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An AP ewgyg ecial :
Ray-~Judge Battle Bjt, 490, © takes 720
By BERNARD GAVZER
Assoclated Press Writer

MEMPHIS, Tenn. AP = Judge We Preston Battle said Sunday
he believes the full truth still is not known about James Earl ,
Rag and the assassination of Dr, Martin Luther King Jr,

The Jjudge, in whose court Ray gleaded gullty to the slaying
of King and where the case would have been heard had it gone %o
trial, sald he, like many other Americans, remains puzzled about
several wnanswered questions. )
t§Ut he sald he 1s convinced that a trial would not have produced

€ answers.

‘‘Like others, I would truly like %o Ynow how Ray actually
found the spot from which to fire, How did Ray kmow where
Rev,., King would be? How did he determine the type of weapon
to_be used? What are the details of the actual Eurehase and
gelectlon of the weapon? Was he alone in swveillance-of the
Lorraine Motel? _ _
¥Most puzzling of all, is his escape from Memphis. To me,
1t seems miraculous that he wag able to flee to Atlanta despite the
all-points bulletins without his white Mustang being spotted on
a highwaye?? '

Dr. King was shot to death april 4 ag he stood on the balcony
of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. The killer was reported
to have fled in a white Mustang. ‘

The judge sald there is much speculation about possible
answers, but noth1n§ baged on fact and eyldence, _

%133 1ike the full proof,’® he said. 'And as I said in
March 10 when the agreement was reached to permit Rav to
change his plea to guilty, there 1s no end %o our interest or to the
,aW?8 responsibility and determination,. IT any evidence would -
arise_that would polnt to a coconspirator, that Eerson will De

ubs 8L HAS BEEH tMUCEASTARE ReCANBPTRAGYRIBUT1 %fBNEﬁSthe triiﬁer.
AYING SO HAS YET PRODUCED SINGLE SHRED OF EVIDENCE OR NAMED
ASSOCIATE OB =—.NINA&SR.** ,

With these questions guzzling him, why did Battle concur
in the defense-prosecution agreement to allow Ray to echange his
plea and take a 99-year sentence? Ray could have been sentenced

0 death 1f he had been found guiltf.

Y*1 was convinced then and am convinced now that the trial
would have muddied our understanding of the substantial evidence
which egtablished Ray as the klller,?® the judge said, :
- *°’It is an error to assume that the prosecution would have

had a change to corss-examine Rag about hls finances, or how he
escaped from the Missouri State Penitentiary, or about persons
who gave him any ald before or after the slaying of Dr. King.

“‘That assumes Ray would have taken the stand. I doubt
very seriously tha¥ defense counsel would have risked placing Ray in
such a posltion. $n fxct, as I understand it, this all along hasg
been one of the main proﬁlems between Rag and various men who have-
acted for the defense. They counseled against 1t, and he kept? - &
- wanting
“Sugﬁose he had taken the stand, the public should understand
- that is would not guarantee that this would have cast light upon
- these guzzling questions, In an adversary Eroceeding each side
tries to make the best case, and so some things mign% be
exaggerated, some minimized or obscured,.®?

The jud%e could have refused to accept the defense-prosecution
agreement. ' =

‘It was entirely in gower to do so0,?* Battle said. *‘But

my consclence told me that 1t better served the ends of Justice
- t0 accept the agreement.
MORE MORE MORE .
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~ "'Had there been a trial, there could always have been the
Bossibility in such an emotionally charged case, of a hung Jury.

¥, THO it may appear far fetched now, he could have Pérhaps been
acqultted by a juif.” :

‘Battle paid he thinks that some of the wnanswered questions
ultimately will be answered by Ray. He said he thinks that
Ray has enjoyed the notoriety and will periodically explain
vadqious detallg of the crime,

The Julge was taken aback by some of the public response to the
March 10 proceeding at which the plea-and ~punishment agreement
was made official.

‘'I must admit I was irritated at it being called a
minitrial, ?’ he sald. *'It was not a trial,.*’ :

The record indicates a rathefr careful roceeding in which Battle
atteﬁgtea to avold any hapgenstance that could be interpreted
as J 10131 error or selzed upon as grounds for abrogating the
agreement .

e repeatedly examined Ray xs to Rag’s wderstanding of the
agreement and whether he was doing this of his free cholce. ;
“The law requires only two things in such a proceeding,?? the
guﬂ e sald. *Y"One Is that we present the body of the corpus
elletl, and the second is that evidence be presented es ablishing.
that the defendant was involved with the ecrime.

“$This wag accomflishei through the witnesses who appeared and
testified to the last livﬁfg moments of Dr, King and to the nature
and cause of death, The evidence relating Ray to the slaying was
stipulated and read in open court by the state, and this deScribed

the chain of evidence which would have been 1n%roduced in a trial.??
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