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WASHINGTON AP - Escaped convict James Earl Ray, sought
as the sniper slayer of Dre. Martin Iuther King Jr., was
placed on the ¥BI’s ‘‘moat wanted *? list today.

The FBI said Friday a systematic search of its vast .
ﬂnfe-rpriat files ldentified the 40-year-old Ray as rhantom
fugltive Erlc Starvo Galt, charged in Tennessee with
murdering King April 4. iy _

The FBI action today added farmalit{ to what was already
fact-the escapee from the Missouri state penitentiarly is
the nation®s most intensely hunted man in yearse

kay was described as an avid dancer, a high school dropout,
Army reject, a man who likes to drini beer and vollka, and
who tugs his ear when he’s nervouse.

In its 3xd graf AO2OWX _
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sh
the I saild.. _
The suspect is actually the 1ith man glﬁ-ee,d. on the traditionmal
list of *°10 most wanted fugitives,®’ but the search for
obviously overshadows all others. _
¥BI Director J. Edgar Hoover sald the 40-year-old white man
was added to the list specially “‘to insure the widest _
psesible dissemination of Ray®s photograph and deseription to helyp
effect his earliest possible location.?®’ _ _
. When Galt was left off the list at the time a 10th man was
added Thursday, an FBI Spokesman sald the frinoi-;al reason
for liating fugitives was to ‘‘attract publicity for a guy
ygu’rgli.agting’zor—and in this case there’s been plenty
&) e © . . '
ThEuFBI sald today Ray °®‘has been the subject of a massive
and intensive search’’ since the slaying of King 16 days
ﬁg in Memphis, Tenne. _
re was,4th ir&i’ AD20WX . -
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~Galt Bit 440, 2 takes 780

WAS GTON AP - The FBI has pinpointed an ex-convict, high
School dropout and reject as the Ehantom fugitive Bric Starvo
Ga%ﬁ,'targetJof & magslve manhunt in the slaying of Dr. Martin
ILuthern King T

The MBI said Friday a ‘‘systematic and exhaustive search??
through its fingermrint files revealed Galt and 40-year-old James
Earl Rhy-drifter, loner, avid dancer and prison escapee-as the
Sane MAnNe

In 1tk first positive identifieatf.u of

FBI =1d;9 the i1 4 assassination of King in Me

the man sought Eynghe
B8, e o9

au further pictured as & 40-year-old white man in
with the 1a£ gince hf:y outh-and one who ‘‘should be

considpred armed and extreme angerousge *?

There was no indication the FBI was any

eloser to catchigf;gay

than 1t was lbdnnsday.qhon it put the name Galt on a f

T s o s i 2 g ot o
8 brother?*’ w conspir o deprive
to_travel from state ..tOPBta%g-

whom he alleged to be
King of his civil right

In addition & warrant chargins'eslt with first degree murder

has been issued by state au
Rey fled the Missourl Penitentiary-where
seventh year of a Z20-year sentence for &

and auto theft in St. Louis-on A 23,

horities in Memphis.

he was serving the
1969 market hggdnp
1967,

: }
Prison officials, who said a 1966 esea try by Ray wae thwarted
when he was disco;ered in a ventilator ggatif 1gﬂicz£ed he
succeeded the next year by hidinftin & truck carrying dbread
B8

from the

The earl

hqqsital facility for a mental cheeku
‘Re

fanitantiary bakery to
e

honor farms.
r escayre attempt landed Ray in a Fulton, Mo. prison

gave him our Grade A, Class I wgiggp,” recalled Dr. Donalad
e

Be Peterson, hospital superintendent.
diseame or defect within the law.?®

- Prison and poliee records showed Ray was
son of a laborer of the same name.

found no mental
born in Alton, Ili.,

Records at the Fulton facility indiecated both parents were dead,
but the genltentiary records llsted hils mother as Mrs. Lucille

® I.‘Quiﬂ e

an of
the FBI sald Bric Starvo Galt was one of a gtring of aliases
favored by Ray in freguent brushes with the law baginning when
o

he was 21 ieara old-several years after h
8chool in the 10th grade.

In addition to the aliases John Willard ani Ha.rveg Rzgmugzr
J

listed on the FBI fugitive warrant, $he b

e dropped out high

ureaun sai s alaso

called himself James MeBride, James Walton, We Ce Herron and

James O°eonnore.

John Willard was the name used by the man who checked into a

shoddy Memphils rooming house over ooking

the Lorraine Motel

where King was fatally shot as he stood on a balcony and taikad

with friends.

The. FBI has sald Eric Starvo Galt purcha
Birmingham five days before the assagsina
& telescopic sight intact, was recovered
house just after the assassination.

The FBI did not makXe clear where it sgt
it matched against its files to show Galt

ged a 30,06 rifle in
tione That rifle, with
outside the rooming

the fingerprints which
1s actually Raye.

But speculaftion was the prints magihave been left in the rooming
W

house, on the rifle or on a 1966
in Atianta-that witnesses reported seeing
og the shooting.

M
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.te Mustang-since 1impounded

leaving the vicinity
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But while some detalls remained fuszy, the portrait sketched

by the FBI showed Ray as a rather average-looking ne‘’er-do-well
of conflicting personality traltse. "

He was desoribed as 5-foot-10, and 163 to 174 pounds, wi 228, ‘WN HAIH
PATM. He®s sald o have 2 hablit of tugging on an ear when nervouse
His left ear protrudes alightly further than his right ear.

Ray was sald by authorities to have worked at various times as
a laborer, baker and color-matcher. In addition, persons who
came 1n contact with him while he was outside prison said he
spoke of having worked as a merchant seaman and riverboat cooke
The FBI said the fugitive’s acqualntances called him a loner
who likes beer and volka, favors country and western music amd
egsaka with a rural twang. The loner tqq seemed to conflict
with the FBI description of him as an *‘avid dancer.??

In moxe obvious cenfliet was the FBI’s Wednesday statement saying
Galt ‘‘*took dancing lessons®? in New Orleans in 1964 and 1965-a
time when Ray was still imprisoned in Missouri.

A bureau apo%asman sald the earller Galt description should
have saild he ‘‘reportedly®?® took the dancing lessons, rather
than stati tlatf} that he hade -

The FBI sald Ray was first arrested in 1949 in Los Angeles,
where he drew an eight-month jall term for burglarye.

Subsequent convn ,
i CAME IN Ghieago, 1952, robdery; in Missouri,

1966, for brea into & Kansas City post office ami for ng
postal orders; 1959, the 8t. Louls maruet holdup and ecar theft.

In addition, he was arrested but not econvicted in 1950 in Cedar
Rapidas, Iowa, for va ancgi in 19561 in Alton, Ille., for driver
ligense violatlons; in 1954, Edwardeville, Iile, for burglary.

All t0ld, the records show has spent 13 years and 5 months
-bohi?dthgrs-not counting detention on charges of which he wasn?®t
convicevedes .

Also not included in that total is the three-month stretch at hard
labor he received for be drunk and ‘‘breaking arrest?® while
in the Army from February 1946 to December 1948,

The Army washed Ray out on a faneral discharge, saying he was
1n§£t and couldn’t adapt to military life.
SR349%es April 20 .




