be notified at a later date as to
your personal appearance in the
courtroom,” o L

At that time there was:no os-
tensible reason to suppose that
the trial would not commence on
November 12, although we-have
seen that the scheme had. ob-
viously been hatched the day be-

Since that time Mrs, Thomas
has been persistently harassed
by Scotland Yard, An officer
has been round to see her and

1

has cursed and sworn at her for -

talking, She has been repeatedly
rung up by the Yard to remind

" er not: to-talk;Her telephone

#has rung incessantly, but when

she answers it, there is only
‘heavy breathing on the other end,

It seems clear to me that once
Secotland Yard and the FBI'knew
that the double arrest had ‘been
discovered and that the beans

_might be spilled, ‘they realized

Copyright Peter anney_\l‘.yli}ﬁﬂ '

won't be able to share in that,
or will he?

The cutline of what really oc-
curred, is therefore not really
hard to see, Hanes had to be
fired because, at so late a date,
a new plea obviously necessi-
tated a new lawyer, On the other
hand, the trial had to be post-
poned for four months since it
would have looked strange if anew
plea of sguilty” had been enter-
ed immediately, The idea of the
new plea, however, was graﬁ-

1y leaked to the press at-about

the turn of the year, just at the

~~time that Mrs, King was being

["“eonsiilted;

In the meantime, Mrs, Tho-
mas had to be subpoenaed ‘it op-
der to prevent her talking, “and
she might have come in hz
in, ordér™to convince the Wi
that'the man in the dock ¢
w@s James Earl Ray, Uhless
something had gone wrong
ﬂ)urse, there would have beenno

eed to call her,

A neat arrangement was;then
made between Foreman and W,

. Bradford Hule whereby they

would sell Ray’s life story and
Foreman would get 60 parcent
of the loot, And there is | eed
to explain how Ray’s brothers
were persuaded to pretend to
initiate the whole scheme, They
are now vigorously supporting
Ray In his request for a“new
trialy‘hut naturally: they:have to
go through the motions,



