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MONTEREY - Was Sirhan Sirhan some SOrtic
“Manchurian Candidate,” hypnetically programmies
to participate in the 1968 assasination of Sen. Hot}ﬁﬁ
Kennedy and take the blame"

- The psychologist who interviewed the young
Palestinian refugee 20 times immediately after his'
arrival.on San Quentin's Death Row in 1969 thinks s0.

tice here, said the Sirhan he knew was neither i
enough nor devious enough to have killed Ken
on his own.

Dr: Eduard Simson-Kallas, now in private “osﬁgc
e

“He was prepared by someone. He was hyp):to—
tized by someone. He was there to draw the
attention, to be the obvious simple explanation: so

peOple wouldn't ask questions,” said the psycholo-

glst i,

Slmson Kallas beheves there was another gun
used'in the assault in the kitchen of the Ambassador
Hotel i in Los Angeles on June 5, 1968 g g

Los Angeles Presnhng Judge Robert Wenke ithis -

month ordered tests on Sirhan’s pistol to determine
whetﬁg another gun mtght have been used. g

Tne tests are the result of pressure by adhereﬁts‘

to thé “second gun” theory that more bullets were
t‘irec@ the Kennedy slaying than‘,rsmhmsréignlver
héld and that some oﬁthosé“f&o,veredscmud,not hsve
come from his pistol ARSI o
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. “He’s always been a loser. He faﬁed at Pasade-
~na -City College. He played the horses and lost. He
wanted to become a jockey a.nd he fell off a horse, :
said Simson-Kallas. . B

»But, said the psychologist who became '
fond of Sirhan, he was the perfect subject ™
programming as a scapegoat.
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risk_ h1s llfe “for a

nidea, not afraid of death
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hef_-_ 1ot been in this country 10ng enough to e
any self-identification. A
"He was willing to® accept the identmcm ofmn
Arab hero,” he said. . o

: Thg first mdication that Sirhan was somethmg
less than a sick, lone assassin was.in‘the manner’in
wmchJ he discussed the erime, Srmson Kaﬁas said ﬁ

e

3 : S han though, spoke as though he were™
ing from a book,” said Simson-Kallas.

“He said ‘Yes, I killed Kennedy. I did it to help
the Arabs. I did it to heip the Arab refugees’

“He seemed to take joy in assuming the role of

_an Arab hero.

“The curious thing was that he didn’t have a'ny
details.' A psychologist always looks for details. If a
person is involved in a real situation, there are

~details,” said Simson-Kallas.

In later interviews, as Sirhan began to trust the
psychologist he changed the way he talked about the
crime, he said. -

“He seemed very' concerned, asking me to
hypnotize him to find out what really happened.

“ 1 don’t really know what happened,” he said. ‘T -
’know'I was there. They tell me I killed Kennedy. . -

« T don’t remember what exactly I did but I
“know I wasn’t myself. I remember there was a girl
who wanted coffee. She wanted coffee with lots of
cream and .sugar. So I gave her my cup and poured
one for myself. That's the last I can remember until
I.was choked and manhandled by the crowd R




