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bate over whether the Martinm Luther King assassination was the
work of James Earl Ray alene or the result of a comspiracy is
widespread and owing

e

Those who sa y qe;;_a#_red with others inclule Kigg’a widow and
close gasaq;g%Qa, an aﬁwgnggr Ray fired, a brother of the assasein
and, -moré or less indirectly, R%l himseif,

Those who say only that there iI8 no e'v.id_aneg to indiecate a
conapiracg include the Jjuige and Eroaa,entor n the case, Ray’s
g:g%{ial lographer and former U.3. Atty. Gen. Ramsey

gﬁgaggl._Pringifﬁi”%nﬁthe debate who has stated flatly that
né conspiracy existed has been Perec
Foreman, Ragga lawyer %enh%he caseyenaed. He put 1t
tl;;i Way in court in Memphis last Mondays

It ;:?Ok m’?ontha to prove to myself...that it was not
a_conapiracy. "

But Ray thgn stocd ug in court and said, without elaboration,
tgat }fe personally did not agree with the theory that there was no
conspiracye.
John Iarry Ray, a brother of the killer, lined on the
side of ths boTle 1 ry

vers in & conspiracy in an interview printed
the St.Louls Post-Dispateh Thursdayl

in :

Bq¥ quoted brother James as having tgld hims$

: am not the anlinona in on this,??

*SMy hrothar"’ John Ray was quoted as telling an _
interviewer, '%said there was gomecne else in on this ‘deal? :
but 1t had been hushed up biethe Federal Bureau of Investigation,
I didn*t press him on what meant ,?? T

Coretta. s Jqidow of the slai,. Fegro 1eae.e]1;1 said after

the trial the ‘‘search for the many fingers whiech pulled the
trigger?’ should continue.,

The ReY, Ralph David Abernat who succeeded Kin
as resﬁog%l‘gg he Southern %ﬁf-intian Leadership "
erencse, flalfed the organization’s vigilance :

*‘until justice Is meted out to all of the perpetrators.c?
The Rev, Andrew Yoqq',‘ SCLC executive vice president,

sald he thought Ray as at most merely a tool or a pawn,.?*?
Ray wae called *®a dupe?® by Arthur Hanes,

Jre, hig original attorney, a former mayor of Birmingham,
Ala. Eaneu‘gaid there was no question in his

mind that ‘‘there was a plot, involved,’®
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involved .%* .
Meanwhile, Russell X, Thomps a Memphis lawyer, sald
Friday he plans a trip to New York Sungay to present what he
sald fa ossible evidence of a conspiracy to the National
Asaociatfon for the Advancement of Colored Peo¥1e.
Thompson had conferred with Hanes before Ray fired him
but was never actually assoclated in Ray’s defense,
He declined to disclose the nature of the evidence he says he
hase And, he said, he does not know whether the NAACP plans to
follow through with an investigation of its own, possibly through
mﬁ'KMCPYu : Dﬁenseémﬁ. sald ils designed merely to

e New York meetin empson ’
gift the evidence hegﬁaa gathered to determine how mueh, if any,
%puseara valid.
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In FTew York, Jack Greenderg, director counsel of the
NAACP Legal Derenaa and Edueational Eund sald Thompson
was coming to ses his organization *ton his own ini jative
aga at his own expense,® -

‘We have no information,?® Greenberg said, *‘upon which to
bage guﬁgment e8_to whether he has any evidence at all of conspiracy
anddiblhe Eas 8lleged evidence of 1t, whether that evidence is
cre 8,?

Because the Legal Defense Fund represented King and
8411l represents the Southern Christian Ieadership
Conference, CGreenberg %%id, end because of the doubts
surroundin% the case, 1t would have been irresponsible
to refuse to ligten,?®®

The Legal Defense Fund, altho founded bg the NAACP,
1s a separate entity from the NAACP, 1t said, .

Greenberg saild a report in the New York Dailly News Frida ;
morning, saying that Thompson would present to the NAACP *‘evidence
strongwy sugggrtin the conspiracy theory,’?® was inaccurate,
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Juﬂfgnﬁi_rxgahoanattle; who presided over ¢ -
the final hearing, told newsmen that the prosecution °%it this
time is not in fosaasaion of enough evidence to indiet anyone as a
co-conepirator in this case. Of course, this is not

conclusive evidence that there was no eomspiracy.*?

Shelby County Prosecutor FPhil M, Canale said in

court there was no evidence of a eonspiracye.

ag%%%;g@ Bradford Hule, who wrote several magaszine

as - -

about Ray based on interviews before the trial, saild he doubted
whether ihhrﬂ was a8 econgpiracy. “*But I do not Imow this and
R%y ingists otherwige, ®’ he added
. UsS. Seni. Jamed O, Eastland D—Mfsa., sald

Wednesday his Internal security subcommlttee would gather

facts in the case, *‘It’s obvious to me that Ray had some

kind eof help,?* Eastland said. B

Meanwhile, %helu.s. Justice Department was

continu1n§ its owh Inveatigation,

A warrant filed by the FBI in Birmingham, Ala, on
April 17, leag than two weeks after King’s death,
afge 4 $nat Eric Starvo Galt-an alias used by Ra¥~

an individual whom he alleged to be his brother:??

entered into a consgiracg to violate King’s eivil rights.

When Ra was arrested, UeS. Atgf. Gen, Ramsey

Clark sald **We have to go on evlidence and facts. At this

time we have no evidence of a conepiracy.’®

If any evidence has turned up 8ince, federal officlals are keeping

mum, The FBI said Thursday night it would have no comment,
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