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Ring's Death |
Plot Known,
Aide Declares

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The

Rev. James Bevel, a close aide!
to the late Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., says Memphis police
knew about the plan to assassi-
nate the Negro leader “a cou-
Ple of days” before it hap-
pened, and did nothing.

Bevel, director of nonviolent
education and direct action for
the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, said in an in-
terview in the Philadelphia Bul-
letin that there “definitely was
a  conmspiracy  surrounding’
King’s death.

.BEVEL, A 32-YEAR:OLD
Baptist minister who was with
King when the shooting. oc-
curred last April, contended
that James Earl Ray—who
pleaded guilty and was sen-|
tenced to 99 years in prison,| |
“‘was convicted by the same
brand of justice that black
Americans are subjected to ev-
éry day all over the nation.”|
" Bevel had claimed in Janu-| |
ary that Ray was “innocent of
the crime” but Tennessee court| |
officials refused to let him join
the defense because he was not
a lawyer.

. “IF AMERICA IS awake, it/
can learn a very powerful- les-||
son from the Ray case con-
¢erning our courts and our sys-
tem of justice, which is a|
threat to all of us,” Bevel said. |
.. “Lots of evidence and infor-
mation on the case was sup-|:
pressed and Ray’s attorney,|
" Percy Forman, decided to have|
his client plead guilty because|
it was the one way to be cer-|i
tain to save Ray’s life. f
“AS A RESULT Ray is out|
of the way and the real killers
are, walking around freely.” .
Bevel said a letter outlining
the - assassination plot acciden-
tally found its way into the
hands of a black woman and||
was turned over to police.’ He
declined to identify the woman
or to elaborate on the- contents|
of the letter. co




