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MEMPHIS, Tenn. AP = A contention by attorneg Arthur -
Je Hanes that an international Communist conspiracy 1s &t work
against James Earl Ray appears—to Hive brought a reaction

from the Jjudge who wlll hear the Ea%_case.

Criminal Court Judge W. Preston Battle named eight

attorneys Sunday to check for a possible violation of his order ;
limiting publicity in the case of Ray, who is charged with murder

¢ 1in the death of Dre. Martin Luther King Jr.

Hanes, the former Birmingham, Ala., ma{or who is actin% &s
defense counsel for Ray, met with his client Saturday, fthen called
an alrport news conference at which he &lso asserted Ray‘s
rights are belng vliolated in Shelby County Jalle.

Hanes disagreed with U.Se Attye. Gene. hamsey Clark’s
statement that the April 4 slaying of King was carried out by
Cle NM&Ene to

‘“There is & giant conspiracy here and my client is being
used by the comspiracy,?®’ sald Hanes, who said he would disclose
detalls of the plot when Ray’®s trial %ets under way on Nove. lz.

.~ He said the number of threats against his famlly and their

- 7C-year-old mald are lumcreasing. _

**There are forces at work in this country that do not want to
gsee this man tried,??’ sald Hanes, ‘‘and they will use any
o maens, ln oy Judgment, to see that nelther he nor I appear in the
- courtroom. *? ' ;
< Jess than 4 hours efter the news conference, battle appointed
. the eight-man committee to probe possible infringement of his
order Ilssuwed the day Ray was returned here from London.

The order originally Erohibited attorneys, officers, witnesses
-gnd anyone else connected with the Ray case from §1vimg

**interviews for publicity?®? or making ‘‘extrajudicial -
statements.?? _ :

He'revised 1t Wednesday to forbld ornly interviews
“Séprejudiclal to & falr trial by an impartial jery.?’®
. Hanes was critical of intense security measwures surrounding’
; 3%§g¢onemphis &8 belng detrimental to his cllient?®s health,

ind sald Ray 18 unable to sleep because of around-the-clock
 elosed-circult television observation. :
 "'He even hss the evil eye of a camers on him when he .
‘| uses {he bathroom,?’ saild Hanes in describing the TV surveillance
&8 "‘cruel.?’ i : .
In a related development, Diste Attye Gen. Phil
. Me Canale repeated his earlier stand that he and his staff will
. bry the.case without assistance from the Justice Department:

or.any speclal prosecutors the King family might want to hire.
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