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‘British OK Ray '
" Extradition Step
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London

» ‘The United States won
formal approval of the
British government yester-
day to proceed with its case
to return James Earl Ray
to America to be tried for
the murder of Dr. Martin
Lauther King.

- Home Secretary James
Callaghan signed an order
authorizing the Chief London
Magistrate to go ahead with
2 hearing on the U.S. request
for Ray’s extradition.

The hearing was expected
to. be held within a week at
the Bow Slreet Magistrate’s
court.

Meanwhile, responsible
sources said Scotland Yard
detectives had run into a
blank wall in their efforts to
track down several persons
who contacted Ray or were
seen with him before his ar-
rest at the Lendon airporf
June 8.

. detectives were inter-
ested in a mystery woman

with a “‘twangy”’ American
voice who telephoned at one
of the cheap hotels, at which
Ray stayed, promised to call
back, but never did.

Scotland Yard alse sought
clues on a male telephone
caller who refused to give his
name, and a man or men
seen with Ray when he ar-
rived at two™ other hotzls
seeking rooms.

Ray is under constant ob-
servation by two gunards at
Wandsworth prison under the
name of Ramon George
Sneyd, listed on his fake Ca-
nadian passport when he was
picked up last Saturday. He
was charged with carrying a
loaded .38 caliber pistol and
two false Canadian pass-
ports. -

Responsible sources said
U.S. legal experts were not
worried by the “double iden-
tity”’ aspect of the case. They
said the American exfradi-
tion request covered the pos-
sibility of aliases.
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‘Fat Man’ |
Mystery
Is Solved

Toronto

The '‘mysterious “fat
man"” of the James Earl
Ray case, subject of an in-
tense police hunt here, has
been found. He has no
criminal connection with
the case, :

The *fat man,” the subject
of widespread newspaper
speculation, was said to have
delivered a letter to Ray at a
rooming house here four
days before the accused slay-
er of Dr. Martin Luther King
enplaned for London.

He walked into police head-
quarters voluntarily yester-|
day. !

Toronto police gave this
account:

Ray had apparently writ-
ten a letter about a job and
had aceidentally dropped it
in a pay phone booth. A mid-
dle-aged Toronto man found
the letter, which was" un-
sealed, in the phone hooth,
read it, and walked to the

street west where Ray was
living. i
Police said the ‘fat man,”

who asked to remain anony-
mous, could not remember to

dressed nor very much about
its contents; he is now
cleared of any criminal in-
volvement in the Ray affair.

Police professed to be pur-

rooming house at 962 Dundas|
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suing a number of other
leads in the Ray case, many
of them having to do with al-
leged female friends in the
Toronto area. _
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