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A Ruling
Which Fits
The Ray Case

Nashville, Tenn.

In a ruling which a high
legal source said could “fit
the James Earl Ray case
like a glove,” the Tennes-
see Supreme Court held
yesterday that a convicted
eriminal cannot invalidate|
a prison sentence by
claiming he pleaded guilty
on faulty advice of his law-

yer.
Ray was sentenced to 99

yearsg in the Tennessee state
prison this month after
pleading guilty in Memphis
" to the murder of Dr. Martin
+Luther King Jr. Since then
he has been described as|
.wanting a new trial on
“ grounds his lawyer, Percy
TForeman of Houston, ‘“pres-
sured” him into pleading]|
guilty.

The Tennesses Supreme
Court ruled on an appeal by
Robert E. Richmond, convict-
ed of burglary in Franklin
County. Richmond claimed

" that he should get a new trial
becuase his lawyer, in get-
ting him to plead guilty, had
given him “improper ad-
vice.” .

“In cases in which this ex-
ercise of judgment by coun-
sel (that of uring a defendant
to plead guilt) has been at-
tacked, it has been uniformly
held that this is not a ground
for invalidating the judg-| |
ment,” the Tennessee court| |
ruled in rejecting Rich-
mond’s appeal. -

“Incompetency of consel,
such as to be a denial of due
process and effective repre-
sentation of counsel, must be
such as to make the trial a
farce, a sham, a mockery of
justice.” i

The Tennessee Supreme !
Courts said there have been| -
Federal cass backing up its
uling. :
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