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Battle to]a the.va. James Bevel Friday he may not heln defend
James Tarl Ray agalnst a murder charge in the assassination of

ir,. iartin Luther King Jr,. This, the Juldge said, is because Bevel is
not a lawyer,

bevel, rormu?Tv associated with King, save he has evidence which
would acqult Ray. He and lawyer Percy ¥oreman, Ray’s chief defense
attorne : conferred with the Judge earlier in the dav

After % meeting the judpe said Bevel, an official’ of the Southern
Christian Leaichhiﬂ Conference which was four led by King, had aswei
court permission to associate himself with Rav’s le{n] dﬂferse. Batt

said he TGJGCtEi the reguest because Bevel is ﬂot a lawyer., He said He
eXﬂlai ed that law degree 1is requiped to rractice law in Tennessee,
Bevel told a meetirt of church leaders Thursday night that he counld
vrove ‘*within 70 minutes?® it would have been impossible for Ray to haw
%US¢°“i“4b0q Pr. Xing a5 he stood on a baleony of the Iorraine Motel
last / p”ll 4o The sniper’s bul]og cut down the clvil richts leader shork
3iber he arrived here to head a march in support of the clty’s striking
sanitation workers.,

Bevel declined to disclose the nature of the evidence which he sald
would free Rh;. Ray’s trial is scheduled to start March F.

Bevel made the statement after he and Foreman conferred wit -
Ray in the prisoner’s top-security cell in the Shelby Countv Jail.
ne was the Iirst person, other than Ray’s attorneys and his two
orothors, to_be permitted to visit Ray..

Sheriff William Ke sorrlis, in charge of the prisonerds securi ty,
said ne gave rorrission ior the visit at Foreman’®s request and
after receiving Judge Bg e’s avpproval.

‘Bevel offered his aid t 0 Ray last Saturd ay in a telegram sent
from his Philadelphia home. He came here Th nursday.

He told the church group, which included officials of the
National Cowncil of 'hUTCﬂeS, that he could prove ‘‘beyond a2 doubt??
Ray is innocent,

**People should do justice,?? he said. *‘Murdering Ray has no

relation to justice. Folks are so *wteve ted in justice that thev are
gclr* to let the state lvnch a mani??

In Atlarua, the Rev, Ralph David Abernathy, King?®s successor as
head of the SCLC, said he viewed Bevel’s action as a way of
moving * nonV101ence into a new dimension in American life

‘*Rev, Bevel, ?? Abernathy said, *°is speaking to the real issue~
namely that it 18 not who killed Dr. King, but what Ii1led himess
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