Tennessee Court

i Turns Down Plea

il
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- Likened to Ray’s
L NASHVILLE, March 26 (UPD)
t— In a ruling that a high
degal source said could “fit the
James Earl Ray case like a
iglove,” the Tennessee Supreme
iCourt held today that a con-
victed criminal could not in-
validate a prison sentence by
‘asserting that he had pleaded
-guilty because of faulty advice
+from his lawyer.

. Ray was sentenced to 99
'years in the Tennessee State
{Prison this month after plead-
Ang guilty in Memphis to ‘the
‘murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin
:Luther /King Jr. ;
" He'Has since been described
:as wanting a new trial on the
grounflithat his lawyer, Percy
Foreman of Houston, had “pres-
gured” him into pleading guilty.
.+ The ;Tennessee court ruled
on an appeal by Robert E.
Richm-nd, who was convicted
Richmond argued that he
ghould get a new frial be-

cause his lawyer, in getti-ng!
him to plead guilty, had given
him “improper advice.”

“In cases in which this ex-
ercise of judgment by counsel
[that of urging a defendant to
plead guilty] has been attacked,
it has been uniformly held that
this is not a ground for invali-
dating the judgment,” the court
ruled in rejecting Richmond’s
appeal. ;

A legal source highly knowl-
edgeable in Tennessee criminal
law said Richmond's argument
was similar to that reportedly
made by Ray.

[}

‘This is the same thing that|
Ray has to rely on,” the
source said. “As I interpret the
ruling, even if a man has been
lied to by his attorney he is
stuck with the sentence.”
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