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An APygews Special

Ray Negotiations 470 2 takes 760

By BERNARD GAVZER %
Asgoclated Press Writer .

MEMPHIS, Tenn. AP = Maneuvers which led James Earl Ray to
change hia lea to eagage the electric chair in the slayling of
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., began in mid-December and had fhe
affroval of UsSe Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, Tennessee Gov, Buford
Ellington and Coretta King, widow of the Negro leader. -

These details emerged in reconstructing the delicate negotiations
that %roduced the agreement wnder which Ray eame into court Monday,

adml tted sla n% King and received a prison term of 99 years.
%addhetgone 0 trial and been convieted, he could have been sentenced
; O dea ° -

The failure of the case to go to trial produced some adverse
reaction gnﬁ added to arguments that a consplracy was being ignored
or covered upe.

The agreement was first Eropoaed in mld-December, There are
two versions as to who acted first. - y

Sheldby County Atty. Gen, Phil Canale, who was in charge of thé
wrogecution, spoke bﬂ telephone with %he Civil Righte vision
oq the U.S. Justice efartment Dec. 19,

*In this ecall, I outlined the procédures that would be involved
wmder Tennessee law. The key points to_the agreement were a plea
g{ gui}?y and a sentence of 99 years. I wanted the department’s

BWE »

Canale said he acted on his own and that *®from the atandfoint
of a prosecutor seekin§ a compromise, plea and punishment is
the custom instead of fthe exception,.*? '

But Hugh Steanton, the public defender, said that on the basis
of the defense Investigation there was a solid feeling that Ray
would risk getting the death penalty in a trial and that Stanton
ﬁQnght a deal could be made Tor a gullty plea and 99 years.,

I talked to Canale about this at least a week before Christmas,
and as I remember, he sald he wanted to check it out with his
assoclates, *’ Stanton said, ‘

An effort to_learn what Mrs. King’s reactions would be was initiated
Dec, %1, Canale spoke with New York lawyer Harry Wachtel, cowmsel
for Mrs. King and Dr, King’s famil¥ and degéribed the possible
agreement He also then aired it with Ellington, who said he
had no objlections.

On Jan. 3, Wachtel called Canale aqq told him that Mrs, King
and others in the King famlly were oppoged in fact and in principle
to capital puishment and would not wish to see Ray executed
in the eleciric chair.*?

However, Wachtel emphasized that Mrs, King wanted 1t made clear
that this did not in any way mean she or the others in the famlly
thought that Ray acted alone. Mrs. Eing remalns convinced there
wasg & conspiracy and affer the Monday hearing, she said$ .

$¢This plea of gullty cannot be allowed to close the case or
to end the search for many fingers which helped pulled the trlgger.’’

Notes describing Canale‘’s teleEFone calls, as well as information
from attorney Wachtel’s New York office, confirmed that Mrs.

King wag %%formed of the potential agreement and apparently had
approve . .

Bﬁat same day, Jan., 3, Canale spoke with the Justice Department
and was informed that the plan had been discussed with Atty.
gggé Clark and that such a proceduwre had his approval,
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Sometime in Februarf, Judge We Preston Battle of Shelby
Comnty Criminal Couri had a discussion with Percy Foreman,
the Texss attorney who headed the Ray defense team,
‘‘He asked me then, 1nfgrma11 s for information regarding a guilty
plea,?? the %uﬁge sald. “‘He also asked whether awgudlti plea
could be setiled with a 1ife sentence, I sald, ‘‘Whoa, that’s
dnlg 13 years in this state and the very leas} I°d consider
is 99 years,? I told him that before anything could be done there
would have to be a full agreement between the defense and prosecution,
that there would have to be a walver of the defense motion and that
examination of Ray would have to take place in open cowrt at
which time Ray would have to make clear that he umderstood
what the plea meant,?? _
The defense and prosecution then began eareful negotiations,
They wanted to avoid a leak which would prematureli bring the
afreement into the headlines, and perhaps disrupt it.
1so, dccording to Stanton, there were dealings regarding Ray.
YSAt first he kept safing e wanted to take his chances and go
to trial,*® Stanton sald., **But when we polnted out the evidence
that was against him, and what our inves 1§ation produced, which
~was _very little, he agreed to change h13n¥ ea and take the 99 years.??
Jud ge ttle said the fress had to be informed that there wo
be a court hearing, so 1t was decided to announce on Friday,
March 7, that Ray would be in cowrt., .
Attys. Gen., Canale stopped off at St. Peter?’s Catholie
Church on the way to court the morning of March 10 to light a
candle and then, he sald, *‘I prayeds
- “%God give me ine coura%e, strength and wisdom to know and to
do what is r1§ht and Just and I prayed the Juwry would retwrn
such & verdiet as truth dictated and Justice demanded,?®
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