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Drum Song during. the |

. Miss.USM pageant last n
be announced tonight ai
sent the university at th
this summer.

BIDS FOR TRIAL

" Ray Is Vgsn‘ed _
By New i—awym‘

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP)—
Lawyer J. B. Stoner said to-
day James Earl Ray told him
he was “pressured into a
guilty plea” and was innecant
of the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.

NASHVILLE (AP) — James
Earl Ray’s new lawyer en-
tered the mazimum sezvrity
sec'ion of Tennzssee’s state
penitentiary | tndav o talk

- ahout Rav's hid far a now
trial in {he rerder of D
Martin Luther King Jr. |

J." B Siorer, a Savannzh,
Ga., attorney long associated
with the Ku Kivz Kan, en-
tered the nrizon with warfen
Lake Russoil

STONER, WHO said ke had
new information which con-
vinced him Ray did not as-
‘sassinafe ng, said he has

"o orefained by Ray in his
i 140 have the case reviewed.

Ray pleaded- guilty March
10 to a first-degree murder
charge that he shot King in
Memphis. last April 4. Ray
was brought here the next day
to begin a 99- year prlsun sen-
ience.

In Chattanooga last night,
Stoner, 44, said he will be aid-

.ed in the cas~ by a Chatta-

nooga lawyer, Robert W. Hill.

"I ‘have some 1naependent
information about -the Ray
case from Memphis,” Stoner
coid. “nt foom o iniorma-
tion I have, I believe it wouli’
have been impossibie for Ra
to have been guilty of having
shot King.”

STONER SAID he thinks
Ray has been pressured intc

mlk

See RAY—Page 2

POLICE DISPERSE STHDENTS ™~

Pakistani |

KARACHI, Pakistan (AP)—
Chanting Pakistani students
hauled down ‘the Stars and
Stripes outside the U.S. Con-
sulate-General building in Ka-
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entering the guilty plea be

Lk

cause of mnational publicity
which made it impossible for |

Ray to get a fair trial.
“‘Certain magazines are part

of a conspiracy to libel Ray !

and deny him a free trial,”
he said. “This pressured him
into pleading guilty.

. “I am representing Ray in
a libel suit against some na-
tional magazines . . . which
have actused him of a crime
of which he is.not guilty.”?

-Zines.,

STONER’S entry into the
case was announced by Ed-
ward R. Fields, director of
the militantly segregationist
National States Rights party,
who said Ray first contacted

'| Stoner after his arrest in Lon-
| don last year.

Stoner, an NSRP attorney
whose office is located in the
party’s headquarters in Sa-
vannah, ran for vice-president
under the party’s banner in
1964.

Criminal Court Judge W.
Preston Battle Jr. of Mem-
phis, who presided in the Ray
case, disclosed Wednesday
Kay has written him saying
he wants to withdraw the
guilty plea and stand trial.

BATTLE SAID Ray also
wrote that he has fired his at-
torney, Percy Foreman of

| Houston. Stoner is Ray’s
| third lawyer. He earlier had
| dismissed Arthur Hanes, a
| former Birmingham mayor.

The 99-year prison sentence
was prearranged by the state
and Foreman, who said he
never had hopes of anything
more than saving Ray’s life.

The sentence prevents Ray
from seeking parole for 30
vears. Under a life sentence,

* he would be eligible for parole

in 13 years.

RAY WAS reported to have
told officers who accompanied
him here from Memphis he
wished he had taken his
chances for a life sentence.

Stoner grew up on a Walker b

; County, Ga., farm just out-

side Chattanooga. Since boy-

He did not name any maga-

hood he had been involved in .

| Ku Klux lan.

At 16, Stoner was an or-
ganizer and an officer of a |

Chattanooga Klan and was
once known as the kleagle of
Tennessee. He has called
himself imperial wizard of the

| Christian Knights of the Klan

and published a Klan news-

paper in Louisville, Ky., and

Aflanta.

IN 1952, Stoner announced
formation of the Christian
Anti-Jewish party and urged
deportation of Jews and con-
fiscation of their property for:
distribution to “Christian
Americans.” The -same year
he polled 934 votes as a can-

didate for Congress in the 3rd
Congressional District of Ten-

nessee.
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