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Abernathy-bevel
By J4CK uLI.r,u.uuu
Assoclated Pregss Viriter
&JgﬁLTA, Umo AP — The Rev, Ralph David Abernathy, head
of Lhe Southern Christian Leadersh? P Corference Cm%l Thursday
on *‘imerica’s oppressed and victimized to come to the aid and

deiense?? of James #arl Ray
Luther Xing Jdr.

sbernathy, who succeeded King as presideni of SCIC, said he
stands behind the Rev, James Bevel, the ofiicial of  80TC who has
offered to defend ?ay.

The civ1l rights leader said that in offering to defend Ray, Bevel
iiis uﬂﬂir’ to move nonvioclence into a new dimension of American

Te

nhcruhtn* ﬂrcviou“]“ hae pleaded that the life of Ray *‘‘or whoever
is proven to heve pulled the trieger?? in Fing?’s assassination be
spared .

In his statement, ﬂW“rnwLﬂy declared that **One man should not
be made the wc;rngoht for this monstrous crime. The American
public must have all the inform:tlop about the 1n,ili: for this murder.
Bevel said a2t a news conference in Philadelrhia, Pa., last Sunday
that he has EVidGrCL Ehut could free Ray.

King was cut down by a sniper’s bullet while aiding a strile of
barbdtu coliectors at demphis, Tenn., last ﬁﬂrimg.

**I have evidence that would free h maﬂ’ ald Bevel, director of
nonviolent education and qctiog for SCIC. L

Abernatliy sald that he has conferred Wi.h other members of
WCLC, including Bevel, and that they have arreced with his
coh“uruu.

s Charged in the slaying of Dr. Martin

_‘
a

**Reve bBevel is ﬂcmjlﬂg to the real ﬁscuﬂ—pGMOI* that 14 18 not
wiho kllled Dr. ;in but what Xilled him, ke said.

“iIf a conspiracy 4jubb, and T believe. ﬁ+ ﬁocs it must hP fully
exposed « Loirf bevopa a conspiracy, Americans mus* mderstand
the Dbroader ; Lll* of a society which has been killing off * ts best
young le%deru.

He Said Americans should ‘“séek the Justice Dr. King worked for,
rather than seek the nurder of uf. Raya.??

he declared that Bevel **‘is looling past the guestion of 1i11% ne

to the question of 1life in his offer %o defend Hr., Rav?’s 1life.*?
I call upon America’s orrreqqei and victimjzed to come to the

ald and i0¢upuo of the accused man e If 211 who share the guilt for
Ur. King’s assassination were put to de“tl it would be an atrocity
greater than that comnitfed by Adolnk Hitler

‘he, the oprre uea, bu?icvu in healing this sick society, not in
putting 1t to death.

In his uClG ram to Ray last weekend, Bevel saids

T would e to inform vou that T’ would be very happy to take
your case without fee. I was present on April 4 at the lLorraine
dotel when Dr., King died ., You have been accused of murdering
hime Of course, I Inow you are not wuilt%

Bpevel, 72, 1s not a member of the ar, ut says he is a lawyer

*by clrcunstances.??

He 58214 he 1s gqualified to de¢end Ray because of legzal experience
galned while representing himself &uring civil rights cases in
MiﬂSiSdlUpi. '

Ray is scheduled to go on trial March 2 at Memphis on a charge
of murder,
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