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%sonel‘ﬁ |

Want to -
Kl]l Ray |

(Tenn.), —
— Harry Avery, state
sioner of corrections,
fellow prisoners m&h
state penitentiary
threatened to kill James Earl
Ray, the admitted slayer'of
Man&m Luther King Jr.  *
Avery said yesterday f
wurﬂ of the threat, w
came in a telephone call,
“had a lot to do™ with his de-
cision to keep Ray in a m#x

m security cell after his
no six-week stay which
hed at the end of April,

/. Heard Nothing
W. E. Hopton, directoé ‘of |
Tennessee Bureau of
g%mmal Identification, said
had heard nothing about
th: threat. The TBI normally
would be called to investi-
gate any such incident, espe-.
one mvolvmg the Ten-
ne§see state prison where

Bx is sertnng a 99-year sent-

Avery said he talked with
the caller 20 minutes, traced
the call and was able to 1den- i
tify the caller.
‘Tdentity Known

| Arstatement issued through
‘his'office said: "

. “The commms: L 5 ays |
Etle knows the iden 'of the
callqr but that he ig'mot at
liberty to divulge th name
af the person. No in ga—

tmx; is being made.” ' -
Aﬂrery said the persoigh

ed him of the co

‘§aid Ray will be killed if

ie"ig ever taken from maxi-
mum security. |




