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CIe' CHICAGO —= A letter wrif:|

fﬁon by nges Earl Ray, a¢-

-+ guged assassin of Dr. Martin
: __Lu ther King has raised

J.. game puzzling questions

. gbout the econdition of hlS

5 wallat

Ray, in a short, handwrit-

o ten note, asked his twa hroth-

.-r-

* erg, John and Jerry, to send
aam to Birmingham Attorney

“viArthur J. Hanes, wha has

agread to vepresent him,
The letter was mailed from

* tha London prison where Ray |-

"“ig held under mazimum se-
eurity pending extradition,
possibly tonight,

Ray promised his brothers
he would “straighten it up
with you when I get back,”
 The reguest implies that
Ray may have an mdepeud-
ent source of money.

‘BOUNTY’ PROMISED?

Repoarts have circulated
that ng was shot for a
“bounty” ranging from
$100,000 to $1,000,000 prom-
ised by a shadowy associa-
tion of ‘“southern business-
men.” _

However, John Ray noted,

© *if he was supposed to be

paid sa much money for that
killing, why does he have to
ask us for $6007"

When drrested June 9 in
Ray had

the London airport,
$168 in his pockets, abviously
not enough to pay a lawyer
for a murder case. * :
CASH FOR COtIESES
FBI reports said Ray took
a four-week coutse in bar-

tending in Hollywead last|

winter, Officials at the school
said Ray paid $225 cash for

the course.

Shortly before that, he ye-
portedly paid $465 in eash for
a 50-hour danpe ecurse at the
National Dante Studios in
nearby Long Beach.

In August, 1967, in Bir.
mingham, Ala., he rented a
raom in a $22-a-week hoard-
ing house. Officials said he
also rented & safe deposit
hox at the Birmingham Na
tional Bank, and FBI agentg
said Ray spent mbout $4000
during the autumn months he
lived there — apparently
without working. He also
bought a white Mustang, giv-
ing the owner higs asking
price of $1995.

Even Ray’s bro*thers

conceded he had to have a
source of income to spend
cash like that.
~ “He didn’t like to spend a
penny,” John said. “I used to
call him the Scotchman be-
cause he was so tightfisted.”
PICTURE CHANGES

The financial picture on
Ray changes drastically aft-
er the slaying,

He reportedly arrived in
Tarente April 8, where he
took a §10-a-week room in a

1small rooming heuse. Eleven

days later he shifted to a
$9-a-week room, where he
aid for his first week with a

0 Canadian bill.

In the meantime, he was
obtaining a passport ufder
the name of Ramon George
Sneyd and arranging for a
round-trip flight to London.

On May 6, Ray took off,
after paying $345 in cash for
the 81-day exeursion ticket —
the cheapest air route aerﬁss
the Atlantic.

In London, he mamedlatelv
eashed in the refurn portion
of his tieket and boughi a
passage to Lisbon. b

There, he checked into the
thtrd&ﬂa ﬂa d&}' Hﬁt&l
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Portugal on the Lisbon
waterfront.

RETURNS TO ENGLAND

Ray checked out of the Ho-|
tel Portugal May 17 and,
turned up again May 28 at
the Earl Court Hotel in Lop- |
don, where he paid $5 a day
far a cell-like room.

Speculation is that Ray had
reeeived money in Lishon,
via a Swiss bank, and that he
was enbarking on another
trip to the treasure chest
when he was arrested.




