b ""\ .

&277 %
fie 2= lby.’f;e«eee
Ray Profile b4Q
By JUHH MGRG&NTHALER ;
Assoclated Press: Writer

HEW YORK AP *-Paeple wio knew James Earl Rav 8ay_he
Bmasn’t a racist, Te wabn’t ical and he waan?t a killer. _ L
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ourtroom, whers gl ed g ﬁiity
-yﬁsr prisan sen§ ﬁﬁv. T

xcept for the one aena&tional crime, wag
Lstinguiehed, secretive, 'almost faceless. 2ot p
Hefa'.nydnearly one ~third of his life in prison. When He - o
was 'Lieeing the most intensive manhunt in ﬁistorg he was able’ to Fr--@
i8gume ldentifles of several: strang&ra who looked 1ike him. .
innocuous. He was the sort of mprisonsr you would raraly
bice, *? gaid Fred Wilkinson, &ireetar cf the Missouri S
Da,;ﬁﬁmﬂnt ©f Corrections. \ 5 .a*'“j
Ra'&yas born'in Alton, I1) w, son of 8 laborer who had nine e T
I'en s o AR e
Twe brothérs alsoc went to. prison. He never married, althoush
he lived briefly with women several times. He liked country and
western music and he went to danging schools, . ,
tog 8 in the Army for three years after World War T1y in :
cuntry and in Hurope, He was sent to the stockade: o el
for three months once for drunkenness and breaXing arrest. =/ si
In 1948, disgruntlied at being shifted from the Hilitary Police LN
to the imf&atr%a he accepted a general discharge for inentness.” W A
Brother John larry Ray said Ray didn*t drink or smoke and AL s B
workgi hard before his Army stint. ' S S
*After he ‘came back, he drank and didn’t believe in working. The' K
.&rmy]_hangad hig whole outlook on life,’* the brother said. . o
~ATter Ray retwrned to civilian life, fe 8pent 12 of the next ;9 k.
years behind bars. He served ei t months for burplary in Do v o ol
3] ~months for robbery in Illinels, thres years for forgerv G e
Ka, and seven years for rebbery'in 8t Loulse )
h T waa nebhingiin his ‘mental mekeup or background o indieate
an Ething but a recidivistic criminal whose erimes were | :
ail aspociated with mongi *7 gaid Dr. Donaid B. Poterson,
sug&xintQHﬁent of the %on MO o, state hcsg%tal.
N Join % Ray agread' It my‘brother did 11 Kina,
: *;did it or a lof of money,?’.sald John. 7 i i
1low - risenar describe Ray as " *tight as a- ticlk.?? $$Boy At Ea
,ugcwe him money, even & few cents, he?’d bug you to death 23 he .-T“"”

d thraa attempts. to escape fram #issouri prison and succeedei
967, by hiding in a Dbig breadbox. ;

rim before King?s murder a little over ar gear later,

=1hualy to Canada, through the Tnited States

-pay of'a mvaterious hland Latin named

1 Montreal, : _

la in a jouraal made availahle axnlusivelv el e
ord Hule, Ray told how Raoul set _.-:Af“

sntity in Birmingham, Ala., bousht him s -
a smuggling-and-vacation triv to Mexleco and
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