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| MEMPHIS Ray B AP?S a&&:~Ray..40@“
o we Is this what you want tc doy-

Ac YQEJS, think 80 ;

Qe Do you wderstand that a pled of %ullty means that you
rwalve your right to appeal” the conviction, or to avpeal any
'Eﬁgtriai rulings which may have gone against Fou. Do you understanﬁ

83

Ae Yem giv., - ; et _'__i_-. S
| Qe Has anything else been vvomieeﬁ ta you hesidea the 99~year;¢-.yavfﬁ_,_;;_
"j:szntence to in&uce you to plead guilty? : SR e A
. Qe Has any gresanre been nut on vour to induce you to enter a

| plea of g o
Lo Ko,
,Q-, .5.1‘8

you plea&ing guilty becausge yea killed Dr. xartin Bather

ing in such a memner that you would be found guilty of firstﬂdegre
rder- umder the laws of this state?

A. Yesy I'm plesding gullity., :

) o Do afterward, the jury-anterea tna ceurtrocm. Diat. Attv.,ﬁen.
"i*Ehilip Canale and Foreman then made their uwsual Opening statements -
- to the Jjury. Canale told the jurars tnat there was - - no svidence of.

f@aay comspirac§ in the case,
 Foreman put 1% this ways ‘It teok me - mcntha to nréve to
aelf ‘e s o« that it was not.a conspiracve’®
was then thatlggx,stood up. and, addressing the Juﬁge sald,. -
2 don't want to ¢ things,., I Just want tc add semstﬁing. i
it gdon't'a 'ee with the heory hat ﬁha;e was no consniracy.’? &

Ao f‘. -fng abmﬁt

T rf't | 'change any of. the anawars you: gave me nreviouslv?”?.;g:’-

_ B_ re- 1186.. : : S S et i A
f;*f; Q. I W&ﬁ o'asi yﬁu again if you are gleadi auilt that b 23 AN LN
N killed Martin Luther King under circumstances under #which you i ’

uld be . ?ané guilty of first~dagree murder under the lawa ﬁf

_f en en he passed sentence the judge himself said thera was h:u.fg--i
denee of any consgiracy. Eut he said, if such evidence ariges, .
will be’ %uick to prosacute. ;

e district attorney, was asked latér at a news

t Ray’s. poasib{e motive in pleading gullty.
€ hed & lot to do.with 1t,?* Oana e replied. :
'hgr%$é§ but ‘said lster there was *some inﬁicaticn he
ACL8T 7
b 101& newsmen: “ﬁemphis has been blameﬁ.for £ha

g, to.me wrongfully and irrationally. Neither .
2 )n@r his Iler lived here, Thelr orhlxgﬂmgzgly

‘elt ‘he had tried the case “as naarly as '
ke aaﬂes, and - to scrunulously follow the 1aw’
*e. el _ Bk ey :
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MhmEHIS, Tenn. Ray Bj A296-998 aﬁd: conscience : : ]

- Koremen, who-took over the case on the eve of Ray’s Scheduled :

November trial, told the judge earlier in the courts - '

 **Isve never fiad hopes of any himg extept » o ».t0 Bave this man’a

' Jife,.’?® He took dver from Arthur Hanes, former mayor of

w0 . Birmingham, Als., after H&y fire& Hanes four dava ‘Dbefore his Hovemhar

. trial was to start. : - _
This resulted in a posﬁponement of the schedmled trial wntil i ”y_
“rierch $-and - thence  to April 7 “to give Foreman more time fo nrenare'” -

s PRCEBe . o Loa

" iThe first ublic hint of the g;_ltgénlea_e
e Huntsville Ala,. Times .putl ed '
urrent but unc@nfirma& rumﬁrﬁ

ove.

o the trial-%here were about 10 _

wimoned to be in cowrt Monmday mo ﬁ%h

igain, there was. no indication what @ hearing wauld entail wtil

briefing session for the newsmen began 2t 8 a.m. An how and a
c:later,_Ray told the judge in court he wanted 0 plea

ame last Friday.
tsr the aubject of

B and finallii as Ra{ Bat quietl he cour the - judie agked -
ﬁh, 3urerstif ey still were will BH to abide by the gui ty vlea 3_':
angement. :
Li1e men ralsed their han&e in assent. At A2 n.m., Battle then~
oneds ‘“You have pleaded guilty to firat-da ee murder gnd it is
gement of the court that you be confined for 99 years: 1n the
ate penitsntiarv.”
mere still was no immediate 1ndicaticn whan Rav would leave his
¢ial “Jall cell and be transferred to the nenitentiarv in
ville=or how the transfer would be mades = - :
laghviile, however, Harr Aver' 1T €
at ‘midmorning that
ople in wémihls”.'

gy : will kﬁeE him in maximum secuwrity here wmtil his
fication 1s completed~about a month or six weeks.??
er ne: ~wcircuaa ances, he sald, prisoners ‘are keunt in Ny
ix-man ce his maximum security veriod. After this, warden j-

"5 Lake' Russel ﬂﬁi&, *‘Ee’ll be treate& 1ike evervone else.’ s /.
ff“S?pes March 10 i 3 e g :

i

-no mistake, eame the juﬁ e s lengthy qn&ationing of fy j

he special security arrangements in Hemuhis ”*;?f"



