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MRS. KING, CLARK CONCURRED -~

Ray Deal Carefully

By BERNARD GAVZER
" MEMPHIS (AP) — The de-
cision of James Earl Ray to
plead guilty to killing Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. in re-
turn for a 89-year prison term
was the result of lengthy and
closely guarded negotiations,

Not only did the prosecu-

tion and defense approve of
the plan, a reconstruction of
the events shows, but King’s
widow, Coretta, then U.S. Atty:
Gen. Ramsey Clark and Ten-

nessee Gov. Buford Ellington

concurred. ,

Notes on telephone ecalls
made by the prosecution and
. information from a New York
attorney’s office confirm that
_Mrs. King was informed of

the potential agreement and
apparently approved it.

BUT MRS, KING also made
it clear that she did not want
it thought that she believed
Ray acted alone. After Ray

entered his plea, she said:
“This plea of guilty cannot
be allowed to close the case
or to end the search for the
many fingers which helped
pull the trigger.”
Information now becoming
available also showed that
Ray at first wanted to take
his chances in court, but
agreed to the 99 years when
presented with the evidence
against him.
. Ellington was not available
for comment.

RAY’S GUILTY plea before
a special session of Shelby

County Criminal Courf last .

Monday precluded a full-
fledged trial which could have
resulted in Ray’s being sen-
tenced to the electric chair.

The absence of such a trial
with its full presentation of
evidence has added fuel to
the controversy of whether
Ray was merely part of a
conspiracy to kil King.

Phil Canale, Shelby County
district attorney general who
headed the prosecution team,
and Hugh Stanton, the public
defender, both confirmed that
talks leading to a possible
guilty plea began in Decem-
ber. But they differed over

7.

who instigated the negotia-

tions.

CANALE said that in a tele-
phone conversation with the
U.S. civil rights division of the
Department of Justice on Dec.
19 he outlined the procedures
which would be followed un-
der Tennessee law. “The key
points to the agreement were
a plea of guilly and a sen-
tence of 99 years,” Canale
said.

Stanton said he talked with
Canale about a possible guilty
plea “‘at least a week before
Christmas, and as I remem-
ber, he said he wanted to
check it out with his associ-
ates.”

STANTON said the defense
investigation had prompted a
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feeling that Ray faced a pos-

.sible death sentence if the

case went to frial, and that
a deal could be made for the
99-year ferm.

Canale, on Dec. 31, called
Harry Wachtel, a New York
attorney for Mrs. King and
Dr. King’s family, to see what
Mrs. King’s reaction would
be. Wachtel called back Jan.
3 and said Mrs. King wanted
it made clear that such a
deal did not mean she and
others in the family thought
there was no conspiracy.

But, Wachtel said, Mrs.
King and other family mem-
bers were ‘‘opposed in fact
and principle to capital
punishment and would not
wish to see Ray executed in
the electric chair.”




