37?1;B&ttla would involve a plea of gullt or innocence by the
| 40-year-old defendant. T e, : !
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. he would plead gulliy to murdering Dr. 3
o Wr., and take a 99-year prison gentence. .
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. by BILL JOHNSO® .~ .~ . - 0
Assoclated Press Writer - o
' HEM?HIgi Tenn. AP = Jdmes . Ra

d_speculati nfirmed b as~§;§§%§f%§*&ﬁq§£_%£;%¥ig
_8pec sion=unconfirmed by any official source—that
2 ygaﬂgftinﬁﬁﬁthﬁr King - i

There was no guarantee that the hearing called b

y_Juige W. Preston

;_Sdme-ahgarﬁﬁrs-thought_lt'mightfhriﬁg ﬁothiﬁ%,mofé dramatic

. than a méflon for a change of venue or some.ofher legal maneuver

yer, Percy Foreman of Houston, Tex. .

Commercial agﬁetlg;epcrteg;tﬁat rorema.

_With two of y’8 brothers snd s sister last week,

aren 'y-tg clear the way for a gullty plea, s e o
pointe

Doubters. p out that with a 99-year sentence, Ray woule:

' not be eligible for parole for at least 33 years.

Thé state ned said previously 1t would demand death in the

' electrie chair but no one has been executed in Te nessee since
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- Should a Jury sentence Ray to life imprisonment, parocle could T
—be,fbaaihle AN IO MR, T e s AR gl SR

{ Nelther Foreman nor the prosecubing staff would comment on

fjtheftapoftﬁ-that the'deal-fcrﬁa*QQ-Eear'term.ha&_beah maﬁeawﬁ' :.

Ray, an escapee from the Migsourl Sfate Penitentiary,

© was arrested in London last Jume 8, two months and four da%gff,” . l“h'
| after King was killed by a single shot as he stood on the lcony
|of the Lorraine Motel, .- - B

. ‘Ray was returned to Memphis in July after lengthy extradition- S
proceedings and since then has been held under extraordinary . ¢ o

jsecﬂrﬂty-ggecautions in an air-conditioned and TV-monitored cell - = ' o

. block of the Shelby County Jjail. - ° - el Vi el

He has made fewer than a half-dozen court appearances since £

“his return, the first for his arraignment and K the reaminder as a-

'hseri95jeiwpreceﬁural defense motions were argued.

e

ssee law in first-degree-murder cases requires a jury to . = _
entence regardless of the plea entered, but a provision of '~ ~ -
statute allows Jurors who say they can nok agree with a LRSI A
mnended gentence to be disqualified., ‘ e giEie ;
L la rther requires that the prosecution must .then prove
ing wes killed. - ey e :
r the rules governing a guilty“flea, the attorneys then e

ate that if the case had gone to trial evidence would have '
esented to show that Ray was the man who shot King. . ST
was glain on the night of April 4 while in Memphis
P about 1,500 sanitation workers, most of them Negroes,

: im'ﬁga%nﬁt-the”city governmen%.--;;w;,«e;a- (o




