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(MBHPHIS, Tenne AP = The cloak of secrecy around James Earl
gﬁgbzigiouttggeiieven t;al%er Tuesd%y under & mew .court order
ng &ttordeys and other cou officers from mal > ~tus
ot pl £ey S r court officers from making virtually
The order handed down by Judge We Preston Battle ferbids
connected with the c&se*geg&rﬁless of how remotely—fi mdiriﬁgizr
imterviews or holdimg press conferences. ; T
It enjolned thewm from meking any out-of-court comments on &
sge§¢ilc_llst of subjects or ‘‘*any and all other statements which may Ie
Trejudicial to a falr trial by an impartial jury ie thils casz.’? o
Specifically ruled out were any comments or lezal stratesve .
Battle, the judge who will%grgﬁnngmozer-ﬁax?s.E}ial'fer-gﬁrﬂéffr*%"'”
ther g Jre., acted after a committééd -
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of elght attorneys reported it fdﬁﬁd “‘probable cause?®® o belleve his

Previous mo-publlcity edlct had been violated.
The committee’®s report said these probable vielatiowus arose from

'«Bta?ements made by UeBe Attye Gene. hamsey Clark; Sheriff William
Wo--llorrls Jr.; Arthur Je- Hanes of Birmingham, Ray’s attorney, and

Memphls attorney LKussell X« Thompson.
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Battle’s order said further inguiry into and disposition of the
allegzed violatious-epparently meaning possible coatempt of court

=citations-would be reserved uatil later °in the interest of preserving
-the comstitutional rights of all concerned and protectling the orderly

eparation and progress of the trisl.??

"He did not indlcate what he would do to subsequent violaitors.

Battle had named the committee Of attormeys om Sunday, one day
ifer nones 1n an airport press conference here had charged that
g72e rights were bLeing vielated by the tight security precautlions at

.~ the counfy jaile.

Beases 2150 said King was slain here April 4 o8 part of a *‘*Communist

- left-wing conspiracy’? and that kay was & victlm of the same plote.
o5 Mewwde was mentioned for stetements he made durlng & press

conference in which he discussed the cost of proviﬁin@ security for

““Rey *‘and the prisoner?’s demeanor and sttltude while In confinement.*?

< The report pointed out thet ¢lark, as UeS. Lttorney Genersal, 18

Lm*'lew enforcement officer?? or *‘a lawyer participating in this case?
dhrough steff investigators. It said his statement **to the effect :
that There was mo evidence of a conspiracy in the shooting?®® of Xing &ls
‘probably violated the orders

The orders which Battle sald was intended &s & supplement 10

o

" mip earlier order *‘to avoild any possible mlsunderstending,®’ was
‘directed specifically to 211 attorneys in the calse; all law enforcement
pfficers; all public officials who will psrticipete in the trial in any

mgnner, end all employes of the criminal courts bulldling. - -

It specifically enjoined out-of-court statements about the case on

‘Bay’s guilt or lnnocence; plans, techniques or strategy for the trial;
the. jurors or potential Jurors; the merits of the case or any evidence; -
‘the credibility or information about any witnessges, or the treatment,
: acts and attitude of hay. ‘

L hay’s-trial is set for Hov. 1.
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