N.0. States-Item

Judge lmposes
Strict Press
Rules for Ray

+~MEMPHIS (AP)—Strict new |
;Buidelines enjoining *‘inter- |

wviews .or press conferenges
for publicity” were handed
idown today by the judge who
Jwill preside in the murder
Hrlal of James Earl Ray. :

L Judge W. Preston Battle act-

‘ed after a committee of elght
attorneys reported that his
.pnevmus order forbidding in-
‘terviews or extra- judicial
'statements had been violated.
"The commiitee, named by
‘Battle Sunday, said -these vio*
flations had been committed
jspecifically by Arthur Hanes,
Ray’s attorney; Shelby Coun-
ty Sheriff William Morris;
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark, and
Memphis Attorney Russell K
THompson. ;

THE 9RDER forbids anyo‘he ?

connected with the case and
all persons employed in the

criminal courts buildings from |

participating in interviews or
press conferences for pub-
licity. It enjoined them from
making extra-judicial states

ments about the case which'

Jinvolve:
1“1, The personal belief of
ithe declarant as to the guilt
| :or innocence of the accused;
(+~+%9, The plans of the declai*

- ant relating to the preparatiofi «

" or conduct of the trial, the

theory, techniques and strat- i
| ‘egy of the declarant in the '

| preparation and trial of the
| case;
. “3. The jurors or potentla"l
. jnrors who may serve;
“4, The comments of thé
_ decl_atant about the merits of
' the case and about any evi-
| ggnce which may he present-
' “5, The credibility of or in-
. formation concerning - any
. known or intended witnesses

or the treatment, acts and |

attitude of the defendant, and
are further enjoined from
.making any and all other
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statements which may he

prejudicial to a fair trial by

an impartial jury in the case,
| whether specified herein ‘or
. not,”

As for Hanes, the order
mentioned  statements he
made “to the effect that the
shooting of Dr. Martin Luth-
er King Jr. involved a Com-
munist conspiracy, to the ef-
fect that his client’s rights
were being trampled in jail,
and to the effect that he, his

| famjly and servants are be-

ing threatened by ‘them’”

It said the violation by
Sheriff Morris came when he
was quoted on “the cost and
expenses for the security of
the prisoner and the treat-

ment of the prisoner, and the |

- prisoner’s demeanor and at-
titude while in confinement.”” |

THE ORDER SAID the com-
mittee’s report pointed out
“that to the extent that Ram-
sey Clark, attorney general
of the United States, is a
‘law enforcement officer’ or
‘a lawyer participating in
this case’ through his staff,
assistants, office associates,

investigators or employes un- .

der his supervision,” violated
the previous order by saying
for publication ‘“that there
was no evidence of a conspir-
acy in the shooting of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.”

Battle named the commit-
tee after Hanes’ statement |
charging that the assassina-
tion of King was a “Commu-
nist left-wing conspiracy.”
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