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FBI Charges Conspiracy

In King

rer Ieieahato

The FBI issued two phorographs of the suspect Eric Star\rn Galt. The open eyes
en the right photo were sketched in by the FBI.

ssassination

Eric Galt
Némed in
Warrant

{ nited Press

Washington

The FBI declared yes-
terday that Dr. Martin
Luther King was the vie-
tim-of a-conspiracy to kill
him.
"M named 36-year-old
Eric Starvo Galt as a part-

ner in that conspiracy and
issued a- warsant for- his

! E‘lh est.

The announcement by
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark
was the first official confir-
mation that officials believed

- ithe slaying of Dr, King in

Memphis on April 4 was no
:the work of one man acting
alone. (lark had first ruled

vl conspiracy.

The TBI said the conspira-
¥ involved at least one other
amn, “an individual whom

s he (Galt) alledged to be his
| brotier.”

It sai¢ the plot urzgmatad
on March 29 — seven days

: berore the slaying — and that

tolt vas reported to have

.,h"eun in Memphis on the day

[cf the staving and the day
coreceding,

‘LONER?

The TBI portrayed Galt as
(a poorly eaveated loner with
'a taste o country and west-

ern music. vodka, heer and
daneing. ' said he spoke
with diction reflecting a “ru-
rai”’ Leekeround and that he
claimed 1o have worked as a
cook up Mississippi river ves-
sefs end ns a merchant sea-
mat. Ile La¢ taken lessons in
danting ard was a graduate
of a bartending school.




The FBI statement said
Galt purchased a 1966 white
Mustang in Birmingham.
Ala.. on Aug. 30, 1987, and
drove 19.000 miles between
then and when it was found

abandoned in Atlanta. Ga. on ;

April 11

Without explaining how it
knew. the TBI said Galt
drove the car to Los-Angeles,
New -Orleans.

Birmingham

and Mexico before goint ot
Memphis and. after the kill-

ing, to Atlanta.

The T'BI made public two

photographs of a man it iden-
tified as Galt and said he
‘used the aliases “Harvey
i Lowmyer™

See Bacl Page

lard.” In one photograph his

eyes were closed; in the oth-
er, a print of the first, an
FBI artist has sketched in
opened eyes.

' The FBI refused fo say
| where or how it got the pic-
'ture or the detailed informa-
1t10n about Galt's activities, |

some of it dating back four
vears. The announcement

twas handed to reporters at|
ithe Justice Department and
no questions were permitted.

The FBI complainh filed in !
Birmingham charged that
Galt and the other man
tered into a conspiracy which
continued until on or about
April 5, 1968, to injure, op-

Martin Luther King Jr.”

“en- |

press, threaten or intimidate

“In furtherance of the con-
spiracy,”’ the FBI charged,’
Galt purchased a rifle in Bir-
mingham on or about-March

FBI Director J. Edgar,
‘Hoover said a 30.06 caliber)
rifle equipped with a tele-!
scopic sight was found near a
rooming house on Soath Main
street in: Memphis /immedi-
ately after Dr. -King was
shot. 'The rooming house ov-'
e iooks the Lorraine motel
{ where Ling was staying.
| THoover .said FBI agents
ihad deter mined that the rifle

and lelescopic sight had been
| prehased (rom  anunidenti-.
Ified gun dealer in Birming-|
‘l wam on March 3.

b

|

(Galt- was described as a
white man, between 5 feet §
inches and 5 feet 11 inches in
height, weighing between 160

| at a school of bartending and i Au7ust 20 from a car sales- |
~was graduated on March 2.

and “John  Wil-

and 170 pounds, with a medi-
um build. He was said to be |
a neat dresser. ;

The FEBI said he had brown | F
hair which he wore in a}

brush cut. blue eves, a:

straight and narrow nobe,:

and straight and clean teeth.
It said he had given his birth
date as July 20, 1931.

The fugitive was further!
described as having a nerv-!
ous habit of occasionally, :
pulling at an earlobe with his | |
hand. His left ear protrudes

farther from his head than -
The |

his right, the FBI said.
FBI added he should be con-:
sidered armed and danger-

. 0us.

 DANCER

He was described as an
avid dancer who took lessons

1965: in Birmingham during

September and Oetober, 1967,

“and in Long Beach from De-

cember, 1967, to last Febru- .

ary.

Galt left Los Angeles last |
December 15. the FBI said. .
and drove the white Mustauﬂl
to New Orleans., where he

Coast Guard and Seaman|
Union records found no trace f
of Galt.

Later in September. Galt | ;
recieved a prepaid package ;
in the mail from Chicago.
Cherpes said it weighed 20 to | .
25 nmmds and was about two :

feet Tong and one foot wide.
RENT

Cherpes says Galt told him ,
the next day that the box |
contained the Wrong mer- '
: chandise and he was going tu i

send it back.

In October. Cherpes said.
| Galt gave him one week's|
_Ient in advance and said he
i was going to Mobile. Ala., to
'fmd a job. Employment re-|
cords in Mobile held no signs |
‘that Galt searched for o
found work there.

Chernes gaid Galt todl him .
i he would not be abek but that !
ihe expected a letter from:
C‘hlcago and wanted Cherpes -
ito hold it for him. Chernes
'said he never saw or heard
| from Galt after Oct. 7. 1967

In late Fehruaryv or early
‘March, Cherves said. the.

claimed he contacted either ' Chicago letter for Galt came.

an engineering or a confract- |

Chemeﬁ held it for a w Peh|

ing company. The FBI did | then returned it in the mail,

not explain why he had done
s0.

It said Galt went to New |

Orleans December 19 and re-
tirned to Los Angeles last
December 21. While in Los!

- he said.
CAR

While in Birmingham. Gal!t.
Kept a safe deposit box at the
‘Birmingham Trust National |
Bank, The FBI believes Galt

Angeles early this year. the | used monev from it to buv a!
T'BI said, Galt took a course | 1966 white Ford Mustang last

Earlier information in the !
case suggested strongly that|
Galt's identity was carefully !
contrived seven months b-e!
fore Dr. King's murder to |
help disguise the real killar,

IDENTITY

Galt first began establish-.
ing an identity for himsell on
Aung. 16, 1967, when he rented
a room at a boarding house
at 2608 Highland avenue in
Birmingham.

On Sept. 6. 1967. Galt and,
_the boarding house manager.
Peter Cherpes, went together
to get Galt an Alabama driv-
er’s license. Galt told author-
ities then that he had a Loui-
siana driver’s license but lost
it and that he was an unem-,
ploved shipvard worker.
last job being at Indalls Shin-
building Co. at Pascagoula, .
Miss. '

However. checks of Loui- |
siana records and emnlov-'

ment vecords with Ingalls. as i -
well as merchant marine. &

© man,
i Birmingham. for ahout $25C0. |

i nourded in Aflanta bv
i tere” to Gelt in Alabama.

last Moreh 1 when the Ala-

i at Montgomervy
"mhene ¢all from a man iler.

his |

William D. Paislev of

The same kind of car was|
-seen fleeing from the Mem-
' phis flophouse after Dr. King
was shot. A Mustans tm.

the

A finqd elve fn Galt come

bam= Hirhwew Devartment

received a

tifving himself as Erie S.
(2]t Mo goid ha Jgef hie drjve
er's lizense and wanted a du-
nlicnta mailad tp him a* the
Bv*mmcrh 'm ronming house.

Tha dinlicate Jicenes wae
imailed the some day, With it
"‘nn+ Hl(‘ atang Heyped R'la] hama
Bl of 25 pente tg cover the
coetg of {rening the donlicate
linense,

Or Mareh 6
Devartment sai:l. its bill with

the Fighwar

25 cept nisge YOy received |
nodhae moa il fege (gt
»tovpamers gt the

B R e A L TS

: © ot dgulicafe license
niGalt’s mail and never saw:
alt nick it up.

L

1, On March 6 the
Highway Department
said, its biil
with a 25 cent
piece was received
in the mail from
Galt. Cherpes
and roomers at the
boarding house say
they never saw the
duplicate license
in Galt's wmail and
never saw Galt
pick it up.




